
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

March 6, 2015 

 

 

Capital Improvement Budget (CIB) Committee 

700 City Hall 

15 Kellogg Blvd W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55102 

 

RE: Rice Park Revitalization Project 

 

To the CIB Community Facilities Committee, 

 

The Minnesota Wild organization is pleased to submit this letter of support for the 2016-

2017 CIB proposal for the Rice Park Revitalization project.   

 

The concept plan activates Rice Park by adding a central space for activities and 

gatherings, which can be an important benefit to events we host or support at Xcel 

Energy Center and Saint Paul RiverCentre that have a keen interest in utilizing additional 

outdoor space.  

 

Additionally, thousands of our guests and staff frequently visit or pass through Rice Park 

as they explore downtown Saint Paul. It’s an important space that can and should serve as 

a beautiful, welcoming reflection of our capital city; one that is comfortable, useful and 

hard to leave.  

 

The proposed project will also be beneficial to downtown Saint Paul residents and 

visitors and we encourage its completion. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Craig Leipold 

Owner and NHL Governor 

Minnesota Wild 

 

 











 

 
 
 
 
 
 
March 4, 2015 
 
 
Capital Improvement Budget (CIB) Committee 
700 City Hall 
15 Kellogg Blvd W. 
Saint Paul, MN 55102 
 
RE: Rice Park Revitalization Project Proposal 
 
To the CIB Community Facilities Committee, 
 
Morrissey Hospitality Companies is happy to submit this letter of support for the 
2016/2017 CIB proposal to upgrade the facilities at Rice Park.   
 
Rice Park is a jewel in the upper Midwest and is a highly used public amenity.  
Workers, residents and visitors love the park and it is the front lawn for a unique 
collection of Historic Buildings and a World Class Theater.  It is a unique urban 
space that needs attention and care. 
 
We operate The Saint Paul Hotel, The St. Paul Grill and RiverCentre facility so 
we know firsthand how important and delightful the park is to both citizens and 
visitors.  Please support the revitalization of this precious public space. 
 
The proposed project will be beneficial to the City of St. Paul and we urge its 
completion. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
William G. Morrissey  
President 
Morrissey Hospitality Companies, Inc. 
 
Cc: Ms. Anne Gardner 
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CIB  Committee 

700 City Hall 

15 Kellogg Blvd W 

Saint Paul, MN 55102 

 

 

March 5, 2015 

 

 

RE: Rice Park Revitalization Proposal 

 

 

To the CIB Community Facilities Committee, 

 

The Saint Paul Public Library is happy to submit this letter of support for the CIB proposal to upgrade the facilities at 

Rice Park.   

 

Designated a Great Public Space by the American Planning Association, Rice Park is an integral feature to the 

buildings surrounding it. When people visit the George Latimer Central Library, Rice Park is a part of their 

experience.  

 

Upgrades to lighting and irrigation are needed to maintain and protect this cultural asset.   

 

In recognition of the importance of the park to its surroundings, we urge this project’s completion. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Kit Hadley 

Saint Paul Public Library Director 











Capital Improvement Budget Committee      March 3, 2015 
700 City Hall 
15 Kellogg Blvd., West 
St. Paul, MN 55102 
 
 
Dear C.I.B. Committee Members, 
 
 
We are writing to you to ask for your help to provide funds for the Rice Park Revitalization project.  Over 
many years, The St. Paul Garden Club volunteered and continues to volunteer their time to install and 
maintain the planters and gardens in Rice Park.  Our members, all volunteers, also planted and continue 
to maintain the north Hosta bed and the south garden along with tidying up the park with the removal 
of trash and the sweeping up of debris.  Last spring, we funded and helped to install (along with SPPR 
and other community volunteers), 140 Taunton yews. We love Rice Park with many others; we enjoy 
this space with the beauty and vitality it provides for lunching, resting and enjoying events. Rice Park, 
known as the “crown jewel” of St. Paul, is in much need of polishing. 
 
As lovely as Rice Park is, improvements are necessary.  The impressive buildings surrounding the Park 
are all in mint condition.  Rice Park begs to be in mint condition.  With patchy sod, a hodge-podge of 
trees, sadly inadequate lighting and a lack of friendly seating, the Park shows signs of neglect.  Before 
any of the aforementioned issues can be addressed, we are asking for help from the C.I.B. Committee to  
restore the infrastructure, which would be step number one on the list of improvements.  This would 
include bringing the irrigation, lighting and electrical up to current standards.  As proposed by The City 
of St. Paul Parks and Recreations Department, this cost is estimated to be 1.2 million dollars. 
 
In March of 2014, The St. Paul Garden Club raised over $47,000 to fund a plan to revitalize Rice Park.  
Now what a timely opportunity we have, with plan in hand, to implement this exciting vision for the 
benefit of those downtown and our many visitors and tourists. 
 
It is time for Rice Park, who has served us so well, to receive what it richly deserves - A REVITALIZATION! 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Betsy Kelly 
Colleen FitzPatrick 
 
The St. Paul Garden Club Members 
Rice Park Ad Hoc Committee Members 
Rice Park Design Advisory Committee Members 
Rice Park Association Representatives 



 

March 3, 2015 

 

 

RE: Rice Park Improvements 

 

 

The Fanfare Attractions llc is happy to submit this letter of support for the 2016/2017 

CIB proposal to upgrade the facilities at Rice Park.   

 

This project benefits our community in the following ways: 

1.  Community programming during Saint Paul Winter Carnival 

2.  Showcase Rice Park as one of the signature parks in Saint Paul 

3. Having more interactive spaces in Rice Park during the Winter months 

4. Able to utilize the park 365 days a year. 

5. Providing an upgraded electrical plan for use in the Park 

6. Enhances the ability to showcase downtown Saint Paul 

7. Building greater Communities in downtown Saint Paul 

 

The proposed project will be beneficial to many Community Festivals and Special 

Events and we urge its completion. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Randy L. Dewitz, CFM 

Director of Operations, Saint Paul Winter Carnival 

Principal, Fanfare Attrations, LLC 

 

 

 

 


