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What is zoning?

A set of laws regulating how property is used and the size and 
location of buildings on a lot. 
General zoning types in the City of Saint Paul: 

Residential: one-family, two-family, townhouse, and multiple family
Traditional Neighborhood
Commercial: office-service and business (local, community, general, and 

central)
Industrial (light, general, and restricted)

Overlay districts provide supplemental regulations
Administration is split between the departments of Safety and 
Inspections and Planning and Economic Development



Sh d D A  Z i  M



Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats



SWOT

Business and Industry Housing and Community
Topic S O W T Topic S O W T
Commercial vacancies 3 4 3 Multi‐family / mixed tenure housing 4 2 2 1
Aging buildings / poor maintenance 2 2 Affordable single family homes 1 1
Business community / associations 2 Create a connected urban village 1
Convenient trucking routes 1 Gentrification 2

Low apartment vacancies 1
Convenient neighborhood shopping 3 2 2 Rising home prices and sales 1 1
Light industry (existing and new) 2 1 2
Too many auto‐related uses 3 Socio‐economic / cultural diversity 9 1
Dense, mixed‐use area 1 2 Neighborhood strength / identity 5 1 2 1
Increase services in area for residents 1 Age diversity 3
Gas stations 1 Business community / associations 2

Task force as a community resource 1
Rezoning to commercial (and create jobs) 5
Declining commercial real estate market 1 3 Aging buildings / poor maintenance 4 2
Development potential for commercial  1 3

and industrial uses Physical neighborhood dividers 4 1
Developer demands 1

History of the area and corridor 2
Limited restaurant choices 2 1 Homecroft rec and Highland "proper" 2 1
Ethnic restaurants 1 Jewish Community Center 1
Create a destination 1
Summer farmers' market 1 Mixed‐use area 1 1

Ford plant redevelopment 1
Ford rail spur: development on 1 1

Lack of implementation and support 7 Lack of implementation and support 7



SWOT

Design and Aesthetics Transportation
Topic S O W T Topic S O W T
Streetscapes and landscaping 3 4 Roadway access (35E, Hwy 5 etc) 3 1
Improve streets with better transit 1 W. 7th traffic levels: good 1 1 5

infrastructure (bus shelters etc) W. 7th traffic levels: too high, too fast  1 6 1

Old and tired neighborhood aesthetics 4 1 Convenient trucking routes 1
Lack of resources and interest for  2 Shepard Road redesign 1

improvements to existing W. 7th and Davern intersection 1 2

Developer demands 1 Ford rail spur: park / trail use 2
Design standards: implement more 2 Ford rail spur: public transit use 1 1
Design standards: reduction of 1 Ford rail spur: roadway use 1

Public transit and regional access 16 7 1
Inadequate bus shelters 1 1

Physical neighborhood dividers 4
Shepard Road bike / walk trails 4 1
Streetscapes 1 1
Walkability 1 1 3 1
W. 7th pedestrian safety, especially at  4 6 1

intersections
W. 7th: no bike lanes 1

Too many auto‐related uses 4

Lack of implementation and support 7 Lack of implementation and support 7



SWOT

Parks and Recreation Public Safety
Topic S O W T Topic S O W T
Crosby lake park / river area, 
connections 8 4 W. 7th pedestrian safety, especially at  4 6 1
Boat marina 1 intersections
Educational facility for riverfront 1

High crime levels and perception of 4 2
Bike / walk trails (Shepard Rd) 4 3 Unsecured open areas invite 2 1
Ford rail spur: park / trail use 2 "unacceptable" uses

Lack of neighborhood green spaces 2 3 Emergency services located in area 2 1 2
Lack of neighborhood recreation spaces 1

Fort Snelling 2

Homecroft park development 1 1

Bookmobile 1

Lack of implementation and support 7 Lack of implementation and support 7


