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RESOLUTION # 14-03 
CenturyLink Parkland Diversion in Highland and Lexington Parkways 

 
WHEREAS, the Saint Paul Parks and Recreation Commission ("Commission")  is an appointed body 
established to advise the Mayor and City Council on long-range and City-wide matters related to the 
Department of Parks and Recreation; and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 13.01.1 of the City Charter requires that the Commission review any diversion or 
disposal of park property and present a recommendation to the Saint Paul City Council; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Saint Paul, Department of Parks and Recreation, owns City parkway land, known as 
Highland Parkway – south side, just east of Snelling Avenue, and Lexington Parkway – west side, at 
the Montcalm Estates driveway and at the Randolph Avenue intersection; and 
 
WHEREAS, CenturyLink, Inc., headquartered at 100 CenturyLink Drive, Monroe, Louisiana, 71203, is 
requesting parkland diversion on and under the parkways as shown on the attached maps, for the purpose 
of installing a direct bored telecommunications cable / conduit with no above ground facilities; and 
 
WHEREAS, said diversion would be granted as a license to use the land for the direct bored cable / 
conduit installation, related facilities such as handholds and operations, and maintenance; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Department of Parks and Recreation has determined that the park land is of an adequate 
width for installation and maintenance, that existing facilities on, above and below ground will not be 
disturbed, that no above ground facilities will be installed for this purpose, and recommends 
Commission support the request; and,  
 
WHEREAS, that CenturyLink  further warrants that it will restore any damaged facilities, including 
maintenance of any plantings impacted by construction and maintenance until healthy and accepted by 
city staff; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Saint Paul Parks and Recreation Commission 
concurs with the request to divert a portion of City parkways known as Highland Parkway -south side, 
just east of Snelling Avenue, and Lexington Parkway- west side, at the Montcalm Estates driveway and 
at the Randolph Avenue intersection, per the attached documents, and in accordance with City Charter 
Section 13.01.1 recommends approval by the Saint Paul City Council. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Adopted by the Saint Paul Parks and Recreation Commission on February 12, 2014: 
 

Approved:   Yeas  ___ 
Nays  ___ 
Absent:   ___ 

 
Resolution # 14-03  Attested to by: 
 
                                                _____________________________________ 
                                                Staff to the Parks and Recreation Commission 
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Resolution # 14-03 
CenturyLink Highland and Lexington Parkways Parkland Diversion 

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
The Saint Paul Department of Parks and Recreation, owns and manages City parkway land 
known as Highland Parkway – south side, just east of Snelling Avenue, and Lexington Parkway 
– west side, at the Montcalm Estates driveway and at the Randolph Avenue intersection, as 
shown on the attached maps.  CenturyLink Company, headquartered at CenturyLink, Inc., 100 
CenturyLink Drive, Monroe, Louisiana, 71203, with local offices at 301 West 65th Street, 
Richfield, Minnesota, 55423, is requesting a parkland diversion for the purpose of installation 
of underground, direct bored cable / conduits that will be routed to existing utility poles and 
new hand holds below ground flush with existing grades.  No facilities associated with this 
installation will project above ground, except where attached to existing utility poles.  
According to CenturyLink, the borings are needed due to the presence of existing lines attached 
to the utility poles; that would make their cables too close to ground level. 
 
STAFF COMMENTS: 
The Department of Parks and Recreation approves of this use of short, narrow sections of 
parkway (in the parkway Right-of-Way and the backs of curbs) that are maintained by the 
Department of Parks and Recreation.  This project will not project above ground level, and 
won’t impact parkway lands or value.  We have therefore determined that this parkway land 
may be disposed of for the purpose stated and recommends support for the License request.  
CenturyLink has agreed that they will restore any impacted facilities, and replace and maintain 
any impacted plantings until they are in a healthy state, and accepted by Parks and Recreation 
staff. 
 
REQUEST OF THE COMMISSION: 
Adoption of Resolution # 14-03 advocating the parkland diversion, in accordance with City 
Charter Section 13.01.1. 
 
COMMUNITY CONCERNS: 
None known. 
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Parks and Recreation Department                 Park Land Transaction Form 
Feb. 12, 2014                                Staff Report Template 
 
Project Basics 
 
Project Name 
Owner(s) 
Address 
Contact Information 
 

RESOLUTION #14-03 
CenturyLink Parkland Diversion in Highland and Lexington Parkways 
CenturyLink, Inc. 
100 CenturyLink Drive, Monroe, Louisiana, 71203. 
Ron Bozich, Engineer II 
CenturyLink – local office 
301 W 65th Street 
Richfield, MN 55423 
612-861-8162 

Action being requested 
purchase, donation, encroachment, parkland 
dedication, diversion, street vacation, swap, 
other land transfer related 

Parkland diversion of several relatively short sections of Highland and Lexington Parkways. 

Why is the action being requested? 
 

Height of existing overhead cables between utility poles mean that additional overhead lines 
would be too low, making underground, directionally bored cables necessary. 

Is the action proposed permanent or 
temporary?  

Permanent. 

Property type 
neighborhood park, regional park, downtown 
park, plaza, trail, parkway, recreation center, 
private ownership/public usage, passive open 
space, bluff preservation 

City Parkway. 

Land area 
square feet & acres 
 

Highland at Snelling: approx. 255.6 sq. ft. or 0.0059 ac. 
Lexington at Montcalm: approx. 27.6 sq. ft. or 0.00063 ac. 
Lexington at Randolph: approx. 17 sq. ft. or 0.00039 ac. 
Total of approx. 300.2 sq. ft. or 0.0069 ac 

Land value estimate & basis 
assessed value, appraisals, comps 
 

The grassed areas of the underground cable areas will be surveyed and appraised, and values 
will likely vary somewhat from figures below. Assessed values, or adjacent assessed values for 
the 3 areas follow: 
Highland at Snelling: $2,045 
Lexington at Montcalm: $353 
Lexington at Randolph:  $123  Total Estimated Value: $2,521 



CenturyLink Parkland trans HL & Lex pkwys 2-12-14.docx Rev. 2-3-14    Page 2 of 3 

Land characteristics/special features 
proximity to significant natural feature, trail 
connections, water resources, natural areas, 
buildings, fields, play equipment, courts, other 
significant uses on/near property 

Generally, close to street curb level, gradual slopes, covered with turf grasses.  Street trees and 
other utilities in area, a few driveway aprons.  Residential, commercial, Water Dept, and Park 
buildings. 

Adjacent land uses 
commercial, industrial, residential, etc. 
 

Highland at Snelling: Park, Water Utility, high density residential, commercial, institutional 
Lexington at Montcalm: High density residential, single family detached 
Lexington at Randolph:  High density residential, single family detached, commercial 

Applicable laws, codes, policies, guidelines 
City, state, county, watershed districts, etc. 

City park, parkway, and parkland diversion related ordinances. 

Other department, agency involvement Attorney, Real Estate (OFS), Public Works, Safety Inspections, Board of Water Commissioners 
Processes 
parkland dedication, parkland diversion, 
community engagement 

Parkland diversion. 

Legal issues (if any) 
judgments, liens, deed  restrictions, grant 
agreements 

None known. 

 
Public Purpose 
 
How does the proposed action impact the 
affected park property and Saint Paul’s park 
system? 

Facilities are below or flush with surface (handhole boxes), no effect on park property or park 
system.  ‘Potholes’ may have to be dug at intervals for longer runs to facilitate the underground 
boring process, these are only a fraction of the area of open trench excavation.  Lines will run 
to existing utility poles.  They will not be noticeable, and won’t interfere with park facilities or 
activities. 

How does the proposed action fit with 
adopted plans/policies? 
Comprehensive Plan, Parks and Recreation 
System Plan, Regional Parks Policy and System 
Plan, SCORP, Legacy Plan, watershed districts 

No known effects on adopted plans of City or other jurisdictions. 

Does the proposed action impact any other 
City initiatives/actions? 
redevelopment, plan implementation 

None known.  The borings are generally between the curb and the sidewalk, or right-of-way 
(ROW) boundaries. 

How has the community been engaged? 
communications, public notices, meetings, 
District Councils, special interest groups, 

There are no known concerns from the community.  The Parkland Diversion process will take 
the projects through the Parks and Recreation Commission and aCity Council public meeting for 
public oversight and consideration, once appraisals and other processing is completed.  Public 
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elected and appointed officials, web posting, 
outstanding issues, support 

notice will be posted. 

Are there any precedents for the proposed 
action, and does the proposed action set any 
precedents for future decisions?   

There are numerous such utilities in parkways and other types of streets. An example is the 
recently approved Arvig underground fiber optic cable installed near the intersection of 
Edgcumbe Road and Shorewood Lane, to serve nearby Homecroft School. 

What are the budgetary impacts of the 
proposed action? 

Any funds received will be deposited in the parkland replacement fund. 

Are there any other issues or concerns?  None known. 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Include key points of recommendations 

Approval.  These small parkway parkland diversion projects will not jeopardize parklands, nor 
interfere with operations and maintenance.  They will help to solve some seveel local private 
utility alignment safety concerns, with no obvious intrusion into the parkways. 

Attachments 
timeline, plans, designs, correspondence, 
purchase agreements, maps, appraisals, 
sketches, photos, codes, laws, policies 

Parks and Recreation Commission Resolution, Project Description, aerial and street photos of 
project areas, Parkland Diversion applications from CenturyLink, including engineering plans. 

 
Checklist for all land transactions/decisions 

X The land transaction/decision is consistent with the Parks and Recreation System Plan, Comprehensive Plan, and other relevant planning 
documents 
X The land transaction/decision would have a neutral or positive impact on meeting existing/future demand for parkland. 
 If the decision has a budgetary impact, funding is available to cover the cost of the action and any ongoing maintenance needs 
 The action would enhance the parks and recreation system 
X There is community and/or institutional support for the decision 
X There is a clear understanding of how the decision impacts the future of the parks and recreation system 
X The action is consistent with the applicable decision principles outlined in the Parks and Recreation Vision Plan:  

• Furthering Parks’ role as the champion of health and wellness 
 Is a catalyst for private-sector investment 
• Exemplifying environmental leadership 
• Addressing lifecycle and operational costs 
• Helping connect people, parks, trails, and open spaces 
• Supporting a City-wide system of parks and recreational facilities 

 



Exhibit B – Proposed CenturyLink Underground Cable Installations on Lexington  & 
Highland Parkways 

Locations 



Exhibit B – Proposed CenturyLink Cable Installation on Highland Parkway East of Snelling Avenue  



Exhibit B – Proposed CenturyLink Cable Installation on Highland Parkway East of Snelling Avenue  



Exhibit B – Proposed CenturyLink Cable Installation on Lexington Parkway Crossing of Montcalm 
Estates Driveway 



Exhibit B – Proposed CenturLink Cable Installation on Lexington Parkway Crossing 
of Randolph Avenue 
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