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MEETING #1 
Design Advisory Committee 

September 23, 2015 

5:00-7:00pm 

 Saint Paul Parks and Recreation 
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Agenda 

 Welcome & Introductions  

 Project Introduction & Design Process 

 Project Background & Survey Results 

 Site Analysis & Concept Planning  

 Design Preference Activity 

 Discussion 

 Next steps 
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Project Goal: Create a concept 

plan for improvements to Parque 

de Castillo to improve the play 

area and create a vibrant public 

space. 

 

 

Meeting Goals:   
-Introduce the project 

-Review survey results, analysis, 

and concept plans.  

-Determine a desired organization 

of the site for moving forward  

-Determine preferences for the 

play area and other park amenities 

to include. 

Project Overview: 

 

PARQUE de CASTILLO 
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Design Advisory Committee guidelines: 

 

Who is the Design Advisory Committee? 

 -A diverse mix of community representatives including property owners, 

 adjacent residents, stakeholders and representatives from business, 

 finance, institution, and real estate. 

  
Charge of the Design Advisory Committee: 
 -Advise the design team composed of city staff in the concept development and 

 refinement for Parque de Castillo. 

  
Role of the Design Advisory Committee: 

 -Define the community and neighborhood needs of the park site 

 -Review plan concepts and provide input on major design elements and park themes 

 -Bring suggestions from area residents to the attention of the project team 

 -Help communicate project progress to community members 

 -Provide guidance to the Parks and Recreation design staff on the final design    

  recommendations for this project 

 -Ensure that the full range of local issues are addressed during this design process 

 

Design Advisory Committee process determines the direction of development and  
refinement of concept designs 
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Design Advisory Committee guidelines: 

 

     How does the Design Advisory Committee process work? 
   

 -Decisions for moving forward will be made by consensus. 

 

 -Project information will be available to the public on the city website:  

  www.stpaul.gov/parquecastillo 

 

 -Meetings are open to the public. Comments from public outside design advisory 

  committee can be sent through email, telephone or by comment card. 

 

 -Design Advisory Committee meetings end after design development is  

  complete and consensus has been reached for major project elements 

 

Design Advisory Committee process determines the direction of development and  
refinement of concept designs 

http://www.stpaul.gov/parquecastillo
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Project Schedule: 

 
August – September 2015 

 - Internal meetings and Discussion 

 - Community outreach: Attended National Night out, visited neighboring 

 businesses, assemble Design Advisory Committee, and Manage online survey 

 

September 23, 2015 – First Design Advisory Committee Meeting 

 - Introduce the project, review survey results, discuss site organization options 

 and determine main priorities for the site 

 

November (11, 12, 18 or 19) 2015 – Second Design Advisory Committee Meeting 

 - Review concept plan options, determine main priorities for the project, select 

 concept plan to develop 

 - Introduce consultant to design advisory committee 

 

January (13 or 14) 2016 – Project Open house 

 - Present final design for Parque de Castillo 

 

January – April 2016  (tentative)– Develop construction documents 

 

To be determined - 2016 – Bid Project 

 

Fall 2016 or Summer 2017 (To be determined)– Construction starts 
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Project Background 
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Previous Planning Efforts: 

 

 

 

System-wide Needs (as it relates to project) 

- Splashpads 

- High Quality Athletic Fields (Synthetic Turf) 

- Access to Nature  

- Family, Adult, and Senior Recreation 

Saint Paul Parks and Recreation Systems Plan (2010): 

 

-Improve Parque Castillo’s “visibility” 
District del Sol (2002): 

 

-Create a seamless park experience with El Rio Vista and 

Parque Castillo 

-Provide additional recreation facilities at Parque Castillo 

 

 

West side Community Plan (2013): 
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Project Funding: 
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Community engagement 

Attended National Night Out – Aug 6, 2015  

 

Visited neighboring businesses  

 

Mail postcards (750 mailed to neighbors) 

 

Manage online English & Spanish survey  

 (73 respondents) 

 

Assemble Design Advisory Committee   

 

Open house -  December or January (TBD) 

 

 Any other suggestions? 
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Survey Results: 
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History: 

 

The piece represents a mythological mother or queen to immigrant 

families of the West Side of St. Paul.  The different layers represent the 

great ethnic diversity of the West Side, from the early Jewish to the 

present Hispanic community.  The mild steel upright was originally a tie 

beam on the old Wabasha Street Bridge.  “This sculpture is an 

assemblage of laminated stone that abstractly and metaphorically 

represents the figure of the immigrant woman, and her heroism in 

coming to her new land.” David explains, “The concept of ‘The Queen 

of the Wandering Races’ came to mind from the poetry of Pablo 

Neruda. My hopes are that this art work will, over time, become an icon 

that represents the masses of immigrants and humanity that have 

moved through our community in the past, present and future.” 
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Site Analysis & 

Neighborhood Context 
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Site Analysis: Neighborhood Context: 
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Site Analysis: Site Details 

 - Establish a presence on 

Cesar Chavez side that offers 

sightlines into the park, but 

enough of a buffer to make it 

feel comfortable 

 

- Create strong visual 

connection to Gilbert de la O 

field and Rec Center 

 

- Widen sidewalks and 

enhance pathways through 

the park that are intentional 

connectors 

 

- Flatten the lawn space to 

create more useable open 

areas 

 

- Reduce the strong presence 

of visible utilities (power pole 

& light fixtures) 

 

- Trim plantings around the 

sculpture and/or move 

memorial 

 

- Create a vibrant, active play 

area for children 

 

- Create an open plaza space 

for community events 
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Site Analysis: Conceptual site organization schemes: 
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Site Analysis: Conceptual site organization schemes: 

 

Lawn 

Plaza space 

Water Feature 

Play Area 

Pathways 
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Lawn 

Plaza space 

Water Feature 

Play Area 

Pathways 
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Site Analysis: Conceptual site organization schemes: 

 

Lawn 

Plaza space 

Water Feature 

Play Area 

Pathways 
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Concept Images: Play Equipment: 
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Concept Images: Water Features: 
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Discussion 

1.Are there any additional themes to add to inspire 

the design? 

 

2. What are your ideas and desires for this site? 

 

3. What are the priorities for Parque de Castillo? (turn 

in sheet)  
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Moving Forward…. 

Next Meeting: Mid - November 2015 


