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Foreword

“A SOCIETY GROWS GREAT WHEN OLD MEN
PLANT TREES WHOSE SHADE THEY KNOW
THEY WILL NEVER SITIN”

-Greek proverb
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

CITY OF SAINT PAUL 400 City Hall Annex Telephone: 651-266-6400

May or Christopher B. Coleman 25 West 4" Street Facsimile: 651-292-7311
Saint Paul, Minnesota 55102
www.stpaul.gov/parks

Dear Saint Paul Resident:

I’'m pleased to present the updated Street and Park Tree M aster Plan, a guide for the management and
stewardship of our urban forest. The Department of Parks and Recreation has created this document as
one piece of the Saint Paul Comprehensive Plan which serves as a “blue print” for future development of
the city.

The Comprehensive Plan is broken into six subject-based plans, one being Parks and Recreation.
Strategy 3 of the Parks and Recreation Plan, Promote a Vital Environment, calls for, among other things,
increased tree reforestation implementing an updated Street and Park Tree M aster Plan. This document
serves as a guide and reference source for Forestry staff, policy makers, as well as residents of Saint Paul
interested in planting trees on their own properties.

Trees are a vital part of our urban environment and provide a myriad of social, economic, and
environmental benefits. As a part of the city’s green infrastructure they clean our air, reduce stormwater

runoff, and mitigate the impacts of the urban heat island effect while increasing the livability of our
neighborhoods.

Information found within this master plan outlines these benefits, the guiding design principles and
standards used for tree selection and planting alon g streets, a list of trees currently used on boulevards,
challenges confronting us such as the emerald ash borer, and the planting and management tools used by
Saint Paul Forestry .

Additionally, it tells of a number of new planting methods that have emerged in response to the
continued need for increased species diversity and improved growth rates within the urban forest.
Examples include the use of sequenced planting or the shortening of linear plantings of a single species,
both to reduce monocultures that can be wiped out by future pests or diseases that target a particular
species. Continued implementation of innovative solutions to forest management will increase the long
term sustainability and resiliency of our urban forest.

Of course, the urban forest extends beyond boulevard and park trees and this plan provides information
and links to online resources that will assist residents and businesses in selecting and caring for their own
trees on private property. I hope that you find this document useful and that by working together to
improve the urban forest we can continue to make Saint Paul the most livable city in America.

Sincerely,

Lt

L Tc

Michael Hahm, CPRP
Director
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