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SAINT PAUL CITY COUNCIL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Design Standards Zoning Amendments 

The Saint Paul City Council will hold a public hearing on proposed amendments to §60.103, Intent and purpose, §61.401, Site plan, §61.402, Site plan review (all districts), §63.110, General design standards, §63.310, Entrances and exits, §63.136, Paving, and §63.501, Accessory buildings, of the Zoning Code pertaining to design standards.  The amendments retain parts of the interim design standards ordinance, including site plan review and minimum window and door percentage requirements for one- and two family dwellings, and contain new standards relating to a primary entrance on principal structures, residential off-street parking (including specific standards for garages), paving for driveways and parking spaces, and the protection and conservation of water resources.
The hearing will be held before the City Council on:

Wednesday, December 16, 2009
5:30 p.m.

City Council Chambers, Room 300
15 West Kellogg Boulevard, Saint Paul

All comments concerning the proposed design standards zoning amendments will be heard at this hearing.  Comments submitted in writing should be addressed to:

Office of the City Council
310 City Hall

15 Kellogg Blvd W.

Saint Paul, MN 55102

or c/o luis.pereira@ci.stpaul.mn.us
Copies of the Design Standards Zoning Amendments are available at www.stpaul.gov/index.aspx?NID=3000 (click on “revised design standards ordinance”).  Questions can be directed to Luis Pereira, city planner, at 651-266-6591, or by e-mail to luis.pereira@ci.stpaul.mn.us.
Proposed Substantive Design Standards Amendments to the Zoning Code
1. Require site plan review for one and two-family dwellings.

2. Require a minimum percentage of the area of exterior walls of principal residential buildings to be comprised of windows and door openings, with a higher minimum standard for walls facing a street.  Extend this requirement to the walls of most commercial and institutional buildings facing the street, as well.

3. Newly require principal structures to have a primary entrance within the front third of a structure in addition to the requirement of a direct pedestrian connection to the street and design elements that delineate the entrance location.  

4. Newly require a primary entrance of one- and two-family residences to either face the street or be located off of a front porch, foyer, courtyard, or similar architectural feature and be set back at least eight feet from the side lot line.

5. Modify a standard for rooftop equipment to provide some flexibility for options to reduce the visibility of rooftop equipment and avoid unreasonably restricting solar panels.

6. Consolidate requirements for residential off-street parking, including standards specific to garages, into §63.501(b).  Add a requirement that access to residential off-street parking be from an abutting improved alley when available, except where it is determined in the review of a site plan application that there are circumstances unique to the property that make this impractical, unreasonable, or harmful to the public safety.  On corner lots, access to parking is permitted from the side street.

7. Revise §63.316 to permit pervious paving and brick, stone, or concrete pavers for driveways and parking spaces; to limit the total amount of paving for surface parking spaces for one- and two-family dwellings to fifteen percent of the lot area or one thousand square feet, whichever is less; and to allow paving for driveways for one- and two-family dwellings to be limited to the wheel tracks.

8. Add a statement to §60.103, Intent and purpose, of the Zoning Code to protect water resources, improve water quality, and promote water conservation.
9. Remove ambiguous and subjective language, including language about relating to the scale and character of adjacent traditional buildings, that could be interpreted differently from one case to another, lead to arbitrary and unpredictable enforcement, result in fruitless aesthetic debates, and potentially be cumbersome, costly, time-consuming and adversarial to administer and enforce.
10. Make the requirement that buildings at intersections in pedestrian-oriented commercial districts “hold the corner” more objective and measurable by specifying a maximum 15 foot setback from both streets.  
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