city of saint paul
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WHEREAS, Verizon Wireless, File # 14-088-188, has applied for a conditional use permit for
cellular antennas and associated equipment within a rooftop enclosure on a residential structure
less than 60 feet high under the provisions of §65.310 and §61.501 of the Saint Paul Legislative
Code, on property located at 1160 Grand Ave, Parcel Identification Number (PIN)
032823410037, legally described as Manson And Simontons Addition Lot 1 Blk 3; and

WHEREAS, the Zoning Committee of the Planning Commission, on March 13, 2014, held a
public hearing at which all persons present were given an opportunity to be heard pursuant to
said application in accordance with the requirements of §61.303 of the Saint Paul Legislative
Code; and

WHEREAS, the Saint Paul Planning Commission, based on the evidence presented to its
Zoning Committee at the public hearing as substantially reflected in the minutes, made the
following findings of fact:

1. The applicant, Verizon Wireless, seeks to install six (6) cell antennas within a 10.5-foot
(width) x 10.5-foot (length) x 11.0-foot (height) enclosure on the roof of the 2.5-story, 28-foot
(to the top of the parapet), multifamily residential structure at 1160 Grand Avenue. As
proposed, the new rooftop structure would be placed 20 feet from the front of the building
and 14 feet from both sides. The enclosure would be covered in materials that look similar to
the exterior of the existing residential structure and is designed so that the applicant could
add additional antenna within the enclosure without additional visual impact to the building.
The associated operating equipment would be located in the basement of the building with
two cooling units in the rear yard. In December 2009, the Department of Safety and
Inspections issued a Determination of Similar Use statement that broadband data service is
substantially similar in character to traditional cellular telephone service.

2. §65.310 defines "cellular telephone antenna," requires a conditional use permit for cellular
telephone antennas on a residential structure less than 60 feet high, and lists standards and
conditions with which they must comply. Conditions (a), (b), (c), (d), (h) and (i) apply:

a) In residential districts, a conditional use permit is required for cellular telephone
antennas on a residential structure less than sixty (60) feet high. In residential,
traditional neighborhood and business districts, a conditional use permit is required
for cellular telephone antennas on a freestanding pole, except for existing utility
poles. In residential and traditional neighborhood districts, existing utility poles to
which cellular telephone antennas are attached shall be at least sixty (60) feet high.
This condition is met. An application for a conditional use permit has been made for
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b)

d)

a wireless communication antenna on a residential structure less than 60 feet high.

In residential, traditional neighborhood, and OS-B3 and B5 business districts, the
antennas shall not extend more than fifteen (15) feet above the structural height of
the structure to which they are attached. In B4 Business and Industrial Districts, the
antennas shall not extend more than forty (40) feet above the structural height of the
structure to which they are attached. This condition is met. The antenna will be less
than 15-feet high above the roof of the structure.

For antennas proposed to be located on a residential structure less than sixty (60)
feet high in residential districts, or on a new freestanding pole in residential,
traditional neighborhood, and business districts, the applicant shall demonstrate that
the proposed antennas cannot be accommodated on an existing freestanding pole,
an existing residential structure at least sixty (60) feet high, an existing institutional
use structure, or a business building within one-half (1/2) mile radius of the
proposed antennas due to one (1) or more of the following reasons:

I. The planned equipment would exceed the structural capacity of the

existing pole or structure.

ii. The planned equipment would cause interference with other existing or
planned equipment on the pole or structure.

iii. The planned equipment cannot be accommodated at a height _
necessary to function reasonably: This condition is met. The applicant
has provided a map showing buildings within one half mile of the
proposed antenna site, and explained why the proposed antenna
cannot be accommodated on existing structures in the area.

iv. The owner of the existing pole, structure or building is unwilling to co-
locate an antenna. This condition is met. The applicant has provided a
map showing buildings within one-half mile of the proposed antenna
site, and explained why the proposed antenna cannot be
accommodated on existing structures in the area.

In residential, traditional neighborhood and business districts, cellular telephone
antennas to be located on a new freestanding pole are subject to the following
standards and conditions: The proposed antenna is not a freestanding design.

Transmitting, receiving and switching equipment shall be housed within an existing
structure whenever possible. If a new equipment building is necessary, it shall be
permitted and regulated as an accessory building, section 63.500, and screened
from view by landscaping where appropriate. This condition is met. The applicant is
proposing to house the equipment cabinets in the basement of the building. Two
cooling units will be placed in the rear yard of the property.

Cellular telephone antennas that are no longer used for cellular telephone service

shall be removed within one (1) year of nonuse. This condition is met. The applicant
has agreed to abide by this condition.

3. §61.501 lists five standards that all conditional uses must satisfy:

a)

b)

The extent, location and intensity of the use will be in substantial compliance with
the Saint Paul Comprehensive Plan and any applicable subarea plans which were
approved by the city council. This condition is met. The Comprehensive Plan refers
to the importance of ensuring investments in local and regional infrastructure
supportive of economic development.

The use will provide adequate ingress and egress to minimize traffic congestion in
the public streets. This condition is met as it is not applicable to this project.
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¢) The use will not be detrimental to the existing character of the development in the
immediate neighborhood or endanger the public health, safety and general welfare.
This condition is met subject to the condition that the antenna enclosure shall be
placed a minimum of 20 feet from the front and back of the building and placed a
minimum of 12 feet from the sides of the building. While the proposed structure is
well within the 50-foot height limit for structures in the RM2 district, these setbacks
will mitigate its visual impact.

-d) The use will not impede the normal and orderly development and improvement of
the surrounding property for uses permitted in the district. This condition is met. The
use will not impede the development or improvement of surrounding properties.

e) The use shall, in all other respects, conform to the applicable regulations of the
district in which it is located. This condition is met. The construction, operation
maintenance of the antenna will conform to all applicable district regulations.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Saint Paul Planning Commission, under the
authority of the City's Legislative Code, that the application of Verizon Wirelsess for a
conditional use permit for cellular antennas and associated equipment within an enclosure on a
residential structure less than 60 feet high at 1160 Grand Ave is hereby approved subject to the
following conditions:

1. The antenna enclosure shall be placed a minimum of 20 feet from the front and back of
the building and minimum of 12 feet from the sides of the building.

2.  The antenna enclosure shall be clad in materials that look similar to those on the
residential structure below. .

3. Antennas that are no longer used for cellular phone or data services shall be removed
within one (1) year of nonuse.

4.  The antenna enclosure shall be removed from the rooftop at the same time as the last
antenna.
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Jamie Radel- Planning Staff
St. Paul Planning Commission — Zoning Committee
1400 City Hall Annex

25 W. 4% St,, St. Paul, MN 55102

RE: Zoning Filé #14-088-188: 1160 Grand Avénue

Dear Members of the Plannmg Commission and Zoning Comm1ttee

The Summ1t Hill Association — District 16 Planning Council respectﬁllly requests that the Zomng
Committee hearing - regarding Zoning File #14-088-188 with Verizon Wireless’ CUP apphcatlon for
installing several cell phone antennas and related equipment at 1160 Grand Avenue - be postponed
until the following Zoning Committee hearmg date on March 27, 2014, Our request is based on

" coneerns from the impacted residents that they do not have enough time to review and understand the
detailed and technical materials that have been recently submitted by Buell Consulting on behalf of
Verizon Wireless and that resident did not receive until Frlday, March 7, 2014.

We have been told by residents, and agree, that “the new technzcal and structural detazls thatwere ...
brought forward from Verizon is essentially a new propasal with a new structure for the antennae and i
over 40 puges of information — but with only 6 days to look at the new proposal and accompanying =
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Compounding this timing and vetting issue for residents is the fact that at least two families who have
been spokespersons for the impacted residents went on vacation out of the country around the or just -

- before March 7™ and are not available either to review and vet the information or be in town on the
13", On this bas1s, SHA again requests a postponement until the 27™. :

If you: ‘have any questlons about request, you may contact me 651-222 1222.

Jeff oy, Exedutive Director
Summit H111 Asoclatlon/Dlstrlct 16 Planning Council -
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