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Open Houses Scheduled for West Midway Industrial Strategy
Task Force released strategies to improve development in the area
SAINT PAUL – The West Midway Area Industrial Study Task Force has released its recommended strategy to improve industrial development in the West Midway area of Saint Paul. The strategy, available online at www.stpaul.gov/westmidway, is to ensure the area becomes a major center of “high value employment” in the region, while enhancing the vitality of surrounding residential neighborhoods. 
The strategy includes recommendations to: 
· Retain businesses and help them grow.
· Attract new industrial investments.
· Ensure compatibility between residential and industrial areas.
· Improve city permitting and regulations.
· Intensify industrial business outreach.
· Improve streets for optimum truck access from the freeway system and pedestrian access to the Green Line.
· Efficiently assemble land and incorporate urban design of new industrial development.
Two open houses for the West Midway Industrial Strategy will be held on Tuesday, June 25 at the Goodwill/Easter Seals building located at 553 Fairview Avenue. The first open house will be from 7:30 – 9:30 a.m. with a presentation beginning at 8 a.m. and the second will be held from 5-7 p.m. with a presentation beginning at 5:30 p.m. Parking is available in the surface lot on University Avenue (park in the middle rows of the parking lot or close to University Avenue).  
Public comments will be taken on the drafted strategy until July 1, 2013. The task force will send the amended strategy to the City of Saint Paul’s Planning Commission and a formal public hearing will be held on the recommended changes to the Comprehensive Plan. The City Council will also hold a public hearing before a final decision is made on the strategy. 

Comments can also be submitted online at www.stpaul.gov/open or to Allen Lovejoy at allen.lovejoy@ci.stpaul.mn.us or 651-266-6226.
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