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Indian Mounds Regional Park Master Plan 
Task Force Meeting #3 Notes  
October 21, 2010  
 
Staff Present: 

Kathleen Anglo, Project Manager, Parks & Recreation Design 
Ellen Stewart, Parks & Recreation Design 
Karin Misiewicz, Parks & Recreation Operations 
Cy Kosel, Parks & Recreation Environmental Services 
Brian Tourtelotte, Parks & Recreation Design 
Ellen Biales, Ward 7 

 
Task Force Members Present:   

Julie Gugin, Task Force Chair 
Ned Brooks 

 Jacob Dorer 
Stephanie Harr 
Sharyl Kaase (for Anne Kolar) 

Marjorie Pitz 
Sue Richter 
Jane Russo 
Steve Trimble, Resident Historian 
Wally Waranka 

 
Task Force Members Absent: 

Candy Petersen      Brian Miller 
      John Anfinson, National Pk Serv.      Colleen Ashton 
 N. Scott Larsen     Jim Jones  
 Tom Ross      Leonard Wabasha 
 
Comments added by the task force are in italics       
 
Welcome 
 
Presentation of Historic/Cultural Inventory: 

• Map and images of significant historic and cultural features of the park 
• Recommendation for extensive research should be conducted for future interpretive 

programming of park  
• Add archery range location to Historical/cultural Map 

 
Presentation of Regional and Local Connections and Recommendations 

• Traffic calming at the west end of the park is needed as well as through the entire 
parkway 

• Consider acquisition of land on the west end with all of the billboards 
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Presentation of Gateways and Recommendations 
 
Presentation of Interpretive Opportunities and Recommendations 

• Add WPA walls to the interpretive layer 
 
Presentation of Land Use 

• Consider locations for picnic areas, performance areas, basketball 
• Respect the topography and vegetation 
• Too much activity? 
• Exercise loop – scale, location.  Survey to find out if there is interest 
• Performance space? 
• Splash pad + play area.  Not just a splash pad.  No pools are on the east side 
• FOMP wants more activity and opportunities 
• Parking is not an issue now.  People use the street. 
• Will it be an issue? 
• Consider restroom at west end 

 
Parking 

• Some feel that there is adequate parking currently, so additional off-street parking 
may not be needed.   

• Additional parking need will be explored and studied.   
• If additional uses or more intensive uses are part of the master plan, they may warrant 

additional parking.  In that case, the layout and buffering shall be done carefully when 
the time comes to add parking.   

 
Picnic Areas 

• It may be hard to reach picnic tables on the hilltop east of the existing picnic area. 
• Group favored the idea of the satellite picnic areas around the reconstructed perched 

wetland although there was concern about losing picnic space 
• Proposal to scatter picnic tables through the park along the trail as well as having a 

couple of more concentrated picnic areas 
• Picnic areas should be near restroom facilities.   

 
Structures 

• Consider restrooms over at the west end of the park in addition to the existing 
restrooms 

• Kitchen facility for large group gatherings i.e. Highland or Como Pavilions  
• Restrooms should be located where there are places to congregate i.e. picnic areas 

and near play areas. 
 

Play Area or Splash Pad 
• What does  a splash pad look like? provide pictures 
• How large is a “signature play area”? provide pictures  (About twice the size of the 

existing.) 
• Play area important – well used 
• A splash pad could be integrated into larger “signature” play area. 
• Location dependent on proximity to picnic area and restroom facility 

 
Performance Space 

• Keep close to Cerenity 
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• Small scale(size?) 
• Use existing topography  
• Duality of space: site the performance space so that it can be used for other activities 

when there are no performances 
• Organic/Natural 
• Possible location on the southeast corner side of the existing pavilion. 

 
Exercise loop 

• Does it need to be flat?  What is the length/size? 
• Survey the people at Cerenity and in the neighborhood about usefulness, placement, etc. 
• Keep the discussion open until next meeting and explore the idea 

 
Tennis Courts & Basketball Courts 

• Most people use the tennis courts at Burns because they are in better condition 
• Explore the idea of removing the tennis courts or moving the tennis courts.  
• Provide buffer from residential if they are to be part of the park programming 
• Basketball would need to be buffered from residents and not in a location where night 

play would be permissible 
 
Other activities: 

• Sledding 
• Mini golf 
• Bocce 
• Ice skating 
• Volleyball 
• Hmong sports 
• Sculpture garden 

 
Next meeting: 

• Parking Inventory 
• Add character and precedent images 
• Provide user focus at west entrance of the park and at Johnson Parkway similar to the 

ones done for the area at Earl Street. 
• Determine program and site suitablility 

 
 

 
Next meeting will be November 18, 2010 at 6:30 pm at Cerenity Senior Care, note meeting 
will be held back in the original room (Marian Hall) in the basement, please enter through 
door on Frank and Burns (where you’d enter to vote). 
The agenda will include presentation of existing and proposed land uses and programs within 
and adjacent to the park.  Focus areas will consist of the western end near Carver’s Cave 
Overlook, the existing picnic area and the eastern end from Johnson Parkway to 61.  Any 
proposed programs/amenities will have background information such as size requirements and 
pictures of examples.    


