Ward 5 Major Projects and Initiatives

Winnipeg
The Winnipeg project is part of the Invest Saint Paul initiative, which aims to revitalize declining neighborhoods in Saint Paul.  The Winnipeg project has been in the works since 2004.  The total cost of construction is $12 million.  The City is working with SPARC, a community development corporation to construct the 56-unit three story apartment building that will feature a green roof.  The first floor of the building will have space available for small commercial businesses. The Winnipeg will benefit a wide range of residents in the community by providing quality housing at an affordable rate.  The [image: image1.jpg]


apartment complex will be available to people who make 60 percent or less of the area’s median income. Six units will be subsidized apartments for the homeless.  We are confident that this project will inspire further revitalization efforts in the North End.  
Blooming Rice Street
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Blooming Rice Street is a beautification program for Rice Street, the major commercial corridor in ward 5.  Thanks to community businesses’ commitment and donation efforts we were able to achieve significant aesthetic improvement to Rice Street with the addition of cement planters, ornamental fixtures, and a new entrance sign.  If you would like to support this effort, donations can be sent to Blooming Rice Street Fund, C/O District 6 Community Council, 213 Front Avenue, Saint Paul, MN 55117.  If you have any further questions please call Council Member Helgen’s office at 651-266-8650.
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Rice Street Art Scoop

The Rice Street Art Scoop is an art initiative to encourage artists to get involved in the local community and expose residents to art on a personal level, as well as contribute to the beautification efforts in their neighborhoods.  Several events are sponsored throughout the year for artists to display their artwork in street galleries and storefronts.  Be sure to mark your calendars for the upcoming Rice Street Art Scoop on July 26, 2008 from 12:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.   The event will be held at Lawson and Rice Street. The family friendly event is open to all and will be filled with entertainment!
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Central Police Station

We are currently preparing a Capital Investment Proposal to locate a new Central Police Station in the North End.
Rice Street Bridge
The re-construction of the Rice Street Bridge located between Ivy and Cottage has been postponed to 2009. The construction will commence in the later part of 2008.
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Youth Engagement Work

Ward 5 has been dedicated to working with the district councils, the police department, and community based organizations to create programs that promote youth involvement in positive activities.   
Invest Saint Paul

Invest Saint Paul is Mayor Chris Coleman’s initiative to strengthen neighborhoods by building a collaborative effort between the City and private resources to form revitalization strategies and redevelopment projects in four neighborhoods that are being challenged by economic and social downturns.

The North End and parts of the Payne- Phalen neighborhoods are part of this initiative. As part of the Ward 5 Invest Saint Paul initiative we have made it our goal to work with district councils to help review vacant houses for demolition to assist in addressing the problem of vacant buildings in neighborhoods.  We have been committed to building relationships with community based organizations and district councils to establish crime prevention programs that keep youth engaged in positive activities. We have also established neighborhood beautification programs in our ward such as Blooming Rice Street and the Rice Street Art Scoop to make our neighborhoods more attractive.  We have also invested money into neighborhood businesses and housing projects to improve our community and make it one of the most livable wards in Saint Paul.
