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Greetings citizens of Saint Paul. You are holding in 
your hands a summary of the 2008-2009 work of the 
Saint Paul Second Shift Youth Commission. The Youth 
Commission was founded by Mayor Christopher B. 
Coleman in August 2006 as part of the Second Shift 
Initiative. There are 22 seats on the Youth Commission 
for high school aged youth from all the neighborhoods 
of Saint Paul. As Youth Commissioners, we provide input 
and direction to education and after school initiatives in 
Saint Paul. As Youth Commissioners, we believe that we 
have an important role play in the city. All youth in Saint 
Paul youth should consider joining. By being a part of the 
Youth Commission, we develop our leadership skills and 
are given the opportunity to work with city officials and 
other youth with similar interests.

The Youth Commission is not only about what we gain 
from being involved, it is also about the contributions we 
make to the City of Saint Paul. Over the past year, 
the members of the youth commission worked hard 
to build a stronger foundation for powerful youth 
engagement that leads to a stronger Saint Paul. Our 
focus this year was continuing working on youth 
friendly spaces and places by opening The Canvas, an 
arts-based teen center at Hancock Recreation Center 
in the Hamline Midway neighborhood. Our other ma-
jor accomplishment this year was holding our second 
Saint Paul Youth Summit. We brought together youth 
leadership groups from throughout Saint Paul and 
created a new Youth Policy Platform. This Year in Review, 
written by youth commissioners, highlights our work and 
accomplishments during our third year in action.

by  
Koua  

&  
James

Welcometo
 theYouth Commission
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This year the Youth Commission 
had meetings every first and third 
Wednesday of every Month. The focus 
of these meetings is to bring together 
all the Commissioners to go over 

updates and discuss what was done be-
tween each meeting. Before each third 
Wednesday meeting we appointed two 
new chairs to run the meeting. These 
chairs come up with an agenda with 

all the issues we need to 
go over. The agenda is set 
up to be a point to point 
schedule on what the Youth 
Commission need to get 
done throughout the meet-
ing. During the meetings 
there may also be visitors 

that come to speak about certain sub-
jects relating to what the youth com-
mission is working on.

The chairs ensure we address every-
thing on the agenda and make sure the 
meeting runs smoothly and efficiently. 
This includes recognizing people who 
want to speak or have something to 
say. Chairs moderate the conversation 
to make sure everyone gets their ideas 
in. When it comes to making decisions 
we vote using Roberts Rules of Order. 
Someone puts forth a motion and the 
motion must be seconded for it to be 
able to be voted on. Then the whole 
commission votes with majority rules. 
The Second Shift Youth Commission 
depends on these monthly meetings to 
develop leadership skills like learning 
how to run formal meetings.
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The Youth Commission is not a perma-
nent body. We are appointed by the mayor, 
so if he leaves office than we no longer 
exist. We are working to change this! We 
hope to change this situation by becoming 
chartered by the city council. Throughout 
the year Youth Commissioners have been 
meeting with their city council representa-
tives. We talked with them about what 
we are doing on the youth commission 
and hear about what the Councilmembers 
are doing to improve our neighborhoods. 
We also talked about ways we could keep 
working together in our neighborhoods. To 
become chartered we need the support of 
the entire City Council.

Chartering 
the Youth 
Commission

Rally for  
Youth Day

the Youth Commission

Rally for Youth Day was on Thursday, 
March 5th. Brady, James, Renee and I all par-
ticipated in this event. We all had a blast! First, 
we ate a big breakfast with live performances 
by local artists like Dancing Dan and Maria 
Isa. Then we split into groups and learned 
about how to have big rallies and lobby our 
legislators. Soon it was time to head to the 
capitol! We marched over there demanding 
youth voice in politics. We met with some 
of our legislators, including Senators Sandra 
Pappas, Ellen Anderson, and Sandra Pappas 
and Representative Carlos Mariani. We 
also hear speeches by Mayor Coleman and 
Senator Mee Moua. Over all it was a great 
learning experience.
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The Youth Commission met with the 
Ramsey County Department of Health on 
a project to talk about public health. The 
discussion was conducted to improve 
health services aimed at teens. Public 
health ranges from water safety to pro-
viding birth control for low income stu-
dents. The even was facilitated by Kathy 
Hedin and Grit Youngquist at the bequest 
of the National Association of City & 
County Health Officers. We talked about 
what makes health services friendly for 
teens and how these services can be 
more accessible. It was an informative 
session and the discussion was a fun 
way to contribute input on teen public 
health issues.

*Cough Cough*

S-P-Y-to the C.

Y’all can’t do it like [clap] SPY-C

Second Shift after the first

We so sick we need a nurse!

*Cough Cough*    *Cough Cough*

The Youth  

Commission Song

Teen Health  
Focus Group
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The Canvas is a collective work of 
two years of design and youth voice by 
the Youth Commission and the youth 
friendly spaces and places subcommit-
tee. The Canvas is an arts based teen 
center meant to involve youth in the 
arts and education by providing a cen-
tral location for self development. Last 
year Youth Commissioners identified 
Hancock Recreation Center as the site for 
the Canvas and built relationships with 
neighborhood groups and arts organiza-
tions. This year the Canvas has taken 
off through program and community 
planning. 

During the design 
process of the Canvas, 
Youth Commissioners 
drafted a design of the 
space making it more 
youth f r iendly. The 
Canvas will include an 

arts and crafts room, a lounge, a perfor-
mance space, a dance studio, and a kiln. 
To transform Hancock we are painting 
the rooms, installing curtains, building 
a stage, and designing and painting 
murals. We’ve explored ways to make 
this transformation as green as possible. 
We’ve researched recycled materials and 
ways to get used items. 

A major part of our work this year 
was in partnership with the Hamline 
Midway Coalition. The Center for Urban 
and Regional Affairs has supported us 
through a Neighborhood Partnership 
Initiative grant to involve more neighbor-
hood youth and adults and create four 
arts workshops. Our workshops include 
painting two murals at Hancock, one 
in the dance studio and one inside the 
entrance. 

To make a space like the Canvas work 
we had to get the word out that we were 
creating the space. We did lots of outreach 
this year by meeting with other youth 
and creating a survey on what types of 
workshops should be at the Canvas. We 
built relationships with youth from the 
Hamline Midway neighborhood, Avalon 
Charter School, Creative Arts High, and 
Out for Equity. We’d also like to thank 
everyone else who is helping us make 
the Canvas a reality. St. Paul Parks and 
Recreation, St. Paul Public Schools, and 
COMPAS all deserve a big shout out for 
their help.

the 

by Renee & Taty

Canvas
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We planned for months for this 
year’s Youth Summit, which was held on 
February 28th at the Wellstone Center, 
home of Neighborhood House and El Rio 
Vista Recreation Center. We had many 
youth groups from all over Saint Paul par-
ticipate, including Youthrive, West Side 
Teen Power, Public Achievement from LEAP 
International Academy, Wilder’s Youth 
Leadership Initiative, Out for Equity’s Gay 
Straight Alliance, the Dayton’s Bluff Teen 
Group, the Youth Apprenticeship Project, 
and YO! the Movement. We held the Youth 
Summit to build relationships, have youth 
leadership workshops, and revise our Youth 
Policy Platform. 

The first part of the Summit was a re-
laxed time for everyone to meet each other 
and eat some yummy Mexican cuisine ca-
tered by El Burrito Mercado. Everyone chose 
a workshop to go to from Cradle to Prison 
Pipeline, Developing your Leadership Skills, 
and the Global Call to Action. The Children’s 
Defense Fund held the Cradle to Prison 
Pipeline workshop, which was on the juve-
nile justice system. Mentors from Wilder’s 
Youth Leadership Initiative facilitated the 
workshop on developing leadership skills. 
Members of Youthrive led the Global Call to 
Action workshop, which was on connect-
ing global issues to the work youth can do 
in their own neighborhood.

Youth Commissioners led a second 
round of workshops to generate issues for 
our new Youth Policy Platform. We came 
up with five categories that affect people’s 
lives: school, family, friends, city, and 
neighborhood. We asked youth at the sum-
mit to tell us the things they would change 
in each of those areas or what the biggest 
problems are with those areas. We orga-
nized their ideas into ten main issues to 
vote on the five that were most important. 
All the youth groups in attendance had a 
chance to talk about their group and the 
work they’re doing on these different is-
sues. Then we voted! Youth Commissioners 
tallied the votes while West Side Teen 
Power and YO! the Movement performed 
songs and dances. Then we were able to 
announce the new issues on the Saint Paul 
Youth Policy Platform!
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by 
Tati  

&  
Grace

7



Violence in our Neighborhoods & Schools:  Many 
young people witness and experience violence in 
their neighborhoods and schools; often this violence 
is caused by gang and drug activity. Every young 
person has the right to grow up in a neighborhood 
and schools that are violence free.

Policy goals:
All young people have access to •	
rehabilitation centers and programs 
that help them get out of gangs, 
off the streets, and off drugs.

Saint Paul has top notch programs to stop •	
youth from joining gangs so they never 
end up in the juvenile justice system.

Neighborhoods have strong community •	
policing programs where police, youth, 
and adults know each other.

Youth have influence to create youth-•	
friendly spaces and organizations like teen 
and career centers. Youth must have youth-
run spaces that support positive behavior.

Discrimination:  Racism and discrimination are still 
barriers to a happy and healthy life in Saint Paul. 
Sometimes youth are viewed in negative ways by 
both adults and other youth because of how they 
look, how they dress or because of their skin color. 
This creates stereotypes that make it hard for young 
people to be seen as who they really are.

Policy goals:
Saint Paul puts a priority on programs that •	
address racism among youth and adults.

Neighbors, police and youth in Saint Paul get •	
to know each other and break down barriers.

Success in School, College Access, & Tuition:  Youth 
in Saint Paul not only want to dream about their 
future, they want to achieve it. College is becoming 
too expensive for many youth to attend and youth 
need better information to prepare for college. When 
the “achievement gap” is covered in the media or by 
adults, many youth feel that the accomplishments of 
students of color are not recognized. 

Policy goals:
There are college resource centers in •	
the community that help youth plan 
for and get into college and other 
education programs after high school 

College tuition is affordable and more •	
financial aid and scholarships are available. 

Youth Physical & Emotional Health:  Youth crave 
and deserve healthy environments. Youth need strong 
families to become successful adults and citizens. All 
of Saint Paul must work together to support healthy 
youth development.

Policy goals:
Reduce teen pregnancy rates and ensure •	
services exist to support young mothers.

Proactive steps need to be taken •	
to reduce emotional and physical 
violence within families.

Sexual harassment and abuse •	
must end. Everyone is responsible 
for safe environments.

Youth-Friendly Transportation:  Youth face barriers 
to jobs and involvement in sports and other after-
school and summer activities because they do not 
have a way to get there.

Policy goals:
There is a circulator bus in every •	
Saint Paul neighborhood. 

Youth are involved in Saint •	
Paul’s light rail planning. 

Youth can afford public transportation •	
and it is safe and welcoming. 

Our transportation system must •	
pollute the environment less. Greener 
alternatives must be developed and 
implemented system wide.

S A I N T  P A U L

Youth  Policy  Platform
The Youth Policy Platform was 

created by youth at the Saint Paul 

Youth Summit on February 28th, 

2009.  This platform states the issues 

that young people want to address 

with adults and elected officials.
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For more information on the Second 
Shift Youth Commission, contact:

Phil Rooney 
Rice Recreation Center 

1021 Marion St. 
Saint Paul, MN 55107

651-247-5538
phil.rooney@ci.stpaul.mn.us
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