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District del Sol

Implementation

Commercial Vitality Strategies
# Strategy Summary Participating Parties Time Frame for Implementation
CV4.1 Promote District del Sol through a clear and visible 

branding strategy
NeDA, WSCO On-going

CV4.2 Maintain signage to identify District del Sol NeDA On-going
CV4.2.1 Refresh and expand the gateway installations in the 

western node (Wabasha/Cesar Chavez intersection) 
and at the Girl Scouts Bridge, and create new 
installations at the central (Robert/Cesar Chavez 
intersection) and eastern (Ada/Cesar Chavez 
intersection) nodes of the District

NeDA, WSCO Short-term

CV4.3 Continue implementation of the District del Sol paint 
program and encourage utilization of vibrant colors 
that reinforce the District del Sol brand

NeDA, WSCO On-going

CV4.4 Explore updating the District del Sol brand to 
incorporate new businesses

NeDA, WSCO Short-term

CV4.5 Co-market and co-brand with partners such as Smith 
Avenue, other neighborhood organizations, media 
outlets and “Visit Saint Paul”

NeDA, Smith Avenue  
Businesses, WSCO

On-going

Short-term: 1 to 3 Years	 Mid-term; 3 to7 Years	 Long-term; 7 to 15 Years 

Lunning Wende Associates

Note: PED=Saint Paul Planning and Economic Development, DSI=Department of Safety and Inspections
NeDA=Neighborhood Development Alliance, WSCO=West Side Community Organization



An Addendum to the Saint Paul Comprehensive Plan - page 32 

District del Sol

Implementation

Public Realm and Transportation Strategies
# Strategy Summary Participating Parties Time Frame for Implementation
PR1.1 Enhance the pedestrian bridge on Robert north of Cesar 

Chavez and the George Street bridge over Robert Street 
to create welcoming gateways

Public Works, WSCO Long-term

PR1.2 Improve and strengthen pedestrian connections to the 
neighborhoods

WSCO, Public Works On-going

PR2.1 Identify spaces that can be developed as plaza areas 
along Cesar Chavez

NeDA, WSCO Short-term

PR2.2 Consider new street design for Cesar Chavez Street that 
widens the pedestrian zone and eliminates the center 
turn lane where possible

Public Works, Parks, 
NeDA, WSCO

Short-term

PR2.3 Incorporate public plaza areas into the redevelopment 
sites on the south side of Cesar Chavez Street 

Public Works, Parks, 
NeDA, Private Developers

Mid-term

PR3.1 Develop a program to work with business owners 
and private properties to encourage incorporation of 
plantings and/or public art

WSCO, NeDA On-going

Short-term: 1 to 3 Years	 Mid-term; 3 to7 Years	 Long-term; 7 to 15 Years 

Lunning Wende Associates

Note: PED=Saint Paul Planning and Economic Development, DSI=Department of Safety and Inspections
NeDA=Neighborhood Development Alliance, WSCO=West Side Community Organization
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District del Sol

Public Realm and Transportation Strategies
# Strategy Summary Participating Parties Time Frame for Implementation
T1.1 Consider and test viability of converting the northbound 

and southbound Robert Street frontage roads, between 
Cesar Chavez and George to pedestrian walkways

Public Works, NeDA, 
WSCO

Long-term

T1.2 Develop pedestrian plazas at the top and bottom of the 
pedestrian walkways - on the northeast and northwest 
corners of Robert/George intersection and the south 
east and southwest corners of the Robert/Cesar Chavez 
intersection

Public Works, NeDA, 
WSCO

Long-term

T2.1 Develop a northbound Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) station 
and a southbound BRT station at the intersection of 
Robert/Cesar Chavez

Public Works, 
Metropolitan Council, 
Ramsey County

Long-term

T2.2 Integrate the two BRT stations with adjacent land use PED, Public Works, 
Metropolitan Council, 
Ramsey County

Long-term

T3.1 Streets will continue to be designed utilizing current            
“Urban State Design Standards” as stated in the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan

Public Works Long-term

T3.2 Explore and test with local businesses, the relocation 
of on-street parking and, if successful, seek funding to 
widen the boulevard to utilize this area for pedestrian 
and greening purposes

City and Businesses Long-term

Implementation

Short-term: 1 to 3 Years	 Mid-term; 3 to7 Years	 Long-term; 7 to 15 Years 

Note: PED=Saint Paul Planning and Economic Development, DSI=Department of Safety and Inspections
NeDA=Neighborhood Development Alliance, WSCO=West Side Community Organization
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District del Sol

Public Realm and Transportation Strategies
# Strategy Summary Participating Parties Time Frame for Implementation
T4.1 Encourage owners of parking lots to develop and 

implement a shared parking policy for the District
NeDA, WSCO, Businesses, 
PED

On-going

T4.2 Promote timed parking limits along Cesar Chavez Businesses, Public Works, 
NeDA, WSCO

Long-term

T5.1 Complete the bicycle system of on-street bike lanes 
throughout the District

NeDA, Neighborhood 
House, WSCO, Public 
Works 

Long-term

T5.2 Encourage business owners to install bike racks, subject 
to review, approval and permit by the Department of 
Public Works

Public Works, NeDA, 
Neighborhood House, 
WSCO, Saint Paul Smart 
Trips

On-going

T5.3 Encourage business owners to have City of Saint Paul 
bike maps available for distribution to customers

NeDA, WSCO, Saint Paul 
Smart Trips

On-going

Implementation

Short-term: 1 to 3 Years	 Mid-term; 3 to7 Years	 Long-term; 7 to 15 Years 

Lunning Wende Associates

Note: PED=Saint Paul Planning and Economic Development, DSI=Department of Safety and Inspections
NeDA=Neighborhood Development Alliance, WSCO=West Side Community Organization
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District del Sol

Implementation

Open Space Strategies
# Strategy Summary Participating Parties Time Frame for Implementation
OS1.1 Provide additional recreation facilities at Parque Castillo, 

such as splash pad, band shell, enhanced play area or 
community-maintained garden

Parks, WSCO Short-term

OS1.2 Connect Parque Castillo to the District del Sol  
commercial area with a plaza, fountain, or accessible 
seating space. Consider dedicated space for food carts 
or a concession stand to reinforce a commercial/retail 
presence along Cesar Chavez Street

NeDA, Parks, WSCO Short-term

OS1.3 Coordinate the planning and design of improvements to 
El Rio Vista Park and Parque Castillo to create a seamless 
park experience

Neighborhood House, 
Parks, WSCO

Short-term

OS2.1 For all infrastructure improvements, engage community 
members with a public artist to facilitate a unique design 
that represents community character

Parks, WSCO, 
Neighborhood House, 
Youth Farm and Market 
Project

On-going

OS2.2 Plant and maintain native, bird- and butterfly-friendly 
plantings

Garden Clubs, Parks, 
Businesses

On-going

OS2.3 Improve safety through installation of pedestrian-scale, 
energy efficient lighting that meets Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design (LEED) standards for reducing 
light pollution

Parks, Businesses, PED On-going

OS2.4 Design parks and public spaces according to 
Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED) principals, and ensure connectedness with 
transportation corridors

Parks, Businesses, PED On-going

Short-term: 1 to 3 Years	 Mid-term; 3 to7 Years	 Long-term; 7 to 15 Years 

Note: PED=Saint Paul Planning and Economic Development, DSI=Department of Safety and Inspections
NeDA=Neighborhood Development Alliance, WSCO=West Side Community Organization
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District del Sol

Implementation

Community Development Strategies
# Strategy Summary Participating Parties Time Frame for Implementation
CD1.1 Develop rental housing options to a commercial corridor, 

incorporating a variety of options accessible to all 
income levels

NeDA, Non-Profit and 
Private Developers, PED/
HRA

On-going

CD1.2 Create ownership housing adjacent to Robert Street east 
frontage road

NeDA, Non-profit and 
Private Developers, PED/
HRA

Mid-term

CD2.1 Develop mixed-use designs (including housing) for 
properties located on the south side of Cesar Chavez 
Street and Robert Street

NeDA, Non-profit and 
Private Developers, PED/
HRA

Short-term

CD2.2 Provide a range commercial uses to facilitate a diverse 
and sustainable mix of start-up businesses,new 
locations for local and regional chains, and expansion 
opportunities for existing businesses

PED, WSCO, NeDA, 
Non-Profit and Private 
Developers

On-going

CD2.3 Develop key underutilized parcels within the Robert and 
Cesar Chavez node to provide a connection between the 
eastern and western nodes of District del Sol

NeDA, Non-profit and 
Private Developers, PED/
HRA

Short-term

CD2.4 Incorporate public/community space into new 
development as a strategy to insure an active use of 
ground floor space

NeDA, Non-profit and 
Private Developers, PED/
HRA

Short-term

CD3.1 Develop commercial and/or mixed-use buildings with 
designs and uses that complement public and bicycle 
transportation along this transit corridor

NeDA, Non-profit and 
Private Developers, PED/
HRA

Short-term

CD3.2 Invest in existing or historic building stock NeDA, Non-profit and 
Private developers

On-going

CD3.3 Engage a public artist to work with community members 
on a unique design, for any development project, that 
celebrates the  community’s character; incorporate the 
design into new developments

WSCO, Youth Farm 
and Market Project, 
Neighborhood House

On-going

Short-term: 1 to 3 Years	 Mid-term; 3 to7 Years	 Long-term; 7 to 15 Years 

Note: PED=Saint Paul Planning and Economic Development, DSI=Department of Safety and Inspections
NeDA=Neighborhood Development Alliance, WSCO=West Side Community Organization
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District del Sol

Implementation

Public Art Strategies
# Strategy Summary Participating Parties Time Frame for Implementation
PA1.1 Utilize gateways into District del Sol as opportunities for 

place-making public art
WSCO, NeDA On-going

PA1.2 Ensure that new public art installations have a 
sustainable lifespan of 10 years or more by utilizing 
best practices, professional artists and high-quality 
materials suitable to Minnesota’s climate; ensure that 
maintenance budgets for public art installations are 
funded

WSCO, Public Works, 
Parks

On-going

PA1.3 Create an asset management plan and funding strategy 
for the rehabilitation of existing, high-quality, place-
making public art installations

WSCO, Public Works, 
Parks

On-going

PA1.4 Engage new immigrant culture in public art installations WSCO, NeDA On-going
PA1.5 Explore community engagement opportunities with  

artists as a component of all major infrastructure 
improvements

Public Works, Parks, NeDA On-going

PA2.1 Create an “Adopt an Event” program in District del Sol 
where area institutions, associations, organizations and 
business/resident groups host and organize an arts/
cultural event during the year

NeDA, WSCO On-going

PA2.2 Engage artists and musicians in an annual art and music 
festival at Parque Castillo to showcase local talent

NeDA, WSCO On-going

PA2.3 Create a public education program that uses District del 
Sol’s murals to tell the story of the neighborhood - its 
history, cultural traditions and triumphs

West Side Schools, NeDA, 
WSCO, After School 
Programs

On-going

PA2.4 Engage new immigrant culture in public art 
performances

WSCO, NeDA On-going

Short-term: 1 to 3 Years	 Mid-term; 3 to7 Years	 Long-term; 7 to 15 Years 

Note: PED=Saint Paul Planning and Economic Development, DSI=Department of Safety and Inspections
NeDA=Neighborhood Development Alliance, WSCO=West Side Community Organization
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District del Sol

Historic Preservation Strategies
# Strategy Summary Participating Parties Time Frame for Implementation
HP1.1 Address design of infill construction as it relates to the 

neighborhood character
WSCO, Historic Saint Paul Short-term

HP2.1 Utilize Saint Paul Historic Context Studies: 2001 
Neighborhood Commercial Centers, 2001 Transportation 
Corridors, 2001 Religious Buildings and 2011 
Neighborhoods at the Edge of the Walking City.  

WSCO, NeDA Short-term

HP2.2 Conduct Phase I and II Cultural Resource Surveys of the 
district, to update the 1983 Historic Sites Survey. 

WSCO, Ramsey County, 
HPC

Short-term

HP2.3 Pursue local and/or National designation of historic 
resources meeting the applicable criteria.

WSCO, Historic Saint Paul, 
NeDA, HPC

Short-term

HP2.4 Refine District del Sol guidelines to include any identified 
historic resources and the historic landscape

WSCO, NeDA, PED Short-term

HP3.1 Maintain and restore the historic fabric of existing  
commercial buildings, while celebrating the unique 
attributes of District del Sol’s diverse cultures

WSCO, NeDA, Historic St. 
Paul

On-going

HP3.2 Reinforce the historic pattern and scale of building 
facades along the commercial corridors in new 
construction

WSCO, NeDA, Historic St. 
Paul

On-going

HP3.3 Rehabilitate historic resources as a catalyst for additional 
development in adjacent areas. 

WSCO, NeDA,  Developers On-going

HP3.4 Integrate historic resources to strengthen a sense of 
place and provide a link between old and new

WSCO On-going

HP4.1 Encourage an interpretive marker program with regard 
to the natural, cultural and developmental history of the 
neighborhood

WSCO On-going

Implementation

Short-term: 1 to 3 Years	 Mid-term; 3 to7 Years	 Long-term; 7 to 15 Years 

Note: PED=Saint Paul Planning and Economic Development, DSI=Department of Safety and Inspections
NeDA=Neighborhood Development Alliance, WSCO=West Side Community Organization



An Addendum to the Saint Paul Comprehensive Plan - page 39 

District del Sol

Appendix A: Current Zoning

(Zoning map here)

City of Saint Paul
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District del Sol
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Appendix B: Land Use

Saint Paul PED
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District del Sol
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Appendix C: HIstoric Resources

Saint Paul PED


