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Natural Resources Inventory

INVENTORY, MAPPING, AND MAINTENANCE.

ldentify and protect hakitat for rare and endangered species
Importance of the Mississippi Flyway to bird species
Address stormwater, bluff erosion, and flooding concerns — and recognize
the dynamic floodplain and river bluff ecology

Strategies for maintenance — address invasive species, shelterwood
planting, cottonwood regeneration, targeting Emerald Ash Borer
Volunteer coordination — 248 people volunteered in both parks in 2018
{as recorded by St. Paul Parks & Recreation Natural Resources)

o B W TUA R T R R e
Great River Greening, 2018

NATURAL RESOURCES

Saint Paul’'s Environmental Services Unit protects, enhances, and of interpretation and education. The Unit also works with citizens,
provides access to the City's natural areas. Services include the nenprofits, and governmental agencies to coordinate efforts that
monitering and research of natural resources in parks, the restoration  enhancs the natural environment of Saint Paul.

and management of vital and unique ecosystems, and the provisions  hitps stpaul.gov/depariments/parks-recreation/natural-resources
Habitat Ranking I o) S5 » ; : G /

B: Good- Areas of native plant communities
with moderate disturbance but nearly intact
species diversliy

C: Fair- Areas of nalive plant communities
I:I with high past disturbance cr invasion of
exolic species

D: Poor Mot an example of a native plant
I:] community or dominated by exaticlinvasive
speCios

E Mol ranked: Due Lo a lack of recent dala
I:] NA: Due ta sparse vegatation

4,000 &
Feet &

S

This is a composite of two maps produced for the master p\én, At left is a map created by Great River Greening that assess the habitat
quality at Hidden Falls. We stitched in a map at right created by St. Paul Natural Resources showing the same data for Crosby Farm.

St Paul Natural Resources, 2019
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Presentation Notes
Required for the report (two groups prepared)
Identify habitat for rare and protected species

Address stormawter, bluff erosion, flooding concerns (dynamic floodplain and river bluff ecology

Propose strategies for maintenance

Identify volunteer coordination and partnerships

The images on the board show current efforts, including goats grazing buckthorn and shelterwood plantings


Updated Map — Recommendations

FORE DA

Study for potential future
acquisition and park
expansion to Ford Dam

é rails 1o falls

{ Improve parking
lot surfacing and

Restore Hidden

HIGHLAND PARE

Falls Stairs,
walls, and creek
through park

Remove fallen trees as soon
as possible, and emphasize
tree canopy management
via programs with partners

Improve open lawn
area near HF Pavilion
Restore creek bed
and improve bridges

M&P AIRPGRT

1/4

Consider realignment of MRB
- _| forimpraved connection to
Ford Site and far improved
stormwater system
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N, o entry roads ta promote connections to parks
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play area \ I PREGERVERSRSRET £ improve bathrooms,
A 1 and add bike racks
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ramp parking, with Indigenous input | boardwalk and
add signage ']\ | Redesign trails along fishing pier
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Highia

UICTORIZ
PARK,
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Victoria Park

pedastrian crossing

FinsT cROSBY
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U and wetland areas, and
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stomwater outfalls. to
improve water quality

Address bluff erasion,
and repair rustic, end-to-
end mid- bluff trail
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New restroom near
boat launch, new
kayak / canoe launch

Looped rustic
trails and
mid-bluff trail

i

at south gate
b, SOUTH GATE

Reduce lawn area and
parking, encourage tree i, P
cangpy caver, use this
area for cottonwood
regenaration
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Update wayfinding
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PROPOSED CONDITIONS / FUTURE RECOMMENDATIONS

via programs with partners

FOOIE

MNew signage to
recognize cultural
history and Indige-
nous significance
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Legend

I Park Property

= Ford River Parcel
E Watergate Marina
E= xcel Energy Farcel
E Ford Redevelopment
State Park (B'dote}
Parkway

City Park Building
Parking Lat/Road
Regional Bike Trail
City Bikeway
Paved Trail

Dirt Trail

Nature Praserve

Flood Frindge Boundary

- 10 Foot Cantour

GRP Proposed Trail

February 8, 2019 -- 6

Project Website : 5 Categories of Project Priorities with 46 projects listed



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Proposed conditions/future recommendations

- More detailed notes on the plan on the intended improvements

https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/parks-recreation/design-construction/current-projects/hidden-falls-crosby-farm-master

Hidden Falls — South Parking Lot

X

Master Plan Recommendation

i o

i . (0]

| HOMECRO
PARK

_§

BAY PUBIBABID
Edgecumbe Ave

KENNE

HIDDEN FALLS
SOUTH GATE

- LY.L '
A’
. L
: tans’

NS

B’
Master Plan: reconfigure Parking Loop to reduce the impervious surface

WEST CROSBY
ENTRANCE

TWO RIVERS
OVERLOOK

Symbols

A Existing (black)

A Proposed (red)

B Access Point

& Access with Stairs

B Hiking trail

Bicycle Trail

B Parking

¥ wountain Bike Pump
Track (Skills Area)

B Nature-Based Play Area

Restroom

Fire pit

& Overlook

Canoe/Kayak Launch

B 8oat Launch

Legend

] Park Boundary

B city of St. Paul Park

—— Ford River Parcel

= watergate Marina

== Utility Easement Inholding

E= Ford Redevelopment
State Park (Bdote)
Parkway

[0 ity Park Structure

|| Parking LotiRoad

—— Regional Bike Trail

—— City Bikeway

— Paved Trail

- Dirt Trail
Future Trail

Z#5 High Quality Habitat Area

L5 Wetland/Ephemeral Pond
—-- Flood Fringe Boundary
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Hidden Falls — South Flooding & Silt




Hidden Falls — South Parking Concept
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Hidden Falls — South Parking Concept

\ X
\ SO APPROX. 8,300 LF 10'
Y NATURAL MOWN TRAIL
POTENTIAL OPPORTUNITY
TO REPAVE EXISTING ROAD

PROPOSED PARKING LOT
LOCATION

APPROX. 2,012 SY &'
BITUMINOUS TRAIL

CITY OF SAINT PALL BOUNDARY



Proposed Parking Lot Concept

LEGEND

— == — CONSTRUCTION LIMITS

EXISTHNG ExsTING conraURs
ROADWAY
@ ALTEANATE 91 MIL 8 OYERLAY
o] BITUMNGUS RoAD & PARKING LOT
|:| arUnamous TRAL

[— T
F/777] MOUNTABLE CURD

ol
| SITE FURNISHINGS, SEE SPECIFIGATION

V() sEcTInizesm

TRAIL HEAD WITH SITE
FURNISHINGS & SIGNAGE

PARKING LOT
+ 19 TOTAL PARKING STALLS
+ 1 ADA PARKING STALL REQUIRED
+  ONE-WAY TRAFFIC

8' BITUMINOUS TRAIL
TOWARDS HIDDEN
FALLS REGIONAL PARK

MOUNTABLE CURBS

.
MINOUS TRA BITUMINOUS TRAIL TOWARDS

CROSBY PARK AND FARM REGIONAL
PARK

EXISTING BITY

Parking lot preliminary cost estimate
is approx. $550,000.
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Precedent Images

Natural Surface Trails _ Winter Recreation
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Questions/ Comments:

- From Transportation Committee 5/18:
Add bike parking in lot
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Wrap Up / Next Steps

Hidden Falls South Parking Lot & Trails

- Finalize Parking lot layout — May 2020

- Stormwater Consultant — May 2020

- 100% Construction Documents — June 2020
- Bid — June 2020

- Construction Summer 2020

Contact:

Anne Gardner
Anne.Gardner@ci.stpaul.mn.us
651-266-6421

THANK YOU!

For up to date information, visit the project website:

https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/parks-recreation/design-construction/current-
projects/hidden-falls-crosby-farm-master



mailto:Anne.Gardner@ci.stpaul.mn.us
https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/parks-recreation/design-construction/current-projects/hidden-falls-crosby-farm-master
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