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BATTLE CREEK REGIONAL PARK JOINT MASTER PLAN FOR DEVELOPMENT
RAMSEY COUNTY/CITY OF ST. PAUL

INTRODUCTION

This joint master plan proposes a change in the official designation of the
four units of the regional park system covered by this Plan. The name, Battle
Creek Regional Park, will consolidate four sections, each previously used in the
name: 1) Battle Creek (County and City), 2) Fish Hatchery Lake (City), 3) Indian
Mounds Park/Municipal Forest (City)and 4) Pigs Eye Lake (Proposed County). (See
map 1).

This joint master plan will provide development detail for all sections of
Battle Creek Regional Park except the Pigs Eye Lake section. The Pigs Eye Lake
section is not yet at the development stage, but rather the site selection/
acquisition stage. Therefore, less detailed information will be provided for that

section. An amendment to this plan will be submitted at a future date for develon-

ment information for Pigs Eye Lake section.

I. PLAN IDENTIFICATION

A. Plan Date: date of approval

B. Coverage Dates: 1981 - 1985

C. Authority: Ramsey County and the City of St. Paul have prepared and sub-
mitted this master plan in accordance with the Recreation Open Space Policy
Plan of the Metropolitan Council. That plan states that Counties and
special park districts shall: "Prepare and submit to the Council a master
plan and a five-year canital improvement orogram." Palicy #9 of the Policy

Plan states: "After adoption of this Policy Plan, funds for regional re-
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creation facilities will be approved only after a master plan covering
those facilities has been reviewed by the Council and found to be in
conformance with the Recreation Open Space Policy Plan".

The County and City are submitting one master plan for Battle Creek
Regional Park. Policy #13 of the Policy Plan states: "There shall be
one coordinated master plan for each regional recreation open space site
which involves more than one implementing agency. This plan shall be
approved by each of the implementing agencies, and shall identify the
nature of each agency's responsibilities for carrying out the compatible
development and operation of the park.

Approval - The Battle Creek Regional Park Master Plan must be approved by:
1. Ramsey County Board of Commissioners
2. St. Paul City Council

a. Planning Commission

b. District Council 1 & 4

3. Metropolitan Council

Units Covered - The Master Plan covers Battle Creek Regional Park com-
prised of four sections: Battle Creek, Fish Hatchery Lake, Indian

Mounds Park/Municinal Forest and Pigs Eye Lake.

I1. PLANNING PROCESS

A.

Goals and Objectives:

Goals - To provide a joint master plan for the development of Battle
Creek Regional Park which will meet the outdoor recreation needs of
the people within the service area of the park and which will be con-
sistent with the goals, objectives, policies and oriorities of the
Metropolitan Recreation Open Space Po]iby Plan.

Objectives -

1) Provide regional recreation facilities for the variety of needs

within the service area which are compatible with the site's resources.
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bTuff, tributory stream, geology, river commerce, river transportation,
and Tand use. The building will be sited on the edge of the bluff and
the view will include the river corridor from downtown St. Paul to Pigs
Eye Lake, as well as a view of the Battle Creek gorge. The center will be
readily accessible from the Great River Road. Biking and hiking trails
from the entire park go to the center.
Lower Creek Picnic Area

The Tower creek picnic area is Tocated in the section of Battle Creek
between Highway 61 and Battle Creek Road. This picnic area has been used
for many years, however, in recent years it has been closed due to flood
damage. The Battle Creek Watershed Project will restore this lower creek
area, and prevent further flood damage. The 8 acre pcinic area will have
parking capacity for 45 cars. Facilities will include tables, grills,
restrooms and trails. This area will have access from Lower Afton Road
near Highway 61.
Fish Hatchery Lake

The Fish Hatchery Lake section is essentially a trail corridor between
Indian Mounds and Battle Creek sections of the park. The site is primarily
wetTands with a narrow strip of higher ground along Highway 61, therefore,
development will be Timited to nature oriented, passive recreational trails;
hike and bike.
Indian Mounds Park/Municipal Forest

The proposed development will include rehabilitation of the pnavilion
building, protection and interoretation of the Indian Mounds, and g=zneral
imorovements which will enhance the functions and appearance of the park.
Biking and hiking paths will be constructed through the park connecting,
via a bridge over Warner Road, to Fish'Hatchery Lake paths and on to

Battle Creek.
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Other imorovements will include pedestrian Tighting, benches, trees,
scenic overlook repair, picnic facility improvements, handicapned
accommodations and erosion control on bluffs.

10. Pigs Eye Lake

Although additional planning will be done on the Pigs Eye Lake section,
preliminary staff analysis of the site would indicate that the most Tikely
development will be Timited to extensive trail develooment. Trails through
accessible areas would cover approximately 6-7 miles. A pedestrian bridge
over Highway 61 and the railroad could connect these trails to the Battle
Creek section. A maintenance and interim access road will be located off
the service road to the Metro Waste Control Plant.

The Minnesota DNR has expressed an interest in managing the heron rookery
as a scientific and natural area.

B. Public Service Improvements
Full utility service; sewer, water, electrical and telephone will be
required at the following locations within the park:
1. Group Picnic Pavillion
2. Swimming Facility
3. Trail Head
4, Winter Sports Area
5. Bluff Picnic Area
6. Trail Head/Visitor Center
7. Lower Battle Creek Picnic Area

8. Mounds Park (existing)
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