DRAFT VISION for WEST SIDE FLATS MASTER PLAN

Creating a 21st Century Riverfront Urban Village
The West Side Flats will once again be a thriving riverfront urban village that connects the larger West Side community to the Mississippi River and downtown Saint Paul. Reflecting its unique landscape and history, the West Side Flats will re-establish its identity as a place that welcomes and integrates a broad mix of people, cultures and destinations into a vibrant mixed-use urban neighborhood. The future West Side Flats is envisioned as a multi-dimensional sustainable and livable community of residences, commercial corridors, employment districts, riverfront recreational destinations, green corridors and public spaces that create a thriving 21st century urban village where people live, work and play.
Reconnecting the Neighborhood and the River
Physically framed by the riverfront, river bluff and signature street corridors – Wabasha, Robert, Lafayette and Plato - the West Side Flats celebrates its unique sense of place in Saint Paul’s West Side neighborhood, along the Mississippi River corridor, across from downtown Saint Paul, and within the Twin Cities metropolitan region. This unique physical framework will be the foundation for creating strong neighborhood connections to the river, walk/bike-friendly streets, clearly-identified neighborhood centers, a well-designed network of public spaces, restored natural systems, urban neighborhood design, a complementary mix of high-quality and human-scaled buildings, green infrastructure, ties to the West Side’s cultural history and identity, and unique public art. A variety of housing types, including affordable and rental housing, will welcome residents of all ages, incomes, household types and cultural backgrounds. A vibrant local economy will be reflected in businesses catering to neighborhood needs, as well as community/regional markets. The residential and mixed-use areas that will emerge west of Robert Street will be complemented by a modern employment district that extends east from Robert Street. While the land uses, building forms and street network may differ east of Robert Street, they will be designed in a way that complements the surrounding neighborhood’s development patterns, enhances connectivity, and improves neighborhood safety.
Balanced and Sustainable Placemaking
A more balanced mix of neighborhood, business and natural systems will be restored in the future West Side Flats to achieve environmental, economic and social sustainability. To become a more green community, new development and infrastructure will be designed with energy-efficient techniques, innovative stormwater management, alternative mobility options, and local energy and food production opportunities. The West Side Flats’ public realm, development patterns and economic opportunities will sustain the neighborhood’s cultural diversity, artists and creative communities, and unique identity.  Community gardens and food markets will be encouraged in the West Side Flats, as both interim and long-term land uses that contribute to creating a more complete and sustainable West Side community. 
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