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Resolution 13-17 
Baker/SPPS Property Swap 

 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 
The City of Saint Paul wishes to swap the following two properties located at: 
 
 209 W. Page valued at $23,000 and measuring 4500 square feet 
 2199 Lodin Lane valued at $15.000 and measuring 3368 square feet 
 
With the Saint Paul School District’s property located at: 
 
 1024 Marion St valued at $35,000 and measuring 8241 square feet 
 
The total amount of property being offered by City of Saint Paul is 8868 square feet valued at 
$38,000 and the total amount offered by Saint Paul School District is 8241 square feet valued at 
$35,000 
 
STAFF COMMENTS: 
The Department of Parks and Recreation no longer uses the property located at 209 page and 
2188 and therefore recommends swapping these two properties for the property located at 1024 
Marion street. 
 
REQUEST OF THE COMMISSION: 
Recommend the adoption of the resolution in support of the Baker/SPPS Property Swap 
 
COMMUNITY CONCERNS: 
None known. 
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Parks Land Use Actions 
Staff Report Template 

 
Project Basics 
 
Project Name 
Owner(s) 
Address 
Contact Information 
 

City/ISD #625 Land Swap  -  City owned land a Baker (209 W. Page Street) & Highwood Hills 
(2188 Londin Lane) in exchange for ISD #625 owned platted lot at 1041 Marion Street. 
 
Tom Russell – tom.russell@ci.stpaul.mn.us   Brad Meyer – brad.meyer@ci.stpaul.mn.us 

Action being requested 
purchase, donation, encroachment, parkland 
dedication, diversion, swap, master plan or 
design approval,  other 
 

Land Swap 

Why is the action being requested? 
 

To make the necessary property adjustments with the ISD #625 that will coincide with 
operational changes that were first implemented as part of the 2010 budget. 

Is the action proposed permanent or 
temporary?  
 

Permanent 

Property type 
neighborhood park, regional park, downtown 
park, plaza, trail, recreation center, private 
ownership/public usage, passive open space, 
bluff preservation 
 

Baker – 209 W. Page Street – Park Land that includes a portion of a building 
Highwood Hills – 2188 Londin Lane - Park Land that includes a portion of a building 
1041 Marion Street – School District land currently used as flexible recreational  space 

Land area 
square feet & acres 
 

209 W. Page Street – 4500 square feet 
2188 Londin Lane – 3,368 square feet 
1041 Marion Street – 8241 square feet 

Land value & basis 
assessed value, appraisals, comps 
 

209 W. Page Street - $23,000.00 
2188 Londin Lane - $15,000.00 
1041 Marion Street - $35,000.00 

Land characteristics/special features 
proximity to significant natural feature, trail 
connections, water resources, natural areas, 
buildings, fields, play equipment, courts, other 
significant uses on/near property 

209 W. Page Street – Land with a city owned improvement  (Parks can add the description of 
choice) 
2188 Londin Lane – Land with an ISD #625 owned improvement  (Parks can add the description 
of choice) 
1014 Marion Street – ISD #625 owns platted lot that is surrounded by City owned  flexible 

mailto:tom.russell@ci.stpaul.mn.us
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recreational space. 
Adjacent land uses 
commercial, industrial, residential, etc. 
 

209 W. Page Street – adjacent land consists of park land and school district owned land 
2188 Londin Lane - adjacent land consists of park land and school district owned land 
1041 Marion Street – adjacent park land 

Applicable laws, codes, policies, guidelines 
City, state, county, watershed districts, etc. 
 

Chapter 13.01.1 - Disposal or Diversion of Park Property  

Other department, agency involvement 
 

OFS/Real Estate & ISD #625 

Processes 
parkland dedication, parkland diversion, 
community engagement 

Parkland Diversion is satisfied under this policy and the West Side community council and 
neighboring community was first engaged as part of the 2010 budget process, and has since 
been engaged by the ISD #625 staff.  

Legal issues (if any) 
judgments, liens, deed  restrictions, grant 
agreements 

209 W. Page Street – Mutual consent to terminate existing lease and joint use agreement. 
2188 Londin Lane - Mutual consent to terminate existing lease and joint use agreement. 

 
Public Purpose 
 
How does the proposed action impact the 
affected park property and Saint Paul’s park 
system? 
 

The proposed land swap will formalize the operational changes that were first implemented as 
part of the 2010 budget process. Adjacent park land will continue to be operated and 
maintained by the Department.   

How does the proposed action fit with 
adopted plans/policies? 
Comprehensive Plan, Parks and Recreation 
System Plan, Regional Parks Policy and System 
Plan, SCORP, Legacy Plan, Legislative 
committee policies, watershed districts 
 

Consistent with Park’s System and Vision Plans 

Does the proposed action impact any other 
City initiatives/actions? 
redevelopment, plan implementation 

None known. 

How has the community been engaged? 
communications, public notices, meetings, 
District Councils, special interest groups, 
elected and appointed officials, web posting, 

The community was first engaged as part of the 2010 budget process, and has since been a part 
of tours and meetings between the School District and the City. The additional land swap 
components outside of updated agreement changes for the building will have little known 
impact to the community.  
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outstanding issues, support 
Are there any precedents for the proposed 
action, and does the proposed action set any 
precedents for future decisions?   
 

Yes. ISD #625 and the City have initiated this type of action at other facilities (Eastside 
Community Center and Franklin School). 

What are the budgetary impacts of the 
proposed action? 
 

None.    

Are there any other issues or concerns?  
 

None. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Include key points of recommendations 

Approve resolution supporting the City/ISD #625 Land Swap  -  City owned land a Baker (209 W. 
Page Street) & Highwood Hills (2188 Londin Lane) in exchange for ISD #625 owned platted lot 
at 1041 Marion Street. 
 

Attachments 
timeline, plans, designs, correspondence, 
purchase agreements, maps, appraisals, 
sketches, photos, codes, laws, policies 

Independent  Appraisals were completed and provided to City and ISD #625 in June of 2013.  A  
professional  survey for each parcel of land will be completed in Nov. 2013. City Council and ISD 
#625 action in Dec. 2013 

 
 
Checklist for all land-use decisions 
 The land-use decision is consistent with the Parks and Recreation System Plan, Comprehensive Plan, and other relevant planning 

documents 
 The land-use decision would have a neutral or positive impact on meeting existing/future demand for parkland. 
 If the land-use decision has a budgetary impact, funding is available to cover the cost of the action and any ongoing maintenance needs 
 The action would enhance the parks and recreation system 
 There is community and/or institutional support for the decision 
 There is a clear understanding of how the decision impacts the future of the parks and recreation system 
 The action is consistent with the applicable decision principles outlined in the Parks and Recreation Vision Plan:  

• Furthering Parks’ role as the champion of health and wellness 
• Is a catalyst for private-sector investment 
• Exemplifying environmental leadership 
• Addressing lifecycle and operational costs 
• Helping connect people, parks, trails, and open spaces 
• Supporting a City-wide system of parks and recreational facilities 
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RESOLUTION 13-17 

Baker/SPPS Property Swap 
 

WHEREAS the Parks and Recreation Commission serves as an advisory body to the mayor and 
city council on park and recreation matters relating to the planning, promotion, preservation, 
acquisition, development, operation and evaluation of parks, parkways, lakes and waterways, 
recreational facilities, city trees, bikeways and trails in the City of Saint Paul; and  

  
WHEREAS, Section 13.01.1 of the City Charter requires that the Commission review any 
diversion or disposal of park property and present a recommendation to the Saint Paul City 
Council; and 
  
WHEREAS,  the Parks and Recreation Department and the Saint Paul School District (ISD 
#625) have determined that it is in the best interests of each to exchange certain properties which 
are located at sites which are or have been jointly operated in order to formalize changed 
relationships; and 

  
WHEREAS,  Parks and Recreation owns property at 209 W. Page Street which is approximately 
4,500 square feet and has an appraised value of $23,000; and 
  
WHEREAS,   the City built Baker Recreation Center at that location  partially on School District 
land.   Funding for the Baker Recreation Center was cut from the operating budget in 2010 and 
the City and School District, pursuant to the Lease and Joint Use Agreement, wish to turn the 
building over to the School District; and 

  
WHEREAS,  Parks and Recreation owns property at 2188 Londin Lane which is approximately 
3,368 square feet and has an appraised value of $15,000.  The Highwood Hills Elementary 
School is located adjacent east and a portion of the school building is located on the parcel; and 

  
WHEREAS, the School District owns property at 1041 Marion Street which is approximately 
8,241 square and the market value is $35,000; and 

 
WHEREAS,   the Parks and Recreation Department wishes to exchange the 2188 Londin Lane 
property, which it does not use, for the property at 1041 Marion Street; and 
                  
WHEREAS,  the Parks and Recreation Department wishes to dispose of the 209 W. Page 
property, which it does not use, for additional property at 1041 Marion Street, and officially 
terminate the use of the Baker Recreation Center; and  
  
WHEREAS,  the Parks and Recreation Commission finds that the proposed exchange of 
properties will result in the City owning property unencumbered with school district buildings 
and acquiring land which is approximately equal in size and market value to the parcels it will 
deed to the School District; now, therefore, be it  
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RESOLVED, that the Parks and Recreation Commission hereby recommends that the City 
Council approve the transaction in which the Parks and Recreation Department will deed the 
parcels at 209 W. Page Street and 2188 Londin Lane to the Saint Paul School District, will allow 
the District to accept the building at 209 W. Page Street pursuant to the terms of the Lease and 
Joint Use Agreement  and will accept the deed of property by the School District of the parcel at 
1041 Marion Street. 
 
Adopted by the Saint Paul Parks and Recreation Commission on November 13, 2013: 
 

Approved: Yeas   
 Nays   
 Absent   

 
Resolution #13-17  Attested to by: 
 
                                                _____________________________________ 
                                                Staff to the Parks and Recreation Commission 
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