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Forward
This work of community art we call SMaPl! is a living, breathing vision 
of Frogtown’s dreams and the voice of everyone fortunate enough to 
call our small, vibrant, culturally rich, community home. This document  

reaches across socioeconomic and cultural differences, speaking a 
language everyone within the Frogtown community can understand.  

SMaPl! is both a tool and blueprint designed to inform and educate the 
community about city processes, while also serving as an ever-evolving 

vision for the future of our community.

This is what city planning looks like when it is based in authentic 
relationships between “city planner” and community.

This is what community organizing looks like when an organization 
richly resources neighborhood artists and activists of color, enabling 

them to define and envision a plan for their future.

The Frogtown Neighborhood association declares SMaPl!, our 
neighborhood Small Area Plan, a living document that will only be as 

important and powerful as the community that energizes it. Using it to 
develop policy, programming, and resources that benefit all. 

A vision That will only be actualized if our community is richly 
resourced. 

And if any community in Saint Paul deserves to be supported..
deserves investment..

it’s Frogtown and the amazing people that call it home.

#ResourceThis

Caty Royce
Executive Director of 
the Frogtown Neighborhood 
Association
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“It’s important we tell the story of Frogtown.” 
- Frogtown Resident
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This is Home
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Victoria Theatre..
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Hey Frogtown! How ya doin!?
I wanna thank ALL OF YOU for comin’ out to the 
Grand Re-Opening of the Victoria Theater! GIVE 

Yourselves a round of applausEEE! 
It was A long, hard fight, but WE MADE THIS 

HAPPEN! Clap. it. up!

My name’s Krys, 
and I’ll be  yall’s host this 

evening.

TO kick things off, I’d like to
share a piece

I wrote about a place
i love.. a place that made me

everything I am..
 It’s titled, “Home”.

Hope ya like it. 

*applause*
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A tribe of hootin’ hollerin’ eclectic kids kick flip up curbs, 808’s bangin’ from backpack, too 
cool for earphones as they skate past the hunched back and sweeping broom of elder. 

The boom of mama’s voice stops her little ones bouncin’ pigtails 
before chasing ball into busy inner section.

Hordes of human speakin’ tongue from all over, huddle around 
corner store entrances, communing over cheese steakS, fried 

chicken, and chic-o-sticks.   
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Trees stretch fingers 
across sky, as if longin’ to reconnect, 

creatin’ canopy of green thick as air on 
summer day, backed by small scale Victorians 

with gingerbread trim, solid square brick 
colonials, rundown duplexes, craftsman 
bungalows, drab apartment complexes, 

and wooden cape cods   

A Tornado of smells, 
diverse as community, incites the 

senses, waftin’ from small businesses 
with big dreams. Overworked hands 
and tired eyes feeding family after 

family, year after year. 
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Travelers, war vets, and the downtrodden hold 
signs askin’ for change, cause.. 

Someone has to . . .

Sirens blare. 

Cats scuffle with squirrels. 

Her hurried walk quickly turns to trot as the 
trains whistle transitions from whisper to wail. 

Discount Hipsters in holey 
Chuck Taylors wince as they 

chuck empty KombUcha bottles 
into trash cans on their way to 
plant seed on public plot next 
to Peanut who’s learning, early, 

what it means to create life.  

This is 
Frogtown. 

This is home. 
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Frogtown
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This is home..
..man.. 

Frogtown; Somewhere on Sherburne..

Saving 
the vic would be next 

level surreal..

what’s hadnin’? 
The name’s Dazzle and I’m a concerned 

citizen of frogtown.

A vibrant 
community schmack dab 

in the heart of
 St. Paul.

the most 
liveable city in 

Americaaa!!

for some..



Frogtown

15

Frogtown stretches from lexington Ave to 35 and from university ave to 
pierce butler. 

YUP, OL DAZZLE’S lived here a 
solid 15 years. 

Wit my mama..

Cause I’m a lost 
child!!!
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The void..

BUT more so 
part of a lost 
generation.. 

A generation 
that didn’t get 

much of a return on 
their college 
investment. 

Speedy Rewards..?
No, thanks. 

Yo congrats!
did you just graduate er 

something?

Nah.. 2011. 
just reminding myself 

I’m not a cash
Register.. that’ll be

$2.22.
... 

A generation priced out of the 
housing market.. Big nikk.. how 

that house hunt 
comin’?

MY BAD, 
THOUGHT I HEARD 
YOU WRONG. YA 

KNOW.. NEVER’S A.. 
*AHEM*

STRONG WORD..

uncle earl..
like I said 10 

minutes ago.. I’m 
never leaving.

su casa
es mi casa.

A generation born into a flailing, 
over-saturated job market.. an 

economy on life support.
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And A.. generation.. 
obligated.. 

That’s cause I 
YAM bitter!! Bitter as a batch of lemons.. 

An entire Batch.

I’m 
walkin’
 heaa

Move it!
Move it!

move ittt!

life sucks

ew. Human.
i hate

everything.

to figure out how.. 

to change..this 
unsolvable rubix 

cube.. 

of a system.. before.. 
the chaps up under 

us.. realize.. 

how dark the future.. 
truly is.

Do I.. sound.. 
Bitter..?



Frogtown

18

but aside from being 
a bitter, ANGSTY, 

MILLENNIAL.

I’m a 
Designer

a 
Creative

a 
Futurist

a 
Radical

and 
so not who or what  

you’re here for.

though, a boy 
can dream.

Let’s talk 
smapl! 
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SmaPl 
What is that?
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Soo.. SMaPl. What in tarrrnation is 
that?

SMaPl is an acroynm for 
Small Area Plan. 

Our Small area plan is an urban 
planning document that envisions 

how we, the community, would 
like Frogtown to grow over the 
course of the next decade and 

beyond.

It’s put together by our 
neighborhood district council, 
The Frogtown Neighborhood 

Association, with the 
assistance and guidance of 

Frogtown community members,  
stakeholders, and St. Paul City 

Planners. 

After our small area plan is 
completed.. 

Meaning we’ve finished the 
outreach and research portion 
of the process,  consolidated 
the mountain of information 

we’ve gathered into a neat little 
package,  and come up with our 

policy recommendations.. 

it’s given to the city, along with 
the 17 other area plans, to become 

a part of the City of St. Paul’s 
Comprehensive Plan.. which is the 

whole of St. Paul’s collective 
vision for the future. 

Thennn.. we cross our fingers, 
hold our breath, and hope the 

city adheres to THE COMMUNITIES’  

VARIOUS WANTS AND needs.

Because that’s like totally their 
favorite thing to do.

Totally. 

But that’s uber wack, right?
 

Hoping and what not?

Waiting? 

As if we haven’t waited long 
enough? 

This decade’s small area plan, 
conceptually, is really no 

different than the previous, which 
was no different than the plan 

before that. 

We’ve been asking for the same 
changes within our community for 

Policy Recommendations are strategies 
and codes we develop as a community and 
submit to the St. Paul city government for 

consideration.. 
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over 25 years.

And quite frankly, we can’t afford 
to wait any longer. 

According to the Bulletin 
of the Atomic Sciences, we’re 2.5 

minutes from midnight on our 
Doomsday Clock.

the lowest it’s been since it was 
developed back in 1947.

Which sounds more than a bit 
ominous, amaright? What happens 

at midnight?

WHAT HAPPENS AT MIDNIGHT!?

doesn’t matter. 
doomsday schmoomsday. 

“The Doomsday Clock was created by the 
board of the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 
in 1947 as a response to nuclear threats. The 

concept is simple – the closer the minute hand 
is to midnight, the closer the board believes 

the world is to disaster.”

what matters is that we 
acknowledge the magnitude of 
the problems we’re facing as a 
community. This document has 
to be much more than a small 
area plan -- much more than a 

consideration.

It Has to be a call to action, 
because the stakes are extremely 

high. 

Though our community’s 
progressed a great deal over 
the years, accomplishing many 
of the goals we’ve made for 

ourselves, According to a study 
of frogtown’s previous small 
area plan completed in 2004 by 

University of Minnesota Graduate 
student, ela raasch, many were left 
unattained and still are to this day.

Here’s a breakdown:
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many of the goals included on 
this list can still be accomplished 

as long as we hold ourselves 
accountable; which is why we’ve 
decided to make this year’s plan 

a living document!

Unfulfilled initiatives
COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND FACADE 
IMPROVEMENTS:

 § Develop mobile grocery outlets. 
 § Explore the re-use of corner store 

buildings to house neighborhood artists.

LANDSCAPING AND INFRASTRUCTURE:
 § Establish an “art park” at the northwest 

corner of University and Dale Street. 
 § Commission local artists to design 

transit stops. 
 § Adjust the timing of the traffic light 

at University and Dale Street to allow 
pedestrians enough time to safely cross 
the street. 

 § Add a crosswalk to each intersection 
along Dale Street between University 
Avenue and Minnehaha Avenue. 

 § Install public benches along Dale Street. 
 § Eliminate the awkward terminus of 

Pierce Butler: The District 7 Planning 
Council and the Great Northern Corridor 
Collaborative have advocated for a re-
routing of Pierce Butler under the Dale 
Street bridge along the Burlington 
Northern Railroad tracks to connect with 
the Phalen Corridor at 35E for several 
years.

PARKING AND ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION:
 § Improve bus service in the area. 
 § Provide circulator buses that run 

throughout the neighborhood. 

Parks, Recreational Facilities, and Meeting 
SpaceS:

 § Develop a community wide plan for the 
establishment of parks and green spaces. 

 § Combine an expansion of the West 
Minnehaha Recreation Center with 
development of an Achievement + School 
and a National Guard Armory community 
center.

Zoning and Code Changes:
 § Amend the St. Paul zoning code to 

support the continued use of historic 
alley houses 

 § Change the zoning on the East side of Dale 
Street between Thomas and Minnehaha 
from single-family residential to 
multifamily.

Housing:
 § Secure community-based, nonprofit 

ownership of rental housing. 
 § Develop a Frogtown Property Owner 

Association.

Childcare, Youth Programs, and After-School 
Activities:

 § Secure financial support to enable young 
people to participate in enrichment 
programs. 

 § Support additional resources for Head 
Start. 

 § Subsidize the development of family 
daycares. 

 § Strengthen the relationship between 
schools and area childcare providers. 

Healthcare and Social Services:
 § Establish a regular meeting of 

neighborhood service providers. 
 § Establish a mobile health clinic. 
 § Explore partnerships that would 

bring professional services into the 
neighborhood at below market-rate 
costs. 

 § Organize a formal healthcare coalition to 
meet on a regular basis. 

 § Raise community awareness of health 
issues to ensure a higher level of 
preventative care. 

 § Advocate for higher funding of community 
health centers that are in neighborhoods 
w/ a high level of uninsured residents.

Employment and Training:
 § Establish a neighborhood improvement 

and training center.
 § Create a central clearinghouse for 

employment opportunities 
 § Get community residents out to job fairs 
 § Develop community service opportunities 

for young people that offer payments 
towards higher education.

 
Community Leadership and Involvement:

 § Establish a network of block clubs, 
covering the entire District 7 area, that 
meet regularly. 

 § Formally recognize the talents and 
contributions of neighborhood residents. 

 § Encourage neighborhood school staff 
to become involved in community 
organizations. 



A living document

23

A Living Document
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A Living Document has a pulse.. 
Meaning It lives off the page. 

has arms.. and Legs..

So it can move around and reach people. 

It’s able to 
communicate..
speaking for 

those who can’t
or won’t.

I know what you’re thinking: 
What’s with ALL THese TERMS, DAZZLE! heck is a living document? 

I’se ain’t never known a document to LIVE and I’d like to keep it that way!
no one talks like that. I apologize. Let’s take a moment to break it down. 
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I can see it 
coming and it’s 

not very far away.. 
Hope the costs are 
appropriate to the 

people who are 
actually from the 

neighborhood.

I need a nice neighborhood.. 
with nice grass.. i don’t like where 
i live.. it’s messed up.. 8 people in a 
small two bedroom apartment.. 

it’s crowded. 

Can we have a 
community? 

Can we have a co-op 
of baby sitters for 

daycare?

<Some of the 
jobs I’ve applied 
to didn’t call me 
back because I 

don’t speak english 
well, so it’s hard 
to understand 

what people say. 
I could only find 
a low wage job 

working in Albert 
Lea cutting 

meat.>*
*Translated 
from Karen

These are your 
voices, Frogtown!

A Living Document 
is ever evolving, growing, and changing..

just like the community whose story.. 
past, present, and future..

it documents.

c’mere, you!
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SMAPLLLLLL!

By making our 
Small Area Plan 

a Living Document, we’re 
deciding, as a collective, to 

take the fate of our community 
into our own hands..

forcing the powers that be to 
follow our lead.  

  
And that’s what we want, right? 

To empower ourselves? 

To change our community?

Justice?

Consideration?

Of course it is. 
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smapl was a community driven process. from 
conception to completion.

Played together..

pointed fingers.. 
Held hands..

shared stories.. and 
insights..

We Ate together..
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smapl is made by us. For us.
which is not only dope, but extremely necessary.

because it’s our diversity.. 
of culture, economic background, age, experience, 

wants, needs, and opinion..
that makes Frogtown and it’s energy unique, and why 

so many of us have decided to call it Home.

sang.. danced..

and Dreamed..

We shared ourselves. 

Healed..

Hence the creation of..
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your Frogtown 
community All Starsss..

Your DREAAAM teammm..

The Frogtown SMAPLITESS!!
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or Smaps.. you’re ridiculous

uh..earl.

nice one, dazzle.ahh you ugly.

fam.

fly slamma jamma!

Frogtown

Smaplites
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Green Space and Landscape 
Design Expert and weekend yoga 

instructor, Alli Gardnerrrr.

Housing Expert and two time 
MN State fair cheese curd 

eatin’ champ, Earrrlll HOUSE!. 

Land use Expert 
and weekend yoga instructor,

 Alli Gardnerrrr!

Housing Expert 
and two-time MN State Fair cheese curd eatin’ champ, 

Earrrlll HOUSE!

ALLI is a visionary.

When it comes to figuring out how to best use 
vacant land and space in Frogtown, 

ol Al Pal’s up for the job! 

She doesn’t see an empty lot; 
she sees a garden. 

She doesn’t see an abandoned building; 
she sees a community education center. 

ALLI wants Frogtown’s infrastructure to work for 
Frogtowners, not against. 

More parks and gardens? 
Benches and community gathering spaces? 

Bike lanes? Closer amenities for less travel? 
Yes. Yes. And more Yes!

Just the idea of solving these problems 
makes Alli’s toes wiggle.

EARL knows all there is to know about the 
housing market.

He’s been following the trends developing 
around the city and nation, and believes there’s
much to be excited about.

Frogtowner’s, young and old, have shown an 
increased interest in communal living, living 
smaller, and living affordably, which puts a 
twinkle in the eye of a sustainability and 
affordability buff, like EARL. 

EARL is passionate about ensuring new 
housing developments within Frogtown 
serve the community currently living here,
meaning they reflect our Cultural 
diversity, values, and the depth of our 
pocketbooks.

Residence: Minnehaha and Avon 
Resident Status: Renter, 
3 Bedroom House
Age: 27

Residence: Milton and Sherburne
Resident Status: Homeowner,  
3 bedrooms
Age: 48

Marital Status: Single
Employment: Design/ Nonprofit 
Sector 
Time in Frogtown: 5 years

Marital Status: Married
Employment: Welder/ 
Machinist  
Time in Frogtown: 25 
years
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Transportation Expert 
and world record holder for most 

miles walked around the Mall of America, 
Sayamaaa Trekkerrr!

Education expert 
and boy genius, 
Paooo Gnosis!

SAYAMA wants Frogtowners to be able to get from 
A to B easy peasy lemon squeezy.

She believes Frogtowners should be able to 
maneuver around their immediate community without 

losing too much time or energy doing so.

How about improving public bike access and trails?
Or perhaps a more affordable short-line bus 

with lightning fast routes that connects 
all of Central Saint Paul?

How about public transit with free wifi?

SAYAMA believes Frogtown’s transit system should 
work for Frogtowners and she’s going to work 

her tush off to ensure it does.

PAO is a student and an educator who thinks 
himself sleepless obsessing over how it can be 
done better.

He understands a community that learns 
together, grows together, and wants to 
assure that education is accessible to every 
Frogtowner who wants it, regardless of 
age or socioeconomic background.

Want to learn to be a programmer? 
To manage money? To graphic design?
Kick through a board? Bust a groove? 
Balance your chakras? 

Pao believes you should be able to. 
And Your children should be able to… 
for little to no cost.

Residence: lafond and charles
Resident Status: Homeowner,  2 
bedrooms
Age: 65

Residence: Minnehaha and 
Victoria
Resident Status: Renter, 2 
Bedroom apartment
Age: 12

Marital Status: widow
Employment: Small business owner 
Time in Frogtown: 35 years

Marital Status: Single
Employment: Adjunct 
Professor 
Time Spent in Frogtown: 12
years
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Arts Expert 
and multidisciplinary artist, 

Moniccaa Colourrss! 

Health and Wellness Expert 
and author of Wellness Matters, 

Anwarrr Comfortt!

MONICA lives and breathes Art.

She understands Frogtown has just as many artists 
per capita as any other Arts District in Saint Paul 

and feels our infrastructure and environment 
should reflect as much.

Frogtown should have Murals on buildings
created by Frogtowners.
Poetry on our sidewalks
written by Frogtowners.

Space to hold galleries, host events, learn, 
and practice artistic crafts.

Space for our youth to express themselves.

Art has the ability to save lives—
to sculpt and change communities.

MONICA is invested in being 
a part of that change.

Residence: Blair and VIrginia
Resident Status: Renter,  2 bedroom 
home
Age: 22

Marital Status: single
Employment: Teaching Artist  
Time in Frogtown: 18 years

ANWAR is our neighborhood zen master. 
He believes Frogtown should be designed to 
create happy people.

Are our streets clean?
Do people feel safe?
Do we have access to mental
and spiritual health care?

Are our ways of obtaining energy 
sustainable?
Are our trash removal methods 
sustainable?

Do low income Frogtowners have 
access to healthy food? 
These are questions ANWAR busies 
himself trying to answer.

Residence: thomas and western 
Resident Status: Renter,  
2 bedroom Duplex
Age: 33

Marital Status: single
Employment: Writer 
Time in Frogtown: 11 
years
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Economic Vitality Expert, 
Entrepreneur, and investor, 

Mariaa CHase -Jobss! 

And last, but definitely not least, 

Resource Allocation Expert 
and humanitarian w/ the sweetest jump shot this side 

of the mississippi, next to mine,
Nickkk CHase!

MARIA wants to see Frogtown 
and Frogtowners thrive.

She wants to ensure they not only have access to more 
jobs, but better jobs.

And that any job created within Frogtown goes to 
people who live within Frogtown.

However, MARIA understands that simply providing 
people with work isn’t enough for 

a community to thrive.

A community needs entrepreneurs, neighborhood 
founded businesses, and resources 

to feel empowered.

MARIA wants to curb Frogtown’s dependence 
on the state and corporate interests who aren’t 

invested in the well being of the communities 
they serve, and aims to foster a healthy 

dependence among the Frogtown 
community, on the community itself.

Residence: Vanburen and grotto 
Resident Status: Homeowner, 
4 Bedroom House
Age: 46

Marital Status: Married
Employment: Entrepreneur  
Time Spent in Frogtown: 15 years

NICK follows the money.

Who’s getting it and not getting it?
Who’s giving it and not giving it?
Who needs it? 
Who owns the community?

NICK believes Frogtown and Frogtowners 
should recieve adequate investvestment
from the state and corporate interests 
who operate within the area. 

He’s here to ensure us Frogtowners
have stock and leadership within our 
neighborhood, so forces outside 
of Frogtown aren’t the only entities 
acting on, shaping, and making decisions 
for our community.

Residence: Vanburen and 
grotto
Resident Status: Homeowner,  
4 bedrooms
Age: 47

Marital Status: Married
Employment: Government
sector 
Time in Frogtown: 17 
years

Marital Status: single
Employment: Teaching Artist  
Time in Frogtown: 18 years
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This is Squad.

Ahhh! I’m freaking JUICED! They may not look it, but they’re 
juiced too.

And so are you.
Just sit back and let 
smapl happen to ya. 



Where Are We Now?

37

Where Are We 
now?
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Frogtown, Somewhere on University

Since our last 
small area plan

 was put together 
back in ‘07..aside from 

the light rail that now zooms 
down University, 

new developments, 
constant construction, and 
sky-rocketing rental rates..
not much has changed in our 

little corner 
of st. paul.

We’re still a working class community. 
One of the oldest in St. Paul.   

Yo, G ‘yama look like 
she got snacks.. 

time to beg, bro.
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Still one of the most youthful 
areas in St. Paul. 

Pardon me, Comrades.

Still one 
of the most diverse 

COMMUNITIES IN 
ST. PAUL. 

I’ll check yall later. 
Gotta head to this BBQ.

And, Nikki? I’m a socialite, and I Had to have 
something to bring didn’t I?

Wait.. so you’re leaving 
a meal to go to a meal? 
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Still one of the most vibrant 
and community oriented 
communities in the Paul. 

We’re out, pop. Will 
you be at Lil Mekong  

tonight?

You know it!

Awesome. 
we’ll See you there. 
say bye bye to Pop 

Pop

Buhbye, Pah pah!

But, that’s changing 
before our eyes.

Where 
would you like us to 

put these sides, 
Dazzle?

And 
we’re still 
one of the 

most 
forgotten 

neighborhood’s 
in St. Paul, 
lacking the 

infrastructure 
and many of 

the resources 
necessary for 
our community 

to thrive. 
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I’m not 
sure if you’ve noticed, 
but Frogtown, along 
with the whole of St. 

Paul, has been changing
wicked fast over the 

last couple years.

It’s obviouse the City 
has a vision for our 

neighborhood..

The question is, 
will the people who 

currently live here be a 
part of it?

Better yet, Can they 
afford to be a part of it. 
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Frogtown is one of many 
urban villages, across the 

nation, swimming against the 
current of gentrification 
and the displacement it 

causes. 

And though the
 revamping of our aging cities is 

both necessary and long overdue, 
the success of a community is, 
and always will be, measured 

by how well it cares 
for those who dwell among 

its fringes. 

alThough we Frogtowners have to 
shoulder blame for our lack of involvement in city processes to some 
degree.. whether due to disinterest, fatigue, priorities, apathy, learning 

curves, etc..etc

It’s necessary we understand 
we’re the nuts and bolts of this here 

machine.. Its engine.

..this is our 
community.. So not 

only.. mm that’s good.. do 
we deserve to be part of 
this change.mmm.. but we 
have the dag’on right to 

decide how  it’s 
changed.

the burden really 
is on the city to ensure 

there’s an efficient process 
is in place for us to be 

involved in.. a process not 
swathed in Red Tape. 

Our community is frustrated. 

And considering the trends that have 
developed over the course of the past 

three to four decades, understandably so. 

Here’s a brief forecast:



Where Are We Now?

43

The gap between the haves and have-nots is becoming 
disturbingly wide with economic growth among the 

bottom 50 percent of the nation at an 
absolute stand still. 

According to a study done by the national bureau of 
economic research, the top 1 percent of US

adults now earn on average 81 times more than the 
bottom 50 percent of adults; in 1981, they earned 27 

times what the lower half earned.

THE GAP IN MN, ALONE, IS EXTREMELY 
TROUBLING

community leader Jeffry Martin of 
the St. Paul NAACP HAD THIS TO SAY 
ON THE TOPIC: 

“It is hugely disheartening. You 
almost feel like a snake-oil 
salesman when you tell young 
people to keep trying,” Martin 
said.

A Pioneer Press analysis of the 
last couple decades of census 
data found families of color 
have long trailed white families 
by several measures of success, 
and as the  state’s become more 
diverse, these gaps have gotten 
worse, not better.

Here’s how it stacks up over the 
past 40 years, in today’s dollars:

* Black, Hispanic and Native 
American families all make less 
today than they did in the 1970s.

* Black families are hardest hit, 
now earning median annual incomes 
of about $33,900, compared with 
about $81,500 for white families.

* Today, more than 20 percent of 
Hispanic and 30 percent of black 
and Native American families are 
poor. Those numbers have grown, 
in some cases significantly.

* White poverty has declined, with 
just 5 percent of white Minnesotan 
families now living in poverty.

* Asians are the only minority 
families who have seen their 
median incomes grow. With a 2014 
median family income of about 
$71,500, Asian families earn about 
$10,000 a year less than whites. 
Hmong families are an exception, 
however, with many living at or 
near poverty after coming to 
Minnesota as refugees.

* Minnesota is an outlier 
nationally. White Minnesota families 
have higher median incomes, while 
Minnesotans of color earn less 
than their peers nationwide.

These statistics are unacceptable. 
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But realistically, these gaps are only perched to 
widen. We’re in the midst of our fourth industrial 

revolution on the cusp of what experts have coined 
“the internet of things”. Meaning our physical and 

digital realities are becoming fully integrated at a 
pace we couldn’t have dreamed of predicting..

It’s fascinating, but also terrifying considering what 
it spells for our economy and the lives of millions of 

working class people. 
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Automation and artificial intelligence will slowly, but surely.. as they 
already have.. replace human workers wherever possible.

It’s not only cost effective, but bots have shown to increase 
production at a rate humans just aren’t capable; as we’ve seen 

demonstrated in the manufacturing sector, where human workers have 
declined by 29% since 1996, while production’s increased by 47%.  

As you can see detailed in the chart below.. our nation, and working 
class  communities like Frogtown, have much to be concerned about. 
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Compounding our already unnerving predicament is 
the fact that inner city schools here in the states are 
failing miserably to do the one thing we ask of them; 

prepare our children for the future.. with the state of 
MN aiming unflinchingly to be the best at being worst.. 

especially when it comes to  addressing our laughably 
large achievement gap, expressed, in part, in the 

“Graduation Rates” graphic below.

Our Schools are Under-
resourced and over-crowded..

Their students, under- valued 
and under-stimulated.. 

Their staff, over-worked and 
underpaid.. pedalling outdated 
curriculum that’s preparing 
our youth for a world they no 
longer live in.. 

We’re creating an entire 
generation of humans 
unequipped to meet the 
needs of a society growing 
in complexity by the second.. 
and we’re not addressing the 
problem with the least bit of 

urgency. It almost feels intentional:

“But in this relatively challenging 
academic environment, where is the 
support for students who need the 
most help?

It’s in another of those state-by-
state comparisons where Minnesota 
also falls to the bottom of the list: 
Spending on student support services. 
Minnesota spends a smaller share of its 
education dollars on student support 
like school counselors, social workers 
and attendance trackers than any other 
state in the nation — and it’s been that 
way for at least a decade..” (MPR News)
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the GROWING COMPLEXITY of our world HAS definitely 
PLAYED A NUMBER ON US OLDIES, with my daughter’s 

generation, THE BABY BOOMERS, TAking THE BRUNT OF 
THE BLOW, THE OLDEST OF THEM HAVING JUST REACHED 

RETIREMENT AGE.

TENS OF THOUSANDS OF us are RETIRING BY THE DAY, 
TAKING A BOATLOAD OF WISDOM AND EXPERIENCE along 

WITH us. 

But AN EVEN GREATER 
PERCENTAGE OF us are FALLing 
VICTIM TO THE OTHER KIND OF 
RETIREMENT.. the kind that isn’t 
all that enjoyable.. 

FORCED AND/or MANDATORY 
retirement, due to medical 
emergency OR layoff.. 

HAPPENED TO ME.. it’s happened 
to my friends. 

And THEN THERE’S THE REST OF US 
WHO FALL INTO THE “ I COULDN’T 
RETIRE IF I WANTED TO” 
CATEGORY because we lacked 
FORETHOUGHT, or savings, or 
pensions, and other government 
issued safety nets.

All OF THIS while taking care of 
aging parents and aging children.. 

34% of whom still SLEEP ON 
THEIR CHILDHOOD BUNK BED ALONG 
WITH THEIR OLDER BROTHER, GARY 
THE BARISTA, who prides himself
on his ability to make foam art in 
your carmel macchiato..
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BUT IT’S NOT OUR FAULT so many of us still live AT 
HOME WITH OUR parents.. we’re not exacty thrilled 

to be STUCK AT THE CRIB, listening to their outdated 
advice. We’re just struggling to make ends meet. 

ACCORDING TO A NEW ANALYSIS OF FEDERAL RESERVE 
DATA BY THE ADVOCACY GROUP YOUNG INVINCIBLES, With 
a median household income of $40,581, millennials earn 
20 percent less than boomers did at the same stage 

of life, despite being better educated.

because of our collective lack 
of funds and our comprehensive 
awareness of the sham that is 
life, us millennials  developed 
completely different habits 
than our parents. We’re nearly a 
different breed altogether, which 
is WHY WE’RE “destroying” entire 
industries:

big box retail stores like JC 
Penny’s, Macy’s, Sears, and Walmart 
are closing stores by the 100’s, 
ENTIRE shopping malls are 
shutting down, the housing market 
is struggling, the auto industry, 
the diamond industry AND ON AND 
ON AND ON. 

I MEAN.. AT THIS POINT we’re 

A LOT OF US GRADUATED high school and COLLEGE RIGHT AT THE ONSET OF 
THE GREAT Recession.. meaning Companies were LAYING PEOPLE OFF by 
the thousands when we were JUST BEGINNING our job hunt; LEAVING US 
delayed, demoralized, in debt, and grasping at straws. 

PRETTY MUCH being blamed FOR THE 
FALL OF THE DINOSAURS.

The Great Recession began in December 2007 
and ended in June 2009, which makes it the 

longest recession since World War II. Beyond 
its duration, the Great Recession was notably 

severe in several respects. Real gross 
domestic product (GDP) fell 4.3 percent from 

its peak in 2007 to its trough in 2009, the 
largest decline in the postwar era (based on 
data as of October 2013). The unemployment 
rate, which was 5 percent in December 2007, 

rose to 9.5 percent in June 2009, and peaked at 
10 percent in October 2009
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And it’s millenials like Monica and my knuckle 
head niece nicole, and boomers like myself that 
are feelin’ the full effects of this decade long 

affordable housin’ crisis. 

Not only is it cripplin’ our economy by reducin’ the 
amount of overhead families have per month, and 

thus the amount of money circulating through the 
system, but it’s also  placing a boulders worth of 

stress on the shoulders of us everday people.
 

As y’all can see in the graphs 
below, over the past decade, the 
number of (ELI) “extremely low-
income renters”, have outpaced 
the number of affordable homes 

Here in MN, the 21st most expensive 
city in the nation - up from 24 in 
the span of 5 years - the situation 
is especially dire ‘cause the 
haves Maria mentioned earlier 

are moving back to the city.. back 
to places like frogtown.. to be 
closer to jobs and amentities.. 
while the bulk us struggle just to 
stay afloat. 

If market trends continue, funding for HUD and the USDA must increase to fill the gap in 
suitable units for ELI renters. If additional funding is not provided, all counties, including 

rural communities with vulnerable populations and Native American communities, will 
struggle to provide adequate, affordable housing for ELI renter households.

bein’ built, which is bad news 
considering how mucha gap there’s 
always been, and The federal 
government’s proposed 7.4 billion 
dollar cuts to the us department 
of housing (HUD).
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And that’s 
not even a fraction of the 

problems we’re facing. just The 
tip of the ice berg..

and we’re the 
titanic. 

We’ve reached a fork in the road, my friends. 

We’ve got problems. And we’ve got solutions.

But we have few bridges that adequately 
link the two together. 

We.. the people.. are that bridge. 

There’s an immense amount of critical 
thought and creative energy going 

towards solving our problems here in 
Frogtown.

But it’s going to take 
the drive, insight, and action of we

 “common folk” to help direct the many 
entities that claim to have our best 

interest in mind. 

Meaning we have to be at the helm of the 
decision making process.  

We have to 
educate. Organize. 

and mobilize.

Otherwise, this train, 
and the destruction it carries, will 

continue to charge forward.  

Advocating for ourselves louder, 
stronger, and with much more intention 

than ever before.

But realistically . . . what does this look like? 
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A Big Idea

Frogtown
An Urban Village

Otherwise, this train, 
and the destruction it carries, will 

continue to charge forward.  



A Big Idea

52

Got it..
 um, Design Thinking is 

a human centered 
approach to the design 

process, so er..

What is an Urban Village?
Dazzle

The most important part of our 
smapl process was engaging with 

our neighbors. 

For months, we listened to 
Frogtowner’s from all walks of 

life tell us about their wants.. 
community.. needs.. employment.. 
hopes affordability.. and dreams.. 
a place they take pride in calling 

home. 
       

We then took that information 
and tried our best to synthesize 
it into one complete picture. And 
from that picture, we created a 

goal and direction for our small 
area plan.

Monica (cont’d)
Can I get a drum roll?

(The smaps bang on the table and 
stomp on the floor)

  Monica (CONT’D)
Our goal for this decade’s 

Small Area Plan is to sculpt 
our community into a mixed 

income - Arts, Entrepreneurship, 
and Education centered - Urban 

Village!!

Dazzle
Word! thanks monica. Now What is 

an Urban Village?

Anwar
I’ll take this, one.

An Urban Village, as we’re 
defining it, is a highly cooperative 
community that revolves around 

self-sustainability. Al Pal,  
mind dropping some Land Use 

terminology on us?

Alli
Don’t mind if I do! 

From an Urban planning and design 
standpoint, an Urban Village is 

an urban development typically 
characterized by medium-density 

housing, mixed-use zoning, 
awesome public transit while 

emphasing the pedestrianization 
of public space! 

A shift
DAZZLE

Dope. So ultimately, based off our 
engagement with community, it 

sounds like us frogtowners are 
looking to shift our culture. 

Pao
From one rooted in Lack and 

compartmentalization.. 
       

Maria
To one that’s much more holistic.. 
grounded in empowerment, pride, 

and cooperation.

Nick
However, to make this shift.. of 

course we have to make intentional 
changes within ourselves and our 
community, but more importantly, 
we have to work to change the 

infrastructure and system in which 
we operate, and the interests they 
serve. because at the end of the 
day, us humans are nothing more 

than products of our environment.

*ahem* Sure.

Monica you want to hit 
them with our goal?
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Dazzle
Which, ya know, is a big idea.. but 

not too big. 
       

Pao
Not in the slightest. It is We who 
shape our community.. With our 
energy, ideas, and creativity. If 

we remain passive, decisions will 
always be made for us.

Anwar
We all have a role to play.

Pao
And understanding our respective 
roles will be the game changer.

What is Design thinking?
Dazzle

An idea that will surface time 
and time again throughout this 
document is the importance of 

using a process we in the design 
field have coined Design Thinking. 
Anybody care to break down what 

that means?

Nick (cont’d) 
Apple didn’t create this phone 

in  a vacuum and release it to the 
public like.. I sure hope they like 
this thing.. There was a process. 

They conducted research and  
engaged with their target market 
to better understand how their 

product would be used i.e. what 
their customers wanted and 

needed.. they created a prototype..
tested it.. saw what worked and 
what didn’t.. tested it again.. and 
tested it again.. until they found 

something..  human. 

meaning they aimed to find the 
sweet spot where all parties 

involved, business and consumer, 
were satisfied.

It’s more of a bottom up, people 
first methodology. 

Dazzle
Thank ya, Nick. Welll said. The key is 
to fail and fail fast, so solutions 

can be found quickly. 

Maria
Which is definitely in direct 

opposition to the snails pace that 
is city processes. 

Anwar
*cough* red tape *cough*

Dazzle
But necessary to employ, if the 

city is truly dedicated to serving 
community. 

MOnica
Every step of the way. We have 
to be at the table. We have to 

put people first or else money is 
wasted and misallocated. 

Earl
and the design thinking process 
has already proved successful 
when applied to urban plannin’ 

and design. There’s not a doubt in 
my mind that it’d work wonders 
in a small, active, community like 

frogtown.

Got it..
 um, Design Thinking is 

a human centered 
approach to the design 

process, so er..
take this phone for 

instance..
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Dazzle
the dream section is where we 

allow ourselves to imagine what’s 
possible.. to think outside the box.. 
to ask questions.. to play.. To plan.

And on the other hand we’ve got!

Dazzle
The machine section is where we 

figure out how to bring our dream 
to fruition by crafting policy, and 

putting all of our ideas into a 
language that city planners and 

officials can understand.. 

Also known as, the boring part. 

After I’m done yapping, these cool 
cats to the left and right of me 
will talk a bit about themselves 

and their passions, chat with 
community members, dream with 
you, play with you, and plan with 

you.. 

hopefully, by the end,  you’re 
inspired, charged up, and ready to 

join us in truly making this 
a living document!

Alli
With our energy, ideas, and 

creativity Frogtown can truly 
become an Arts, Entrepreneurship, 

and Education centered - Urban 
Village, where we’re able to work, 
play, learn, and chillax, all within 

our own back yard.

Dazzle
Mreow mreow, kapow! 

That’s our plan in a nutshell.
to build the healthy, fully 

functioning, community we all want 
and deserve to live in. 

Anwar
But again, all of this sounds super 

cool, but realistically . . . What 
does all of this, look like?

The Flow

       

Dazzle
Because to reach our goal of 

sculpting frogtown into the Arts, 
Education, and Entrepreneurship 

centered Urban Village we’d like it 
to be, We have to approach it from 

two very different directions:

that is to say, one that’s more 
people centric and one that’s 

more system centric. 

On one hand we’ve got..

To attack these 
issues and bring our 
dream to fruition, we’ve broken our 

plan into two
parts.

the Dream!

the machine!
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and that, my furry friends, is the 
flow. I’m done yapping.

(The Smaps break into an 
uproarious round of applause. 

Exchange high fives/ hug. Confetti 
falls, horns blare)

Lawdy, Lawd! 
I thought it’d 
never be over.

I mean are 
you done or 
is you done, 
amaright?

Aww is Dazzy wazzy 
saddy waddy?

DAZZLE
Get to work. all of yas!

and I’m never throwing a bbq in 
your honor, again! 

Yous guys could never eat again 
for alls I care.

someone definitely likes 
to hear themselves talk!

why so glum, 
chum?
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The Dream
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Land USe
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ALLi (cont’d)
Gentry is short for Gentri..fier. 
Which is coool, because, ya know, 

that’s what I am. 

Though.. I’m much more fond of 
being addressed by my name. 

Gentrifier stems from
Gentrification, the buzzword  

everyone’s talking about. 

But just in case you’ve been under 
a rock for the past decade, 

Google defines gentrification as:

the process of renovating and 
improving a house or district so 
that it conforms to middle-class 

taste.

whereas people who live in 
gentrifying neighborhoods like 

Frogtown define it as:

young well to do hipster types 
jogging and walking dogs named 

terrence down newly constructed 
fancy schmancy sidewalks to 

grab coffee and toffee topped 
gourmet treats from Trendy 

corporations like Starbucks and 
Wholefoods. 

So yah.. my neighbors call me, 
Gentry. 

Anywho. 

I moved to Frogtown not too 
long after college.

 
Go Pipes!

(alli’s roomies, as if cued, chime in)

Roommates
Go, Hamline, go! Fair Hamline Go!

Alli
I did most of my grocery 
shopping at Dragon Star, 

volunteered at st. PAUL CITY 
SCHOOL, and STUDIED AT RONDO 

Frogtown; somewhere on Minnehaha..

Hiya, Frogtown! My name’s Alli.
My friends call me Al Pal.  

supp, Gentrayy!

   

Uh..hiya.. Earl. see how I used 
your name there? 
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City Planning, and I’m uber excited 
to share everything I’ve

discovered with you guys!

What is Land Use?
Okies..so first things first, what 

the frick do I mean when I say Land 
Use? 

 

Pao (Cont’D)
a primary function of local 

governments. Planning 
departments oversee and shape 

much of the regulation related to 
land use as they address issues..

ALLI 
Blehh bleh mrehh MREHHH!

Stick to your section, Pao. I’ve 
got this covered. If you guys 
want the overly wordy and 

complicated definition, check out 
the glossary in the back of the 

book. 

PAO
OH HOW I DEPLORE BEING 

DISMISSED.

ALLI
Oh how I deplore being 

interrupted, ya know it all!

(PAO EXITS MUMBLING UNDER HIS 
BREATH)

ok so, Land use is.. Wait for it.. 

LIBRARY WHEN I NEEDED A BREAK 
FROM CAMPUS LIFE. 

IT wasn’t long before I fell in 
love with the people, the culture, 
and the overall charm of the area. 
There’s a vibe here I haven’t felt in 
many places, so after I graduated, 
I sauntered on down the road and 

found a place. 

Not yet a homeowner, cause ya 
know.. life. But I’m renting with 
my gals, And we’re looking to 

buy a home in the area eventually.. 
Hopefully sooner than later.  

(Allie snaps her fingers)

The Void..

Alli (cont’d)
outside of academia, these 

subjects were my absolute jam. 
While my friends were out raging 
and what not, I was in the school 

of hardknocks..

binge playing simcity, Feng shui’ing 
everything I could get my hands 

on, Digging my fingers in dirt, 
Planting seeds, Traveling, And 
studying people -- which is my 

jammiest of jams.

So it’s truly serendipitous that 
I’ve gotten the chance to work 
on Smapl. It’s afforded me the 
opportunity to finally dive face 
first into the machinery that is 

Though I 
didn’t major in 
environmental 

design.. 
horticulture.. or 

anything fancy like 
that, 

Sounds rather vague doesn’t it? 

The regulation of 
land use is.. 



Land Use

60

how the city uses it’s lanD!
(slaps knee) 

And every inch of land that makes 
up our great city is broken into 
zones, which are categorized as 

follows:

Residential Zones:
Residential zones are where 

people get their live on. These 
zones are meant to accomodate 

a variety of housing types 
and ‘sposed to encourage the 
provision of housng for all 

people.

Commercial Zones:
Commerical zones are where I, 
personally, spend most of my 

time. They Provide employment, 
shopping, services, recreation and 
lodging needs for residents and 

visitors of the city. 

Civic Zones:
Civic zones are Reserved for 
the important stuff: city hall, 
churches, schools, libraries 
and public spaces like plazas, 

amphitheaters and town squares. 

Industrial Zones:
Industrial zones Accommodate 
a wide range of industrial and 

manufacturing activities usually 
away from people because they’re.. 

er industrial.. and typically eye 
sores.

Open Space Zones:
Open space Zones are my absolute 

fave zones. They Protect 
lands for outdoor recreation, 
education, and scenic and visual 
enjoyment. all things I loves. 

And last, but definitely not least 
because It’s quite literally the 

foundation of our entire system..

Agricultural Land Zones:
Agricultural land zones

are typically out in the middle 
of no place, or lands where 

agricultural uses are currently 
desirable.

There are tons more, but these 
are the main zones.

Now To put all of that there into 
context.

(Allie Snaps her fingers)
 
 

Alli (cont’D)
Meaning on this empty plot, 

we couldn’t put say -- a small 
business (commercial), or an 

Amphitheatre (civic). We gotsta 
put a residence here. 

But wait.. the plot thickens. 

There are layers to the zoning 
process. 

For instance..

This portion of the neighborhood 
is zoned single-family, so we 

gotsta put a single family house 
here. No duplex’s or apartment 
complexes or anything like that. 

Frogtown; Empty Lot..

This portion of frogtown
is zoned residential.
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That said, Housing, in a residential 
centric area like Frogtown, is a 

big hunk of a subject all it’s own, 
so our big hunk of a Smap, Earl, 

will handle that portion of Land 
Use once I wrap up.  

my portion of the gameplan was 
to think about how Frogtown’s 
zoning and infrastructure could 
be changed and/or revitalized to 
reach our Arts, Entrepreneurship, 

and Education centered - Urban 
Village vision.

Keep in mind We’re a diverse bunch 
here in frogtown, so I hope I did 
a decent enough job summarizing 
the variety of answers we heard 
during our community outreach.

Def let me know if I left anything 
out! 

Here are the  goals I’ve come up 
with:

Land Use Goals
1. Infuse more green space 
and parks geared toward 
cultivating community, health, 
and wellness into Frogtown.

I’d like to see 
recreational 
activities for 
all ages in the 
neighborhood. 

Green, green, 
green, and more 

green!
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Though St. Paul has more parks 
per capita than many other cities 

across the nation (2nd, behind 
minneapolis- go MN!), few of these 

parks exist within Frogtown, 
having only .006 acres of green 

space per child while boastng the 
highest concentration of children 

in St. Paul (with over 30% of 
residents being under 17). We intend 
on balancing our highly urban and 

culture rich environment with 
beautifully landscaped green 
space for residents to enjoy.  

2. We’d like to take a flexible, 
functional, and holistic 
approach to the design of 
public space, Ensuring that it 
reflects our neighborhood’s 
history, its stories, the 
cultures of its inhabitants, and 
Our pride of place, art, and 
community, All while meetING 
our sustainability goals.

       

Streets, sidewalks, alleys, and 
parking lots make up the bulk of 
our space here in Frogtown, yet 
very little thought has been put 

into how they’re designed.

These spaces activate our 
neighborhood. They not only need 
to be attractively designed, but 
functionally designed so they’re 

able to serve as extensions of our 
homes.. utilized to better bring 

community together. 

And lastly..

3. Make Frogtown a more 
walkable community.

.

      

Though we’d like our 
neighborhood to be more 

walkable for practicality’s sake, 
many of us Frogtowners are 
well aware of climate change 

and would like to work towards 
reducing our collective footprint. 

I want to be 
more connected. 

Side walk art! 

There’s lots 
of space, put a 

stamp on it. 

Bring our 
community to 

life!

It’s easy 
to say, and hard 

to do. But I 
want more of 

that.. in creative 
ways.

It’d be nice to have a 
grocery store in walking 

distance.

A main street or 
community hub would 
be great. People want 

to slow down. 
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WE also understand we’d be 
much healthier humans if we were 
encouraged to move our bodies a 

bit more. 

But what are goals without 
solutions, right?

Nothing, that’s what.

I racked my brain for weeks 
coming up with these babies. 

Some are pretty cool, some a bit.. 
experimental.. but try and keep 
an open mind. We’ve been doing 
a whole lot of things wriggity 
wrong for too liggity long, so 
I think it’s about time we tried 

something different. 

In the name of progress!
SOlutions
Solution 1: Take a recreational 
approach to assessing 
potential use of empty lots.

After the infamous housing bubble 
of ‘08, Frogtown’s housing stock 

went ka put. 

Homes were foreclosed, boarded 
up, and demolished.. Leaving empty 

lot after empty lot dispersed 
throughout the neighborhood.

Over the years, some have become 
homes, extended yards, and 

gardens.
 

BUT FEW HAVE BECOME USEABLE 
GREEN SPACE OR PARKS. 

And many have remained nothing 
more than a patch of mowed 

grass with a sign on it or a fence 
around it. 

WOULDN’T LITTLE INFILL 
Parks EMBEDDED WITHIN OUR 

NEIGHBORHOOD TO LIVen THINGS UP 
a bit be GREAT?

We love parks. 

Kiddos frolicking to and fro. 
Grandma’s feeding birds. Beesa 
buzzing. Swingsa swingin. Dogsa 

barking anda pooping. folksa 
being responsible anda picking up 

aforementioned poopa. 

Green space and parks give US a 
FREE place to go when we don’t 

want to be couped up in the house, 
and A FREE WAY TO TOUCH BASE 

WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY, face to 
face, WHICH haS BECOME MORE AND 

MORE RARE THESE DAYS.

Parks. are. frippin’. awesome!

But they can always be awesomer. 
awesometastic, even.

Picture this!

and that wraps 
up our land use 

goals!
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A pocket skatepark where kiddos 
can scrape knees, bumps fists, and 
learn to be the next tony hawk! 

orrr
a multigenerational playground 
where children and adults alike 
can break a sweat and get their 

play on!
 

Or, or, or
Or a nice quiet place to relax 
under the sun.. have tea with a 

neighbor.. maybe kick your shoes 
off and get some much needed one 

on one time with mother earth!

The possibilities are endless!

These places could serve as 
neighborhood nodes, unique to the 
cultures, ideas, and creativity of 

those who live around them! 

Solution 2: Dale street as a 
main street creative corridor

Dale Street (from university 
to pierce butler) is one of the 
busiest corridors in Frogtown. 

It’s home to the Frogtown 
Neighborhood Association, 
Neighborworks, Community 
stabilization project, GReat 

Northern Business Center, PUBLIC 
and GARDENS, AND SO MUCH MORE. 

But it’s also home to empty lots, 
ABANDONED homes, outdated 

landscaping, halfhearted attempts 
at branding, and boatloads of 

traffic. 
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together by landscape Architect 
Dustin Kleingartner and curated 

by Frogtown Green. 

It envisioned a beautifully 
landscaped corridor with a 

canopy of green down the median, 
Bike lanes, Less left turns for 
safety, AND A Multi-use pocket 
park on the corner of Edmund 
and Dale -- All super cool and 

necessary additions to THE 
CORRIDOR. 

AND THAT’S just one of infinite 
possibilities. 

With a bit of intention, Dale street 
along with university could be a 
calling card for Frogtown. IT 

boasts some of the best and most 
eclectic Eats the Twin Cities has 
to offer AND IS DEVELOPING INTO 

QUITE THE ARTSTIC HUB.

 We could have Our own little 
version of eat street! 

Solution 3: Design Thinking 

“Engineering, medicine, business, 
architecture, and painting are 

concerned not with the necessary 
but with the contingent—not how 

things are but how they might 
be—in short, with design…Everyone 

Us Frogtowners would like 
to work towards making dale 
street the HEartbeat of our 

neighborhood by 
transforming it into A 

wait for it..

main street creative corridor! 

Though I’d love to take credit 
for the idea it was a neighborhood 

in little, rock arkansas who 
trailblazed the movement. 

The mayor of little, rock 
proposed transforming their 
main street, an underutilized, 

blighted corridor into A “Creative 
Corridor,” that’d provide:

“affordable housing to artists 
and a vibrant mixed-used, culture- 

and arts-based experience for 
residents and visitors.”

THE CITY RAN WITH IT AND NOW 
THEY’re working towards bringing 

the vision to fruition. 

This is everything we’d love for 
Dale Street to be. 

A couple months back, I read 
a piece in Greening Frogtown 

about redeveloping Dale Street 
into a more Pedestrian frieNDly 
COrRIDOR. The visioning was put 
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designs who devises courses of 
action aimed at changing existing 
situations into preferred ones.”

—Herbert Alexander Simon, Nobel 
Prize laureate (1969)

AS DAZZLE SAID A LITTLE BIT AGO, 
We’re going to use the phrase, 

design thinking, quite a bit 
throughout this document ‘cause, 

ya know.. it could totes solve 
every problem on the planet. 

And though nick explained it 
earlier, I’m going to run the 

definition by you one more time to 
make sure it sticks. 

Linda Niaman, founder of “Creativity 
at work”, defines Design THinking 

as:
 

“a methodology used by designers 
to solve complex problems, 

and find desirable solutions for 
clients. A design mindset is not 
problem-focused, it’s solution 
focused and action oriented 

towards creating a preferred 
future.”

 

Design Thinking draws upon logic, 
imagination, intuition, and systemic 
reasoning, to explore possibilities 
of what could be—and to create 

desired outcomes that benefit the 
end user (the customer).”

ANd in our case, that end user 
would be us Frogtowners. now, 

don’t get me wrong. I love 
frogtown. Love it like I love 

walking barefoot.. BUT aside from 
a few bright spots, Frogtown.. in 
my admittedly priveldged opinion, 

is a homely place.

(Anwar rolls up on skates.)

  

    

Thanks Gentry, we only 
live here. What are we not good 

enough for you? Is our poor 
people grass not
 green enough?

Anwar! no no no! Of
 course it--

Are you agreeing that we 
have poor people grass?

    
*gasps* I would 

NEVER!

It’s ok Alli. I’m 
trolling. Look at you!
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ANWAR (CONT’D)
But you’re right, Frogtown is a bit 
rough around the edges. The city’s 

INVESTED VERY LITTLE into what 
this area looks like, and we can’t 

downplay how much that matters. 
People take better care of their 
community when IT’S JAZZED UP.

(CONSOLING A FLUSTERED ALLI)
You’re doing good work. 

Alli
Thanks.. 

 Anwar(skating away)
But watch how you say things..

We sensitive. 
       

Alli (deflated)
So yah . . . we.. FROGTOWNERS 

deserve INVESTMENT.. I GUESS.

Martha Shwartz, one of the 
leading landscape architects in 
the world, and designer of this 

baby outside of the courThouse in 
minneapolis:

had this to say about our urban 
landscape: 

“The spaces and places that we 
actually travel on and spend our 
time on are the streets. People 
spend maybe eight to ten times 
more time on the streets than 

they do in a park..

Jan Gehl, a great urbanist from 
Copenhagen, has promoted the use 
of streets and the awareness that 
these are our major public spaces. 

But they don’t just function to 
beautify. He convinced the city 

that if they invested in bike lanes 
the cost of healthcare in general 

for the population would go 
down. And that’s exactly what’s 

happened.”
       

ALLI
Design can be used to not only 

improve our environment, but to 
improve our vitality, our health, 
interactions, behavior, safety, 

energy efficiency, waste water 
reuse, and on and on and on. We 
just have to be intentional. And 

Frogtowners have to be A part of 
the conversation. 
Martha continued:

“There are many people who 
are on the track of being 
able to evaluate what the 

outcome is of creating spaces 
that work spiritually, visually, 

environmentally.. But if you don’t 
really understand people’s 
cultural values, you’ll get 
it wrong.. How you actually 

translate your ideas, how you get 
their input. All of this actually 

is more important than the 
technologies. The technologies 

have to function. But the 
technologies alone don’t actually 

create value for a space. And if 
people don’t value it, then it will 
be wasted. It won’t be maintained. 
People won’t use it. It’ll go away.”

Alli
WHICH IS THE ESSENCE OF DESIGN 
THINKING.. ENSURING THAT WE’RE 
NOT CHANGING FOR CHANGING’S 

Anwar! no no no! Of
 course it--
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SAKE, BUT THAT WE’RE ACTUALLY 
CREATING VALUE FOR COMMUNITY 

MEMBERS. I know things like 
landscaping and infrastructure 
sound like big bucks, but with a 
little creativity and community 
power we can transform our 
community for aN ABSOLUTE 

bargain!

Solution 3-a: Tactical 
Urbanism
 

According to “The Planner’s guide 
to tactical Urbanism” by  Laura 
Pfeifer, Tactical Urbanism, also 
known as guerilla urbanism, is a 
term used to describe low cost, 
temporary changes  to the built 

environment. IT’S SOLE PURPOSE IS 
to improve local neighborhoods 

and inspire long term change. 

It’s defined by these five 
characterics:

1. a deliberate, phased approach 
to instigating change;

2. an offering of local ideas for 
local planning challenges;

3. short-term commitment and 
realistc expectations;

4. low risks, with possibly a high 
reward, and;

5. The development of social 

capital between citizens, and 
the bulding of organizational 
capacity between public/ private 
institutions, non-profit/ ngo’s, 
and their constituents. 

So, pretty much everything a 
community like Frogtown needs.

Our friends over in north 
Minneapolis are doing an 

oustanding job of incorporating 
tactical urbanism and creative 

placemaking into their community. 
largely thanks to organizations 
like Juxtaposition for the arts, 

an org that “develops community 
by engaging and employing 

young urban artists in hands-on 
education initiatives.”

Solution 3-b: Activating Our 
Sidewalks

\

If you take a walk through 
Frogtown, one thing you’ll notice 
missing almost immediately, are 

places to pop a squat.
 

We have zero benches. 

Your neighborhood can’t be 
walkable if you don’t have places 

to rest. 

It’s nice to be able to sit down 
after a long walk or because the 
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sun is shining, And we don’t have to 
wait for the city to do it. 

If we showcase a need, by making 
seats ourselves, perhaps the city 

will just give us what we want. 
 
Or how about sidewalk poetry or 
affirmations made with stencil? 

We have some pretty cool 
groups in Frogtown working on 

beautifying our streets. Frogtown 
Green, the Friendly Streets 
Initiative, and the Frogtown 

neighborhood association to name 
a few.

but there could def be more! 

Solution 3-C: Activating our 
alleyways

Alley’s have become seldom used 
wastelands of urban environments. 
Full of old Tv’s, couches, broken      

 glass, and streetwise kitties.  

But they weren’t always this way. 
100 years ago they were used 
as social hubs and places of 

commerce. We have hundreds of 
alley’s in Frogtown alone, and they 

can all stand to be reenergized 
and reimagined. 

  
There’s a growing trend across 

the nation to reactivate our 
alleyways and return them to 

public space.

What if we greened our alleys? 
Equipped them with flower and 

garden beds, trees, and permeable 
pavement? 

       

What if we activated them with 
entertainment? Garage concerts, 
“block parties”, or local markets? 

There are so many AWESOMELY 
CREATIVE things we can do, SO 
Let’s reclaim our alleyways!

and that wraps up the last of..
wait for it.. alli’s ways! ha!

 Next I’ll be passing the torch 
to everyone’s fave Elder AND 

OFG, Sayama, to chat a bit about 
the transportation leg of our 
visioning. Thanks for hearing me 

out, frogtown!
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Helloo! I am Sayama. the OFG.. 

Transportation
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Sayama (CONT’D)
When Dazzle first asked me to be 

a part of this visioning Committee, 
I had many many reservations..
because in the 30-40 years I’ve 
been here, frogtown, Through 

small area plan after small 
area plan, a fraction of what the 
community actually wanted’s got 

accomplished.. 

To me, this year was gonna be much 
of the same, so when He showed 

me a draft of this decade’s plan, I 
laughed. I was right.

wasn’t nothing new. Same ol thing. 
Housing we can afford. Resources 
for people who lack resources. 

Economic development.. 
investment. 

same stuff, different plan.

So, I laughed again. 

Ha! You youth an your misguided 

optimism!

It wasn’t until he brought up the 
idea of it being a Living Document 

that my ears perked up. To me, 
that sounded a lot like action. And 
action is exactly what an old bird 
like me needs  because I’m tired.

tired of waiting for things to get 
better year after year, decade 

after decade, Waiting.
 

Watching my neighbors.. my family, 
my people, struggling.. hurting. 

I’ve asked myself time and time 
again, what is this “success” 

everybody’s busying themselves 
trying to obtain? 

What is this “progress”?

and Who decided this was how we 
was meant to live? 

Helloo! I am Sayama. the OFG.. 

Frogtown; somewhere on charles..

Original Frogtown Granny. 
Of all the Smaps, I’ve been here the longest. 

This is my ‘hood.. My home.

Live with my daughter and 
this headache to the left of me.  
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That we were built to live in boxes 
surrounded by concrete? 

To Stand or sit all day? 

Who decided oil filled cars, that 
puff smoke into the lungs of us 
and our children, should replace 
the trolly and train lines that 
predated them? That tracks 

should be ripped up to become 
streets?

I’ve been reflecting a lot on life..
as we in our twilight do.

Reflecting and asking questions.. 
I think it’s healthy to do so.

Transportation Goals
I was chosen to head up the 
Transporation leg of Smapl 

because I have never owned a car. 
I’m a biking, walking, jogging, bus 

and train taking fool.
 

I can’t say Frogtown has ever 
been a friendly place for a person 
like me. It’s too dangerous to bike. 
It’s a nuisance to walk and jog. And 

public transit is only somewhat 
convenient..

But it’s getting better, and 
the pedestrianization of city 

centers is becoming a national 
conversation, so we’ve got some 

momentum on our side!

The void

1. Reduce our dependence on 
motor vehicles by making 
Frogtown a more walkable, 
bikable, and public transit 
centric neighborhood.

       

     

  
 

Sayama
This year we witnessed perhaps 
the worst hurricane season to 

ever be recorded. Half of the US 
is on fire. flooding and drought 

rampant around the world.. things 
aren’t looking too hot. We have to 
play some serious catch up when it 

It keeps me young and 
connected to the rhythm 

of the streets. 

our Goals for the 
Transportation section 
of our Small Area Plan 

are:

I don’t 
really like to 

let my kids play 
outside and bike 
and stuff w/o 
some serious 
supervision. 

Too many cars 
and not enough 
space for a kid 
to really be a 

kid. I get anxious 
just thinking 

about it. 

I’d love to 
see traffic 
circles in 

Frogtown. 
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comes to reducing our footprint. 

Our addiction to cars is gobbling 
up all our space and energy and 

costing us an arm and a leg in the 
process.. ‘specially here in The 
land of infinite snow,  constant 

construction, and long commutes. 

2. To work with other 
communities around Frogtown 
(midway, north end, summit u/
rondo, capital heights) to 
improve transit connections 
between one another. 

Sayama
I’ve lived in Frogtown most of 

my life, but It wasn’t til I started 
working on this project that I 
learned its boundaries And.. It 

doesn’t make dog sense. 
none at all. 

The community member above isn’t 
alone.. nearly everyone I’ve spoke 
to about this sees the whole of 

“central st. paul” as one thing, so 
it should operate like it. 

We should be able to zip all 
around our immediate community 
without a hassle, but as of right 
now, it’s more difficult than it 

needs to be. 

3. Foster a healthier, greener, 
and more active lifestyle in the 
community.  

sayama
An active community, is a healthy 
community, is a safe community. 

SOLUTIONS
Solution 1: A circulator bus 
that connects the 4 districts 
within central St. Paul 
(Frogtown, Northend, Midway, 
Summit U).

Our metro transit system in St. 
Paul isn’t half bad. 

It’s actually pretty darn good. 
We’ve got the light rail.. buses 

that go down our major streets.. 
a new rapid bus system.. metro 
mobility.. a dial-to-ride option 

It’s all 
the same thing! 

I live on Fuller, my kid 
goes to Ben Mays 

and does rec check after 
school at Jimmy Lee, my 

cousin lives on sherburne 
and dale, my best friend, my 
nephew and his lady live off 

Marshall, my best friend lives 
over by St. Agnes, my auntie 

lives by Golden thyme. I walk 
up and down these streets 

smiling and saying hi to 
everybody. It’s all the 
same thing.. I don’t get 

it. I don’t get 
this separation.  

Whenever I 
see people 

being active, it 
inspires me 

to want to be 
active. 
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via transit link.. and if you toss 
in these new app options like 

uber and lyft you’re definitely 
cooking with grease. But, as with 

everything, it could always be 
better. 

How about a circulator bus? 
One that connects people to 

hot spots/ and community nodes 
throughout central St. Paul?

I could walk to victoria, hitch 
a ride to selby and nab a cup a 
coffee at golden thyme. Hop 

back on, grab my grand son from 
Jimmy Lee. And get back home All 
within an hours time. The city of 

Los Angeles has a circulator bus 
called a Dash.

 
It provides frequent, inexpensive, 
AND convenient bus services to 27 
neighborhoods across the City.

 Each route is designed to travel 
around the neighborhood and 

connect patrons to other, more 
major, routes and modes of public 

transit. 

Fare is only fifty cents. And 25 
cents for US oldies, the disabled, 

and low income travelers. 
    

Our community could definitely 
benefit from such a service. 
‘specially during the colder 

months when JUST going to get 
the mail is a chore. They could 
even be electric, like the buses 

being made by Proterra, and 
designed to look like the Trolleys 

that used to connect Frogtown 
back in the early 1900’s!

How neat would that be?

Solution 2: Bus and Train Stops 
designed with winter use and 
function in mind.

St. Paul has frigid weather for 
at least 14 months out the year. 
At least that how it feels to the 
OFG’s knees, but that’s beside the 
point. why would our bus stops 

look like this (pictured above)? no 
enclosures? no seating? no heat? 
in a place like MN. Public transit 

use would skyrocket if more 
thought was put into the design 
of these structures, not a doubt 

in my mind. back in 2011 caribou 
gifted mpls with a bus stop oven
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To promote their new sandwiches.
it wasn’t only an eye catcher; it 
served a genuine purpose. With 
heat comes costs, but maybe 
corporations would foot the 

bill in exchange for advertising.
We have to be willing to invest in 

things that make sense. 

Solution 3: Pump up the zoning 
diversity of the interior of 
Frogtown.

The way Frogtown is zoned 
currently, all of our mixed use 

zones.. zones that allow for say,  
commercial spaces & housing to 
be side by side,  lie around the 
edges of our community, while 

all of our housing lies within. 
So unless we’re walking to a 

neighbor’s house, or a neighbor 
of a neighbor’s house, we have 

not a sliver of incentive to walk 
around our neighborhood. 

but If we littered Frogtown with 
more locally owned shops, green 
spaces, and parks maybe we’d get 

up and walk ‘round. Maybe even 
engage with our neighbors some.

Our environment has to be 
designed to connect people, not 

separate. 

Solution 4: Limited Car Use and/or 
Pedestrian Only Zones

We need streets in our community 
where car use is limited. 

with less hunks of metal hurling 
‘round, streets become an 

extension of the front yard, 
closing the gap 

between neighbors.

What if it began 
as something that 

happened periodically?

 Like national night 
out, except more 

frequent? Say every 
first Wednesday some 

designated street isn’t 
available for car use? 

or maybe during a certain time of 
day? 

If we can do it for street 
cleaning? Why can’t we do it to 

foster community?

Just ideas..

The charles avenue bicycle 
boulevard is an example of what 
this could look like on a small 
scale, but it’s been stalled for 

nearly three years due to a lack 
of funding. 
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I’m not too sure how many 
community members even know or 
acknowledge Charles avenue as a 

bicycle boulevard..

If I didn’t live on charles, myself, 
I’m positive I wouldn’t know that’s 

what it was. How do we get the 
word out? 

Solution 5: Encourage Biking. 

now, i know we live in the tundra 
and Summer’s only thirty three 
seconds long, but I see that as 
even more of an excuse to be a 
biking community; we got winter 

weight to Pedal off!

I see the city trying. Though I’ve 
never ridden them myself, I’m a 

huge fan of Nice Ride MN. but they 
need to be more strategically 

placed. 

We have not one nice ride stand on 
the interior of Frogtown. They’re 
all located along the edges near 

train stops. 

If people had them near their 
homes, they would use them, 
guaranteed; If only to bring 

them closer to major transit 
lines. And the city would benefit 
greatly because as of right now, 
they’re rarely, if ever, ridden by 

community members. better yet,  
what if we created a program that 
ensured every Frogtowner owned 

or had access to a bike? The 
city would be forced to build an 

infrastructure that could handle a 
bottleneck of bikers. 

Cycles for Change is attempting 
to address this need, but we 

could use a more pocketbook 
friendly model considering Many 

Frogtowners can’t afford to 
pay over 100 dollars for wheels. 

‘specially not an entire family.

there are a handful of start ups 
in China who’ve created public 
bike share programs, making 

bikes cheap and accessible for 
everyone with hopes of reducing 
their car use and greenhouse gas 

emmissions.
 

and it’s working. 

Some are “dockless” - think car 2 
go, but for bikes. while Some are 

docked at kiosks like Nice RiDE MN, 
with advertising covering much of 

their costs.

Could we do something similar?

could this be a trend worth 
getting behind?
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Solution 5 - a: Bike 
infrastructure, roundabouts, 
and visible bike lanes/ paths 
throughout Frogtown in 
addition to the Charles Bicycle 
Boulevard. 

Have you been to the University of 
Minnesota, lately? Or downtown 

st. Paul? 

these areas are designed how 
every urban community in the 

world should be designed, if you 
ask me. 

they got Everything you need 
within walking, biking, or transit 

distance. You never have to leave! 

That’s how a village needs to be 
organized. And their bike lanes are 

the kitten’s caboodle.

We want this level of intention 
put into Frogtown. I want to feel 
comfortable letting my Grandson 
bike around the neighborhood. psh, 
I want to be comfortable walking 

around the neighborhood.

These lanes don’t just need to 
be in Frogtown. They need to 
connect the whole of St. Paul. 

That’s putting your money 
where your mouth is as far as 
sustainability and reaching our 

8-80 vitality fund goals. 

Otherwise we’re just talking.. And 
we’ve done enough of that. 

Solution 5 - B: Speed Bumps and 
Bump outs. 

look at these 3d speed bumps! 
how creative is that? didn’t cost 

anything but a bucket of paint, time, 
and energy. 

I’d love to see this in my 
neighborhood. I see cars zip 

down my street like a bat out of 
hell every day. If I had it my way 
there’d be speed bumps on EVERY 

street in the city. 

Where are we rushing to? 
Where are we going? 

Balls go into the street, daily, with  
kids running after them. 

Children playing.

No one reads signs. 
You have to slow down to read 
signs. What is this sign doing? 

Nothing. We don’t change behavior 
with signs.

 We change it with design. ha! 
(Shaking head)

I’ve been indoctrinated by dazzle..
anyway, that’s that. I’ve spoken my 
piece. Thank you all for listening. 

off to, earl. 
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Housing
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 Bought me a Home. Raised me a 
family. Grew me a beard and belly. 

Slurped down a river’s worth of 
Pho at Saigon, And inhaled a small 
farms worth of wings down there 
at the hickory hut. I’m frogtown 

through and through.

Over the years, I’ve seen the 
landscape of this neighborhood

Change like the seasons. 
Businesses come and go. Homes 

built, Remodeled, And torn down. 
Demographics shift..

I think that’s why I’ve stuck around 
this place. it’s always evolvin’.. 
becomin’ more and more of a 

meltin’ pot. and I’m a sucker for 
diversity. How many places can 

you go where 6+ countries can be 
represented on any given block?

that’s what makes our community 
special.

What is a human thing? and How are 
we s’posed to interact? Coexist? 

and Live wit one another. 

in harmony?

Comin’ from the west side of 
Chicago.. from a crazy fam’ly.. and 

an eem crazier neighborhood, I 
knew there had to be a better way. 

I began to obsess over the idea.. 

How do individuals become fam’ly, 
and how do fam’lies become 

What’s happenin’, yall? 
name’s Earl. 

aka big man on campus.
 aka the man of steel. 

aka Royal Rumble. 
man from the land where the 

bees don’t bumble and the 
crumbs don’t crumble! 

I live off Chatsworth and 
Sherburne over here by 

the Johnny Baby’s. Been in 
Frogtown twenty..

 twenty-five years now. 

Frogtown; somewhere on sherburne..

Since I was a small Earl, I’ve 
been a bundle of curiosity.
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community?
and How do we make sure er’body’s 
taken care of? That they’re Happy 

and Healthy..?

..‘Cause all around me it seemed 
nobody was. we’s all just going 

through the motions.

As I got older and my 
understanding of the world 

deepened, I began to realize how 
closely tied the design of space is 

to our overall well being.. 

‘specially when it comes to where 
we lay our head at night. It can 

work for us or against us. 

And unfortunately, up to this point 
in our lil community, it’s only 

worked against us. 

but, we frogtowner’s just as 
resilient and prideful as we’ve 

ever been, ‘cause..

Home to curious kids and 
meanderin’ millennials.

       
Mothers and fathers, hustlin’ and 

bustlin’.

Boomers and Empty Nesters, 
movin’ and groovin’.

Dreamers and schemers.

strivers and survivors. 

All boppin’ to their own rhythm 
to create the energy -- the music.. 

that is Frogtown. 

And the housing available within 
our community should reflect 

that diversity.. that energy..that 
jazz.. ‘cause this is home. 

And home adjusts to us..
 not the other way around. 

HOUsing Goals
    Void..

We got the train here. We got 
the Stadium coming in the midway. 
University Avenue, as a whole, is 
under a heap of redevelopment, 
as is Dale Street and Rice. So, 
inevitably, prices are going to 

soar..

They already have. 

And we Frogtowners are well 
aware of the stakes.  

      
 We see it. We feel it. 

And we’re not having it. 

Here’s a list of how we expect the 
housing in Frogtown to develop 

over the next decade:

I’ve been talking 
to my neighbors, 
trying to get a 
comprehensive 
handle on our 

housing wants and 
needs. 

Frogtown is Jazz. An orchestra of culture 
that dips and twists, alive with a heartbeat 

all its own. 
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1. Quality housing that serves 
Frogtowners from all walks 
of life. 

       
       

Earl
Frogtown is a wildly diverse 

community and dog-on-it, we’d like 
to keep it that way. in order for an 

under-resourced community like 
ours to thrive we need resources. 

And our best resource is, and 
always will be, each other.. and the 
cultures, values, and perspectives 

attached to us. 

2. Housing that creates and 
nurtures community.

 

Earl
We want Frogtown to be a 

village. A place where we know 
our neighbors, can hang out, and 

feel safe. We want Frogtown.. our 
home..to feel like a place we want 

to be. 

and lastly:

3. Housing that encourages 
entrepreneurship. 

Earl
The live-work spaces of old are 
back in style. Artists, educators, 
entrepreneurs, and techies need 
space and time to do what they 
do. If we Made live-work spaces 
readily available in Frogtown it’d 
empower the residents that crave 

them, serve as a much needed 
boost to our local economy, and 

bring a heap of creativity and 
innovation to our community. 

I need a nice 
neighborhood with 
nice grass. I don’t 
like where I live. 
It’s messed up. 8 
people in a small 

two bedroom 
apartment. It’s 

crowded..

I don’t want 
the future... 
I want now. 
A tiny little 

house, a yard, a 
tiny little dog. 
I’m old now..

When I was a 
youngster. We had 
that village feel.

If I had space 
to create.. sell 
my pieces.. hold 

a gallery, 
and live?

it’d be a 
dream But 

artist lofts 
are expensive 
and I’m barely 

keeping the 
lights on in 
my studio 
apartment, 

so.. 

We 
don’t say hi 
enough. If 
neighbors 

were speaking 
to each other, 
building that 
relationship 

in the 
neighborhood, 
imagine how 
good it’d 

feel.
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If we achieve these three 
goals, we can better work 

towards becoming the Arts, 
Entrepreneurship, and Education 
centered Urban Village we’ve set 

out to be.

And who knows, maybe the vitality 
and culture of our lil community 

will rub off on those that 
surround us. 

Solutions
Solution 1: Affordable and 
attractively designed housing 
options for Frogtowner’s 
interested in living small and/or
among community

Single room occupancy (SRO) 
houses ar isn’t for er’body, but 
there is a growin’ trend around 

the states to include 

According to our most recent 
census (2009-2013), ‘round 33% of 
Frogtowners live by themselves. 

And I’m sure this number would be 
much higher if it included people 
who want to live alone but can’t..

 

Or my momma who just found a 
place on the edge of Minneapolis. 
much further than she’d like to be 
from the place she called home 
for the past 20 some odd years.

.

 

like my knucklehead niece, Nicole, who’s been 
squattin’ at my house for over a year now.

and I know what you’re thinkin’, 
Why couldn’t ya mom live wit you, 

earl?

besides nicole already 
taken up muh extra 

space. 

three 
words: oil 
and water. 

Lose a pound or 
two unc and there’d 
be more space for 

everyone.

Get out.
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Solution 1 - a: Construct Micro 
Communities  throughout 
Frogtown. 

From my talks with my neighbors, 
many Frogtowners, young and old, 
want to live slower, smaller, and 

closer to friends and family. 

High inner city rents and job 
scarcity have loved ones living 
further from each other than 
ever before; we’re a disjointed 

tribe. But there’s some extremely 
creative ways to attack this here 

problem.

For instance, The Tiny House 
movement is alive and well with 

Micro communities popping up all 
over the nation.

  
A Tiny House village, complete 
with shared spaces.. firepits, 
gardens, large family style 
kitchens, work spaces etc.. 

would be a bomb solution to our 
affordable housing needs. 

      
ALready in St. Paul. Alchemy 

Architects  and the East Yard 
Cooperative have projects 

underway on the East Side, but 
they’ll both start off at 100 plus 

thousand dollars a unit, which is.. 
way too dog-on expensive to live 

tiny, if you ask me. 

It’s the same issue present within 
the growin’ Micro-apartment 
trend poppin’ up all over the 

country. One being Ray on the edge 
of minneapolis and St. Paul just off 

highway 280. 

They got 372 square foot 
apartments starting at a lil over a 

1000 dollars a pop. 

for a cubicle with amenties? 
 (shaking head) uhn uhn. 

And They got the nerve to market 
these boxes as affordable options. 

how are they affordable when 
they’re all well above market 

rate?

Though I’m an advocate of the 
movement.. I mean, I love the idea 
of mixing up our housing options. 
But only if we’re being practical. 

We’d like micro-communities in 
Frogtown to make economic sense 
and really be somethin’ someone 

working full-time at minimum wage 
could afford without gaspin’ for 

air. 

That’s affordable housin’.

Solution 1 - B: slickly designed
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Solution 2: slickly designed 
affordable and/or subsidized 
social housing. 

We Frogtowners see the new 
fangled, fancy dancy luxury 

apartments poppin’ up every whicha 
way; Apartments with bells and 

whistles-- 

Spaces to commune with your 
neighbors, workout, do yoga, play 
games, garden -- I mean they even 
got dog parks on the roof. DOG 

PARKS ON THE ROOF!

But these apartments are only 
constructed at market rate or 

above. Meaning your average 
Frogtowner, who makes less 

than 40,000 dollars a year, can’t 
afford to live in one. 

2/3 of the people living in 
Frogtown, rent. And if trends 

continue as they are, that number’s 
only going up. 

I don’t know what the city’s game 
plan is,  but we’re gonna need 

places to live.. in our area.. that 
make economic sense. 

We’d like to solve that problem 
through.. you Guessed it!

Design, dog-on-it. 

Anna Bergren Miller, freelance 
writer, Harvard grad and 

Architecture Phd had this to say 
about social housing:

“Well-designed affordable housing 
is not an oxymoron. To the 

contrary, the best social housing 
being designed and built today 

features a combination of creative 
social programming, cutting-edge 

sustainability strategies, and a 
keen aesthetic awareness to rival 
anything available on the private 

market”

 

Earl
and That’s all we want: Low-cost, 

slickly designed housin’ for people 
who need it.. Housin’ residents can 

be proud of. 

There are a gang of models 
that could be duplicated or 
serve as a foundation for an 
entirely new model like star 

apartments located in the heart 
of skid row out in la (pictured 

above) Which “‘[offers] permanent 
subsidized housing...features an 

on-site wellness center, medical 
clinic, and community areas for 

socializing, making art, using 
computers, and exercising.’ 
Theresa Hwang, Community 

Architect at the Trust notes. 
these additions to the residences 
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represent a unique architectural 
investment in community-building 
activities. ‘It’s really pushing the 

typology of permanent supportive 
housing’”

All we have to do is innovate.

Solution 3: Dormitory style 
public housing with local and/
or resident occupied shops 
beneath. 

The original Frogtown Granny, 
Sayama, touched on how much she 
digs the U a lil bit ago and I have 

to say, I’m in love  wit the U myself. 

And not just cause they got more  
tasty treats than one earl could 

ever enjoy. I dig the u for the 
same reason I dig all college 
campusus; they’re designed to 
be social epicenters, full of 

multiple modes of transportation, 
walkability, and convenience. 

Since graduating from college, me 
and my buddies always wondered 
why society -- “the real world” -- 
did away with integratin’ a model 
that obviously works so well?

Why aren’t cities designed like 
college campuses if they serve 

a similar purpose? which is 
organizing human? Dorm style 

housing has been A growing trend 
‘round the nation in response to 
our affordable housing crisis, 

spurred by start-ups like we live, 
common, and a handful of others. 

But like those luxury tiny house 
villages being built over on the 

east side, and those luxury micro 
apartments, these dorms aren’t 
being made for folks around and 

below poverty. 

Seems nothin’ is. 
 

Again, and I can’t stress this 
enough, we want every new 

development built in frogtown 
to adhere to our mixed-income 
goal. We need eLI renters on up 

to homeowners adequately served 
and represented in our community. 

Solution 3: Live/ Work spaces 
that encourage entrepreneurship 
i.e. Residential units above or 
adjacent to office and/or retail 
spaces.  
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A very important part of the 
culture we’re tryna sculpt in 
Frogtown is becomin’ less a 

community of consumers, and 
more a community of producers.

In order to make this shift, 
entreprenuership needs to be 

embededded into the very design 
of our community. Designer, Larry 
w. Garnett had this to say about 

the subject:

“In the last few years, the 
marketplace has witnessed the re-
emergence of buildings that have 

residential units above or adjacent 
to office and retail spaces. This is 
actually an old concept of ‘living 
above your store’ found in many 

small towns all over the 
country. As you take a closer look 

at this type of product, you’ll 
find a great deal of flexibility 

inherent in the designs. A retiring 
professional might continue 
a limited practice of law or 

consulting, utilizing an area that 
is easily accessible to the public 
while actually being an extension 

of the home. A young entrepreneur 
could use one of these spaces as 

a low cost location to start their 
business. The options are almost 

endless.”

Earl
We have a handful of buildings 

designed to be live/work spaces 
here in Frogtown, but they’re 
rarely, if ever, owned by the 

resident(s) above. 
     
We’d like to change that ‘cause like 
I said before.. Artists, educators, 

entrepreneurs, and techies 
need space and time to do what 
they do. And frogtown would 

benefit greatly by not losing our 
creatives, our teachers, and our 

innovators to other communities. 

Now I know this don’t seem like
much in the way of solutions, but

the reality is, most of our work in
the housing department has to be
done on the policy end of things.

more cooperative housing
options would do Frogtown

some good.

a community land trust would do
frogtown some good.

But We’ll just have to wait and see
how serious the city of St. paul is
about attacking our affordable

housing crisis, and how much
they’re willing to do to ease the
ramifications of gentrification.. 

makin’ sure our city is one built on 
inclusivity. 

At that’s that. 
 

Big man on campus aka the man of 
steel aka Royal Rumble 

man from the land where the bees 
don’t bumble and the crumbs don’t 

crumble, out!

Over to Lil Pao and Ms. Colours. 
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Arts & Education
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Monica (cont’d)
Kewl.. so um, yeahh.. I live wit my 
dad and this little peanut, here. 

My pride and joy. My bahama mama 
sunshine! 

(Monica blows on her stomach, 
peanut laughs and coos)

I moved back home last year on 
account of yah know.. this one 

(nods toward peanut).

andd.. it’s been pretty dope. pop’s 
super kewl. An artist, activist, 
and all around great guy. He’s 

practically famous around here, 
so I have some enormously large  
shoes to fill. But I’m as kewl, if 

not kewler (hair flip), so I’m really 
not trippin’. 

Mr. colours (off screen)
don’t you lie to them people.

Monica
Get out my conversation!

pop’s the reason I’m super 
invested in trying to make 

Frogtown dope, so I guess he’s 
good for something.. 

*ahem*
Andd still no Pao in sight. 

Awesome.

umm.. so.. art’s my thing. I live 
To create and express myself. 

making something out of nothing 
has saved my life time and time 
again; it’s my medicine.. helping 

me connect with myself and the 
world around me In ways I can’t 

even put into words.. which is why 
i think If we’re really trying to 

change this area, Art has to be at 
the forefront. Education has to be 
at the forefront. Community needs 

to be at the --

Dazzle 
(walking towards the porch)
Ol broken record face head. 
Sup lil homie! (Dazzle extends 

his hand to give Peanut, dap. She 

Where is this 
dude? 

So inconsiderate, 
always.
*ahem*

Oh, Hey Frogtown! 
Monica Colours here.. 

uh.. here to talk 
about some Arts and 

Education witcha. 
*Er* 

My partner is a jerk, 
so he’s late. Soo I’ll 

stall and talk 
about myself. 

Frogtown; somewhere on thomas..
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clinches closer to monica) Forget 
you then, kid! Check your child.

Monica
Be quiet. What are you doing here? 

Have you seen, Pao?

Dazzle
I’m here to politic with your, dad. 

Dang, Pao stood you up? 

Monica
*smacks teeth* There he is. 

. 

DazzlE
I’m out. Good look, yawls. 

(dazzle walks towards the door)

MOnica 
(handing dazzle her baby)

Here, take peanut.

Dazzle  (off screen)
Ayyye, Mr. Colourss!

Mr. Colours (off screen)
Dazzle, my mainest of man!

Monica
See. pop’s more popular than me. 

*sigh*
 Hi. Pao. 

Pao
Hello, Monica. 

Monica
How nice of you--

Pao (ignoring monica)
Hello, Frogtown. I apologize for 
my tardiness. My class ran late 
And I always need a bit of time, 

afterward, to decompress.. 
 

Monica (annoyed)
Yeah.. you heard right.. He teaches a 

class.

Pao
Oh Sev’ral. At the university and 

here in Frogtown - -pardon.. just 
outside of Frogtown. Rondo 

Libr’ry. But let’s not fret over 
particulars, we have not time to 
waste. The great Monica Colours 

and I were tasked with the--

Monica
Wow, you’re really on a roll 

today. Tell them about yourself 
and ditch.. whatever that is you’re 

doing with your voice. 

Pao
*aghast* WEll I NEVEERR?

(Pao adjusts himself.)

I apologize.. it’s a nervous tick. 

Monica
whatever, boy genius. Continue.

Pao
My name’s Pao. I’m 12. I know a 

 
Took you long e--

 

I rush for no one, 
you know that.. 

Spare 
me your 
sarcasm. 

BRUHH!
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lot about a lot. A couple years 
ago, I created a project based 

curriculum that revolves around 
the synergizing of school 

subjects. that is to say, instead 
of teaching math separate from 

reading, or science separate from 
history,  we find creative ways to 
fuse them together.. It’s a more 
natural and less passive way of 
learning. makes it Easier to hold 
on to information, connecting 
more synapses in the brain and 

what have you. 
 

Monica
Yeah, he’s kewl as a cucumber and 

the right little man for this job. I 
even kind of like him sometimes.

Pao (dramatically)
oh Thank you, my love. Your words 

are like violins to my ears.

Monica
and he swears up and down he’s 
a thespian, but That’s yet to be 

determined. 

Arts and Education Goals
1. We want art, education, 
and wellness incorporated 
into the physical and social 
infrastructure of Frogtown. 

 

MONICA
The arts have been mad essential 
to cultural and civic engagement 

within Frogtown for decades. 
and it’s lead to a lot of creative 
energy, momentum, AND AN influx 

of artists who’ve decided to call 
Frogtown home. 

It’d help 
young people.. 

if there was art 
classes or clubs 
available. they’d 

be inspired.. Maybe 
they’d grow up to 
be a famous artist, 

that’d be
 cool. 

Our rec 
centers need 
more funding, 
longer hours, 

and more staff. 
We need more 

parks, and spaces 
for healthy 
recreational 
activities for 
all ages in the 
neighborhood. 

Our community 
centers and 
other public 

spaces should be 
better utilized 
in the evenings 
for educational 
activities for all 
ages.. including 

skill shares with 
residents.

Our part of 
the plan!

Goes a little something 
like this!



Arts & Education

89

We want to showcase, celebrate, 
educate, inspire and heal each 

other through art, but to do so 
we need fertile soil.

2. We want to empower each 
other and future generations to 
be community leaders, using art 
and education as a vessel. 

“Education is not something 
you can finish” - Isaac Asimov

Pao
Frogtown is brimming with 

eager learners, and people 
searching for opportunity 
and a better life. Many have 
traveled thousands of miles 

to do so. The very foundation 
and history of this area is 

rooted in such pursuits. Rich in 
story and experience we must 
preserve, own, and retell for 

generations to come.

We AIM to encourage life long 
learning and skill building 

within Frogtown By ensuring 
a variety of education and 
skills training options are            

accessible and readily available 
to Frogtowners from all 

walks of life. by doing so, we’ll 
guarantee a brighter more 

fulfilling future for Frogtown 
as a whole. 

3. We want the arts and education 
to be an economic driving force 
within our community. 

We don’t get 
an education to 
get out of our 

community. 

We get an 
education 

to learn the 
language of 

the system and 
work within 

the system so 
that no other 

child in our 
community has 

to grow up 
with the same 
struggles as 

we did. 
Community 

programming.. 
Learn a trade, 
get community 

involved, so they 
have a place to get 
cultivated - look 
at our changing 

demographics - are 
we catering to the 
right age group? 

Are we doing 
enough for 

adults?

Learning 
opportunities 
for everyone!

An art 
center! Then 

we could make 
things 

to sell. 

Learn about 
different 

cultures, teen 
adventures.. 
gardening.. 
stuff that 

caters to our 
community and 
what we want, 
but also makes 

people want 
to visit. 

More studios and 
gallery spaces!

Revitalize 
the 

Victioria.. 
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Monica
When an area is known for 

something KEWl and positive, 
It becomes a destination area. 

RESOURCES AND MONEY FLOOD IN. 
AND PEOPLE DEVELOP A SENSE OF 

PRIDE. 

THERE’S NOT A DOUBT IN MY MIND 
HOW MUCH FOCUSING ON THE 

ARTS, EDUCATION, AND BECOMING 
A COMMUNITY OF CREATORS 

AND PRODUCERS WILL EMPOWER 
FROGTOWNERS. 

Solutions
Solution 1: A youth/ early adult or 
intergenerational centric arts 
centered co-op or nonprofit 

 

pao
Monica, dear child. What would you 
say NEEDS TO BE our first course 

of action HERE IN FROGTOWN if 
we want to bring our goals to 

fruition? 

Monica
The Vic! Frogtowners have been 

fighting for the Victoria Theater 
for NEARLY A DECADE AND WE’VE 

JUST RECENTLY BEGAN TO GAIN SOME 
TRACTION, THANKS IN LARGE PART, 
TO THE FROGTOWN NEIGHBORHOOD 

ASSOCIATION.

Pao
But it’s not really about the 
Victoria Theater, per se. It’s 

about what IT’D REPRESENT, ALONG 
WITH the necessity of the space 
and capital it would bring to the 

communitY.

INtermedia Arts on the South side 
of Minneapolis, and juxtaposition 
for the arts on the North Side 

are extremely active within their 
communities. They’re pillars. 

employing, educating, and 
providing resources and creative 

space for community members 
young and old. 

Currently, Frogtown is somewhat 
devoid of such organizations. 

Monica
We have In-progress, an arTS AND 
EDUCATION CENTERED NON-PROFIT 

off Rice and Front street but, 
technically, that’s not Frogtown, 

PAO
it’S North End. 

Monica
Scheffer Community Center will 
be knocked down and rebuilt by 

2019, which is beyond kewl because 
I’ve seen the plans and they are 

bea-u-ti-ful, and will be everything 
the community needs and then 

some. It’ll be A Recreation center 
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with intergenerational spaces and 
programming, meeting rooms, a 
kitchen, culture specific games, 

workout facilities -- The freaking 
works.

Pao
But it’s still only one building, so 
there will still be a substantial 

void within the community. 

Monica
Where will our young thespians, 
like Pao here, go to learn about 

Shakespeare or ex Rondo resident 
and legend, August Wilson? 

Pao
Where will dancers, young and 

ancient, like sir earl, go to dance 
their jig?

. 
Monica

Where will our visual artists, our 
novelists, and our poets go to 

tell the story of Frogtown? Of 
St. Paul? And the many cultures 
that live here? All that to say.. 

Pao
We need spaces. And one of those 
spaces can, and probably should 

be, the Victoria Theatre. 

Monica
I mean.. It’s just sitting there. 

 
Solution 2: Connect with owner(s) 
of large, commercial spaces that 
are vulnerable to market forces.

Pao
I’m positive most Frogtowners 

drive  by places like sunrise plaza 
without giving it so much as a 

second glance. 

Monica
Which is crazy, since it literally 
takes up an entire city block.

 
Pao

I used to take Karate classes 
there, taught by Master Lien, but 

our space was ruined due to a 
leaky ceiling forcing her to break 

her lease. 

Monica
my homegirl had a show on WFNU 
Frogtown Radio, which used to be 
ran out of there, and she said the 

space is falling a part. 

Pao
That said, it’s currently a cultural 

epicenter for Frogtowns 
southeast asian community, which 
is terrific. however, with a little 

TLC, intention, and reimagining 
it has the potential to be our 

own little global market place, 
honoring the many cultures that 

call frogotwn home; which is 
more than necessary considering 

farmers markets and culture 
centered events all but disappear 

during our winter months.  

Monica
But all of this is void if sunrise is 
bought out. It’s sitting on some 

extremely prime real estate. 

pao
very true.. which is why it’s 

necessary we act fast. Sunrise 
is just one of many spaces in 

Frogtown currently vulnerable  
market forces.
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Solution 3: Partner with local 
businesses who are interested 
in using art as a vessel to 
increase traffic within their 
establishments. 

Pao (mouth full)
Frogtown is home.. to a slew of 
bustling businesses.. Businesses..
mm.. that would love.. to bustle 

even more..so delicious. 

(food shoots out of Pao’s mouth 
all over monica)

Monica (wiping her face)
I.. really want you to make it to 

your 13th birthday.. Butcheah.. 
businesses want to bustle. 

What if we partnered with local 
businesses to bring art into their 

spaces? 

Pao
Open mic’s.. galleries.. wine and 

painting classes..

Monica
Establishments get more traffic 
and we create opportunities for 
artists in the area. Two birds, one 

stone.
 

Pao (mouth full)
It’s.. a win, win!

Monica
I’m leaving.

 
Solution 4: Utilize our lots

Monica
Frogtown is littered with lots. 

Pao
And they can, and will be, utilized. 

Ryan Plumbing lends the lot 
next to their establishment to 
the Frogtown Neighborhood 

Association.

Monica
All they did was ask. 

Pao
Our abundance of empty lots 

can be used for events, like the 
Creative Frogtown event hosted 
every October (pictured above). 

Or for markets where artisans and 
local entreprenuers can sell their 

products. 

Monica
If we hold space on these lots, 

Dude. Chill. 

I’m a growing 
boy. 

Well grow some 
manners!
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often, it paints a picture to the 
city that this infrastructure is 

necessary in our area. 

Pao
And in the mean time, we get to 

do creative and interesting stuff 
within our community and meet and 

support our neighbors.

Solution 5: Create opportunities 
for Frogtown artists to partner 
with the city and local businesses 
on projects that revolve around 
the beautification of Frogtown.

 

Monica
ok, so As you’ve heard throughout 
this document, from Frogtowners 

and Smaps alike, we want 
Frogtown jazzed up. 

Pao
With the amount of creatives, 

artists, and organizors within our 
district, why would we not take 

it upon ourselves to beautify our 
neighborhood? 

Monica
sure, The city should be 

partnering WITH us when it comes 
to creative decision making within 

our community. 

Pao
Yes, Businesses that operate within 

frogtown should be partnering 

WITH us when it comes to creative 
decision making within our 

community.
 

Monica
But for them to do so, a process 
needs to be set up for artists to 
be systematically brought to the 

table. 

Pao
In the state of Minnesota, up to 

1% of public development budgets 
have to be allocated to public art 

in, or around the development. 
That may not sound like much, 

but on an 8 million dollar 
development, that 1% becomes 

substantial fairly quickly.

Monica
And how many artists know about 
that?! I didn’t.. like.. I found out 

just now..

Pao
also, who decided we have to 

ask to change our community? If 
we want to make our community 
beautiful, that’s entirely up to 
us. As al pal mentioned earlier, 
tactical urbanism has proved 
effective for communities like 

ours across the nation and around 
the world. 

we simply have to act. 
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Pao
beside the point. what kind of art 

would you like to see in Frogtown.

young woman
More murals. It’d bring more 
people here if they saw this 

gigantic painting. They’d go get 
a closer look, wonder about it’s 

meaning, why it’s there..
 

Older woman (cont’d)
It can be distracting and attract 

gangsters. Flowers.. beautiful 
landscaping.. are great ideas for 

all. 

Monica
Well, I mean.. How would a mural 

of say.. I don’t know, a group 
of kids gardening attract 

gangsters?

Older woman
well..

Monica
Like I see what you’re saying. But 

I don’t see why we couldn’t have 
flowers, beautiful landscaping, and 

super dope murals. 

young woman
I love murals..

OLDer woman
Well.. I still believe flowers and 
landscaping are better for all.

Pao
I favor a cleaner aethestic myself, 
ma’am. We appreciate your opinion. 
It’s going to help with our work.

Older woman
And thank you, for allowing me to 

voice it.

(older Woman continues on her 
way)

young woman
I know some good artists. We 
just need more art, because 

Seeing people doing their art is 
important. 

Monica
We’re on the same page, lil mama.

 
(young woman pushes pao, sticks 
her tongue out, and walks away)

Monica
hokayy, who gotta crush!? 

Pao (ignoring monica)
We have a variety of sensibilities 
within our community. There’s no 

such thing as one size fits all. 
However, I am a believer in happy 

mediums.. in compromise. 

Monica
if we’re going to live together. We 

have to learn to work with each 
other.

Excuse me, young lady. 
Mind if we pick your brain 

for a moment. 

Pao.. I’m older 
than you.

Murals may not be the 
best solution for beautifying 

Frogtown. 
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Solution 6: ask the right 
questions and listen.

 
Monica

Do you mind if we ask you a couple 
questions? 

Miss
No, not at all. shoot.

Pao
What one thing would most 
directly improve your life?

Miss
oh.. wow.. wasted no time gettin’ 

to the heavy stuff, huh? Hm.. I 
guess a better job?

Monica
And what’s stopping you from 

getting a better job?

Miss
Um. education.. I didn’t get my two 
year degree, now everywere you 
go -- I’m 47 -- they want me to 

learn computers and stuff. 

Seems they only cater to the 
younger generation. what about 
us? I want to work, I can work..

But they want you to know stuff..
your math, your reading, your 
writing, how to TYPE.. But It’s 
hard. People get embarassed.. 

pride gets in the way. 

That’s how you end up in the 
street.. homeless.. that’s why the 
older generation is goin’ down.

How you gonna help me? How you 
gonna help me get a better job? 

How you gonna teach me?

Monica
..I hate that this is such a common 

story.. you just described my 
mom’s entire life..

Pao
And my father’s.. what would you 
do if you could do whatever you 

want?

(her face lights up)

Miss
Because I talk too much, 

everybody comes to me like I’m a 
social worker, or family advocate.  

but I don’t have those titles.. I 
got the experience. I just don’t 
have that title.. that paper.. that 

barrier. 

It stops me from doing what I 
want to do, so I clean houses.. But 

I could do more stuff.. I could 
help others. 

Monica
There’s no doubt in my mind 

that you could, and already are. 
we’re so much more than our 

job, ya know? Thank you for your 
testimony. This is exactly the kind 
of story that needs to be told.

Miss
Thank you for listening. It was 

good for my soul. what will you 
do with it?

Pao
We’re using the voice of 

Excuse me, miss. Do you live in the area. 

mhm. this building 
right there.



Arts & Education

96

frogtowners to spur action and 
change within our community. it’s 
stories like yours that speak to 

the core of where we need to put 
our attention.

solution 7: Create a framework 
that allows Frogtowners to 
better share knowledge with 
one another. 

Pao
Although we’ve said a great deal 

about the need for community and 
creative space in frogtown, there 
are already a decent number of 
facilities within and around our 

community. 

Monica
As we mentioned before, we got
Scheffer recreational center.

Pao
West Minnehaha.. Ober community 

center..

Monica
Oxford across the way. Arts Us. 
Hubb Center.. Rondo Library.. and 

that’s just to name a few. We have 
so many spaces in the area that 
provide educational and artistic 

services. Some are in better 
shape than others. Some lack 

programming. Some lack funding.. 
staff.. Marketing..

Pao
Nonetheless, they’re all here 
waiting to be utilized. And we 

obviously have a tremendous want 
for intergenerational education 
within Frogotown, so If we, as 
a community, made a concerted 

effort to actually use, celebrate, 
and point community members in 
the direction of the resources 

we already have, we could fill 
some of the holes plaguing our 

community by tomorrow.

Sometimes it’s not about 
creating more services, which 
can unintentionally step on the 

toes of people and organizations 
already doing good work. 

Sometimes it’s more so about 
adequately supporting one 
another and collaboration. 

Monica
For instance, Pao. A regular 

schmegular ol community member, 
took it upon himself to offer 

classes at Minnehaha Rec. His mom 
rents the space, cause ya know, 
he’s a kid.. and He creates the 

curriculum and advertises around 
the community. What are you 

teaching right now?

Pao
Er, this quarter’s course is 
on Social Media Optimization 
for entreprenuers and small 

businesses. 5 dollars. My aim isn’t 
for the venture to be lucrative. 

I’m only interested in covering the 
cost of renting the space.

Monica
And that’s what I call cultivating 

community!

Pao
We all have to do our part.

Monica
and that’s a wrap! Thank you all 

for taking the time to hear us out.

Pao
 All we have are our ideas. now 
to the boring part, by the most 

boring smaps, Nick and Maria!
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The Machine
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Policy Recommendations

99

Maria
The point of this section is to 1. 
summarize everything we’ve said 
in our area plan, breaking it down 

into smaller more manageable 
parts. 

Nick
and 2. to transform the goals 
and solutions we’ve come up 

with in each section into policy 
recommendations that the city 
can then absorb into their comp 

plan. 

Maria
In other words, “the dream” 

section was about planting seeds. 

Nick
And this section is about watering 

them. First we’ll put our plan 
into a language the city can 

understand. The city being CITY 
planners..

MARIA
CITY COUNCIL members.. the Mayor..

NICK 
BUREAUCRATS AND THE LIKE. And 

then anwar will take the baton and 
talk about next steps. 

MARIA 
It’s important to Take your 

time when looking through our 
recommendations because 1. it 

includes ideas we weren’t able to 
squeeze into our dream section, 

and 2. it’s imperative you learn the 
language the government uses to 

shape our collective reality. 

Nick 
We can’t stress that enough.

knowledge and understanding is, 
and always will be, power. 

Maria
and now, frogtown, YOUR 

SMAPL policy 

hey there, frogtown.

Howdy!

Now that we’ve completed 
“the Dream” portion of 

SMapl, it’s time to attack 
“the machine”.

Since we’re the 
only suits in the smap 

gang, we figured it was 
only right we head up the 
section that breaks down 

our policies.  
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Frogtown policy 
Recommendations
Framework
The key goals of our Frogtown Smapl 
(District 7 Small Area Plan) include: 

1. The land in Frogtown will be used to 
reflect the history of the area, the role it 
plays as a cultural and arts district in the 
City of St. Paul, and the resident’s pride of 
place. 

2. Our infrastructure will be updated to 
reach Frogtown’s goal of being greener, 
cleaner, and energetically sustainable.  

3. A concerted and community driven effort 
will be put towards improving the 
Frogtown brand. Community members will 
be expected to care for each other and 
their shared surrounding, and to actively 
engage in community processes, which 
will inevitably contribute to the diversity, 
safety, and vitality of the district. 

4. A variety of quality, well designed, 
affordable housing options will ensure our 
community is a diverse and an inclusive part 
of St. Paul. 

5. A variety of transportation options will 
increase the mobility of our residents. 
A revamping of our transportation 
infrastructure will ensure that Frogtown 
is a walkable and bikable community. And 
effort will be put towards creating a 
neighborhood connector bus. 

6. Art will be used as a vessel to facilitate 
community healing and education. 

7. Education will be a lifetime process 
that focuses on capacity-building skills, 
personal development, citizenship and 
civic engagement, entrepreneurship, and 
workforce development.

8. A mix of businesses will fulfill the needs 
of residents and contribute to meaningful 
employment in the area. Entrepreneurship 
will be both fostered and encouraged. And 
a community processes will be developed 
to ensure corporate interested don’t 
contribute to economic woes within the 
area.

Vision
Our goal for this decades plan is to sculpt 
Frogtown into a mixed use and mixed income 
Arts, Education, and Entrepreneurship 
centered Urban Village.  An Urban Village, 
as we’re defining it, is a highly cooperative 
community that revolves around self-
sustainability.  

From an urban planning and design standpoint, 
an Urban Village is an urban development 
typically characterized by medium-density 
housing, mixed-use zoning, excellent 
public-transit, and an emphasis on the 
pedestrianization of public space. 

Frogtown will continue to be racially, 
economically and culturally diverse. The 
community will work to maintain and attract 
high-quality development that provide jobs 
for residents, ensure safety, protect green 
space, and increase housing choices and 
services, while also creating the physical and 
social infrastructure to help our plan come 
fruition.

New construction and/or rehabilitation will 
be compatible with existing neighborhood 
character. 

Specific Action Strategies and Implementation 
Steps
The Frogtown (District 7) Plan recommends 
action strategies in seven areas: Land Use, 
Housing, Transportation, Arts and Education, 
Health and Wellness, Economic Vitality, and 
Resource Allocation. 

Land Use Goals
 § Infuse more green space and parks geared 

toward cultivating community, health, and 
wellness into Frogtown.

 § Take a flexible, functional, and holistic 
approach to the design of public space. 
Ensuring that it meets are sustainability 
goals and reflects our neighborhoods 
history, stories and cultures of its 
inhabitants, and the resident’s pride of 
place, art, and community.

 § Make Frogtown a more walkable and 
bikable community. 

L1.  Initiate a forty-acre study to 
determine the appropriate zoning in 
urban neighborhoods and along major 
thoroughfares throughout the district.

L1.1 Study the pros, cons, and feasibility 
of T1 zoning in Frogtown’s urban 
neighborhoods, specifically in regards 
to its ability to cultivate the Urban 
Village vision embedded within our plan. 

L1.2 Determine the appropriate zoning 
for non-conforming commercial uses 
in Frogtown’s urban neighborhoods.

L2. Support the development of new urban 
gardens, farms, and parks throughout the 
district, in an effort to ensure that one or 
more of these uses are within a quarter mile 
of every resident in Frogtown.  
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L3. Support agricultural uses, public art, and 
small or tiny house development on sub-
standard or splinter lots throughout the 
district.

L4. Promote the development of transitional 
or permanent urban gardens on publically 
owned vacant lots throughout the district. 

L5. Support the retention and development 
of new missing middle housing types in 
Frogtown’s urban neighborhoods, such as 
duplexes, townhomes, and medium density 
residential apartments that are compatible 
with the scale of existing development. 

L6. Take a “Design Thinking” approach when 
developing new infrastructure and public 
space (Design Thinking is a Bottom-Up, Human-
Centered Design and Research methodology 
that’s hinged on community process).

L7. Support the incorporation of publically 
accessible open space into new multifamily 
residential and mixed use developments. 

L8. lead and Support efforts to minimize the 
potential displacement of existing residents 
and businesses near transit lines. 

L8.1 Explore the feasibility of 
developing an inclusionary zoning 
overlay as a means to counteract 
potential displacement.

L8.2 Work to develop a Frogtown Land 
Trust as a means to counteract
potential displacement of existing 
residents and businesses.

L9. Support the development and 
rehabilitation of commercial, mixed use, and 
multifamily residential uses along arterial 
and collector streets that are served by 
public transit. 

L10. Ensure that there is a transition of 
building massing and height from higher 
density development along arterial and 
collector streets to lower density uses in 
urban neighborhoods. 

L11. Promote a 1:2 ratio of wall height 
to street width for new mixed use and 
multifamily residential development along 
arterial and collector streets.

L13. Discourage the establishment of new 
drive-through uses proximate to residential 
land uses.

L14. Explore the feasibility of developing an 
inclusionary zoning overlay, or a citywide 
ordinance, as a
means to counteract potential displacement 

and increase the number of affordable units.

L15. Work to develop a Frogtown Land 
Trust as a means to counteract potential 
displacement of existing
residents and businesses and to increase the 
amount of affordable units and commercial 
spaces.

L16. Develop “do no harm” policies in census 
tracks designated as opportunity zones in 
Frogtown.

Housing Goals
 § Quality housing that serves Frogtowners 

from all walks of life.

 § Housing that creates and nurtures 
community.

 § Housing that fosters entrepreneurship.

H1. Support the reestablishment and 
rehabilitation of non-conforming duplex and 
multifamily residential uses in Frogtown’s 
urban neighborhoods.

H2.  Support amendments to the zoning 
code to allow Accessory Dwelling Units in 
Frogtown. 

H3. Encourage amendments to the building 
code and the zoning code that will 
lessen the regulatory barriers for the 
development of tiny homes. 

H4. Encourage a reduction of fees and a 
simplification of the permitting process 
for housing repairs, additions, and the 
development of new housing. 

H5. Utilize the Gentrification Study by the 
Center for Urban and Regional Affairs to 
inform future housing policies in Frogtown.

H6. Encourage and support the development 
of more housing cooperatives.

H7. Promote the development of quality 
micro-apartments in Frogtown as a viable 
affordable housing option. 

H8. Support short-term rentals and bed and 
breakfasts throughout the district.

H9. Promote the development of new 
cohousing and eco-villages throughout the 
district.   

H10. Encourage new multifamily housing 
developments to incorporate features 
in their designs that foster sharing, and 
resident interaction.  
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H11. Support home occupations, live work 
units, artist studios, and other home based 
commercial enterprises throughout the 
district. 

H12. Support the development of tiny house 
cluster developments.. 

H13. Work to increase the number of owner 
occupied single family houses
and multifamily family structures.

Transportation Goals 
 § Reduce our dependence on motor vehicles 

by making Frogtown a more  walkable, 
bikable, and public transit centric 
neighborhood.

 § work with other communities around 
Frogtown (midway, north end, summit u/
rondo, capital heights) to improve transit 
connections between the districts.

 § Foster a healthier, greener, and more 
active lifestyle within the community.

T1. Advocate for the construction of traffic-
calming and pedestrian safety improvements 
such as medians, pedestrian refuge islands, 
neighborhood traffic circles, speed bumps, 
flashing beacon, leading pedestrian intervals, 
and bump-outs throughout the district along 
major corridors and bicycle boulevards, 
such as Charles Avenue.

T2. Redesign Rice Street to prioritize 
pedestrians over automobiles.

T2.1 Explore reintroducing on-street 
parking to Rice Street within the Capitol 
Rice district.

T2.2 Explore eliminating or reducing 
the lane widths on Rice Street and 
expanding the width ofthe sidewalks.

T2.3 Explore planting new street trees, 
installing planters, new benches, and 
installing pedestrian scale lighting on 
Rice Street.

T3. Advocate for bike sharing facilities, such 
as Lime or Nice Ride kiosks, throughout 
the interior ofFrogtown and neighboring 
districts, as opposed to solely near light 
rail stops, to encourage biking locally.

T4. Improve and embed Bike Lane/Trail maps 
and signage along bike paths.

T5. Advocate for the creation of a 
neighborhood connector bus with 
surrounding districts (North End, Midway, 
Summit U).

T6. Design sidewalks, alleyways, and parking 

lots to be spaces where community members 
are encouraged to engage with one another.

T7. Redesign Dale Street to become a focal 
point within the district that emphasizes 
pedestrian use over automobiles.  

T8. Explore the concept of transforming 
Victoria into a green street that would 
incorporate storm water management 
features and edible plants in the street 
design, from Frogtown Farms to the 
proposed Rondo Land Bridge.

T9. Support construction and implementation 
of new multimodal connections, including 
buildout of theSaint Paul Bicycle Plan and 
pursuing sidewalk infill opportunities.

Arts and Education
 § Incorporate art, education, and wellness 

into the physical and social infrastructure 
of Frogtown.

 § Empower each other and future 
generations to be community leaders, 
using art and education as a vessel.

 § Make arts and education an economic 
driving force within our community.

AE1. Create a framework to streamline 
connections between residents and education 
providers to ensure they have the skills 
required for employment.

AE1.1 Better understand and utilize the 
skills and knowledge of Frogtowners, 
and encourage community skill shares.

AE2. Support the expansion of technological 
resources, such as computers in schools and 
libraries as well as affordable citywide Wifi, 
to ensure every Frogtowner has access to a 
computer and/or the Internet.

AE2.1 Study overall Internet access 
in Frogtown and the technological 
barriers that exist within the 
community.  

AE3. Advocate for the creation of more 
comprehensive internships, on-the-job 
training, and after-school programs. 

AE4. Integrate topics related to 
entrepreneurship, cooperatives, sustainability, 
and design into public education programs.  

AE5. Improve programming, capacity, and 
staff of area recreation centers to better, 
more adequately utilize facilities, increase 
recreational options, and provide community 
members additional education opportunities. 
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AE6. Support the revitalization of the 
Victoria Theatre so it can serve as a hub 
for arts based education/ programming, 
performances, and community engagement 
within Frogtown. 

Health and Wellness
 § Health and Wellness i.e. physical, mental, 

spiritual, and social health is at the 
forefront of our community’s agenda.

 § 2. Emphasize sustainability in the form of 
renewable energy, as well as the green and 
intentional design of space and structures. 

HW1. Increase the number of recreational 
opportunities that reflect the diversity 
of cultures, resources, and ages within the 
district. This would include more sports 
fields, programmed activities for youth 
and adults, and holistic healing/ wellness-
centered spaces. 

HW1.1. Better connect community 
members with resources and 
opportunities that will enable them to 
hold space, commune, learn from, and 
heal with one another. 

HW2. Connect Frogtown to Saint Paul’s park 
system by extending existing bicycle lanes 
and paths. 

HW2.1. Connect the Central Corridor to 
Como Park and the River with bike and 
pedestrian trails. 

HW3.  Build upon successes—such as 
Greening frogtown, WFNU, the Frogtown 
Neighborhood Association Website, and 
Frogtown Neighbors Group—and continue 
to explore methods by which residents can 
become aware of community activities and 
more systematically involved in the decisions 
made on their behalf by government entities. 

HW4. Limit the number of Formula and Quick 
Service Restaurants especially near schools, 
senior housing, recreation centers, hospitals 
and churches.

HW5. Encourage the development of new 
shared renewable energy systems such as 
solar gardens, wind turbines, community 
solar programs, and district wide energy 
systems.

HW6. Support the ecologically and fiscally 
sustainable rehabilitation of existing building 
stock by increasing energy efficiency and 
incorporating renewable energy systems.

HW7. Support the creation of programs 
to finance the development of renewable 
energy systems to ensure that these 

systems can be developed at low initial 
costs to residents and businesses in the 
district.

HW8. Support the work of Tree Frogs to 
increase the amount of tree canopy in the 
district.

HW9. Support the work of Tree Frogs and 
other entities in developing healthy soils 
to support urban agriculture and urban 
forestry.

Economic Vitality
 § Create a “Democratized Economy” in 

Frogtown in effort to become less a 
community of consumers and employees, 
and more a community of producers and 
leaders. 

 § Rebrand Frogtown, creating a community 
driven process to shape our identity. 

 § Explore unconventional innovative methods 
of spurring economic development within 
Frogtown.    

EV1. Make a concerted effort to rebrand 
Frogtown as a vibrant, livable, culture-rich 
community in order to attract community 
oriented residents and businesses to the 
area, in hopes of spurring economic vitality. 

EV1.1 Explore a bottom-up approach 
that is community lead and organized 
to designate Frogtown as a Cultural 
District. 

EV2. Encourage companies that locate into 
the district to hire directly from the 
community. 

EV3. Develop a community process of working 
with responsible entities to determine how 
under utilized commercial property can be 
restored to productive uses. 

EV4. Work with businesses and local 
organizations to initiate a “buy local” 
campaign to highlight the goods and services 
available within the district. 

EV5. Create an entrepreneurship policy 
framework and entrepreneurship policy 
toolkit to identify best practices 
for cultivating an ecosystem of 
entrepreneurship in Frogtown. 

EV6. Provide tax credits to property owners 
who farm vacant or under-utilized lots, 
as such activities create food sources, 
economic opportunity, and civic engagement 
in otherwise blighted areas.
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EV7. Allow licensed produce vendors to sell 
“whole and uncooked agricultural, plant-
based items, including, but not limited to, 
fruits, vegetables, legumes, edible grains, 
nuts, spices, herbs and cut flowers” on 
moveable stands.

EV7.1 Allow vendors within Frogtown 
more flexibility when deciding where 
their food stands are located and the 
length of time in which they’re able to 
operate. 

EV8. Create and/or subsidize commercial 
kitchens in Frogtown so they can be 
economic incubators for budding food 
enterprise.

EV9. Facilitate the temporary use of empty 
commercial spaces and lots by offering 
incentives for temporary leases and by 
penalizing property owners and banks for 
allowing spaces to remain vacant.

EV10. Better equip PED with the knowledge 
and resources to support cooperatives and 
other community enterprises.  

EV10.1 Provide funding for and work 
with existing non-profits that have 
knowledge of and connection to 
communities where cooperatives are 
likely to be successful in an effort to 
incubate new cooperatives.

EV10.2 provide grants, loans, and in-
kind support to cooperatives, and 
facilitate or act as intermediaries to 
secure other financing opportunities 
for cooperatives.

EV11. Promote the equitable distribution of 
public funding by working to create a job 
training program for local residents focused 
on solar installation and sales.

EV12. Support efforts to create more living 
wage jobs in Frogtown that are focused 
on providing more employment and training 
opportunities for members of the community.

EV13. Prioritize local hiring and training for 
projects that receive public financing such as 
the development of new infrastructure and 
subsidized construction projects.

Resource Allocation 
RA1. Amend District Council funding policy 
to put more emphasis on Poverty, Non-
English speaking residents, and access to 
Employment within district, so more active 
councils within resource deficient districts, 
like Frogtown, are better able to increase 
capacity without relying so heavily on grant 
funding. 

and that’s a wrapppp!

If you have any 
questions or concerns about OUR 
policy recommendations, DON’T 

HESITATE TO reach out. Afterall, this 
is a Living Document, meaning it’s 

MEANT TO BE AMENDED. 

Maria (cont’d)
 please, contact us. Anwar’s going 
to give you a run down of how to 

go about doing so. 

Afterall, this is a living document. 
Meaning it’s meant to be amended, 

and often, to fit the needs and 
concerns of our community 

members. 

Nick
Thanks for hearing us out! you’re 

almost to finish line. 
we promise.
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Next Steps
Where Do We Go from 

Here?
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Now that you’ve heard our lil 
schpill, I’m sure you’re like, but 
smaps. All of these solutions 

sound crazy dope, but you still 
haven’t told us what we have t0 

do to make them a reality. 

And you’re right. 
To be honest, we’re not really 

sure ourselves. 

I mean.. how does one rage against 
the machine, if they’re a part of the 

machine? IT’s really the paradox 
of our times. 

Earlier this year At a Frogtown 
forum, a monthly event where 

frogtowners gather, commune, 
and discuss things happening within 

the neighborhood,  St. Paul city 
council member, dai thao, stopped 

by to field questions from 
frustrated frogtowners ABOUT 

the decision making process.

and people weren’t too enthused 
about what he had to say. 

IN response to how the city 
goes about dolling out its 

capital improvement budget (CIB) 
Dollars, a budget that funds large 

infrastructure and improvement 
projects in st. paul, the council 

member had this to say:

“the mayor makes the [final]
decision of where to put the 
money.. all the CIB committee 

can do is make recommendations.. 
[and] all a councilman can do is 
advocate for their community.”

Anwar
..all the community can do is make 

recommendations..

and all a council member can do is 
advocate..

sounds about right. 

Sup, guys. 
Names Anwar. 
and I’m the 

cynical smap. 
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COnsider this document, for 
instance. 

We did over a years worth of 
work.. Outreach, research.. meeting 
after meeting after two to four 

hour meeting.. to ultimately make..
recommendations.

which, to me, is just a stronger 
way of saying making a suggestion.

Who, in the history of human, 
has ever taken a suggestion 

seriously?

random person
Hey anwar, I think you shouldn’t 

where that hat all the time. Maybe 
your hair would grow.

Anwar
uh..thanks? (continues wearing hat)

See what I mean?

 no, frogtown. 
ya boy, anwar, isn’t as bright eyed 
and fuzzy tailed as the other smap 

homies about the effectiveness 
of this lil process we got going 

here.

but Perhaps, I’m ignorant. 

Perhaps there’s a very good 
reason Frogtown hasn’t been 

developed at the same rate as the 
communites around it. 

regardless, doing all this work 
to make a suggestion sounds like 

whole lot of time, energy, and 
money wasted.

Sounds like pacification.  
another frogtowner went on 
to ask if  flooding the mayor 

with calls and emails would be a 

good course of action if we want 
our voices heard, to which He 

responded:

 “any kind of action, is good 
action.” 

And ya know what? Ol Dai hit the 
nail on the head here. ANy kind of 

action, is good action. 

If we want any of our goals to 
come to fruition, we have to 

act because a community is only 
as vibrant and as strong as the 

people who live within it.  

both Frogtown and Rondo are 
already one of the most active 

communities in st. paul:

Seitu Jones put a table down 
several blocks of frogtown and 

fed us. 

Tou saik lee has taught workshops 
on the importance of creative 

expression at nearly every school 
in st. paul, and was the brains 

and energy behind  Smapl’s most 
successful form of outreach, 

Community Healing meals. 

Tish jones created Truartspeaks, 
an organization that’s helped 
thousands of teenagers and 

community members find their 
voices. 

Brittany Lynch created Visions 
Merging and along with friendly 

streets and Aurora st. Anthony aim 
to Reconnect Rondo. 

Dr. Darlene Fry established the 
Irriducible grace Foundation and 
with the help of Jan Mandell have 

developed a powerhouse of an 
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organization that employs young 
artists to shed light on the trials 
and triumphs experienced by the 

thousands of people who’ve spent 
time in the Foster care system. 

Frogtown green created Greening 
Frogtown a monthly newspaper 

that focuses on everything 
happening with our district. 

The Frogtown Neighborhood 
Association (FNA) has been the 

incubating energy for Frogtown 
Farm and the Victoria Theater.

the Asian Economic Development 
Association (AEDA) curate the 
LiTtle Mekong night market: a 

two day event that honors south 
east asian culture and influence in 

frogtown. 

And this is only a slice of what 
these amazing people and 

organizations are doing within our 
community. 

Our problems will be solved by 
community members and 

organizations like the ones I’ve 
mentioned. 

Community stakeholders who are 
passionate and confident enough 

to move beyond dreaming and 
planning. 

stakeholders willing to act, 
organize, and collaborate. 

As we’ve mentioned throughout 
this plan, if we want our words to 
live off the page, smapl has to be 
a living document, energized by 

the community. 

I’m no strategist. But here’s a 
generic plan of action I’ve come up 

with off the top of my head using 
the design thinking methodology. 

Next steps: an action plan
1. identify and cultivate community 

stakeholders
2. identify their strengths and 

interests.
3. identify problems within the 

community. 
4. Align strengths and interests 

of stakeholders with the 
problems identified within the 
community.

5. brain storm solutions to 
identified problems.

6. Narrow the list, based on 
feasibility (is it possible), impact/ 
reach (how many people will 
it affect and to what degree), 
and creativity (is it innovative/ 
compelling), comparing 
opportunity costs.  

7. allow stakeholders to sculpt 
projects around proposed 
solutions.

8. Identify project leader(s) 
and roles to ensure adequate 
checks and balances. 

9. Choose A project AND Mock THE 
project.

10. present MOCK to community; 
adjust project based on 
community feedback.

11. create timeline for 
implementation.

12. Identify resources, and reach 
out to community partners that 
can aid in bringing project to 
fruition. 

13. Dot I’s and cross T’s
14. act. 
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Us smaps and the Frogtown neighborhood association will do 
everything within our power to make smapl tangible, but we’re going 

to need all the assistance we can get from Frogtown community 
members, businesses, and organizations.

The question becomes: 

what are you going to do to help?

Get involved
If you’re interested in being involved in the smapl process in any way, 

follow the directions below:

 STOP BY the FNA facebook page (www.facebook.com/frogtownmn).

VISIT the FNA website (www.frogtownmn.org).

 GIVE US A CALL @ 651-236-8699 

OR, stop by the fna office located @ 501 Dale st N, suite 300.

We look forward to building with you!
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8-80 Vitality Fund: In 2014, the city created the 
8 80 Vitality Fund, a $42.5 million investment 
focused on improving infrastructure and 
creating vibrant places and spaces. The fund 
was inspired by the work of renowned urban 
planner Gil Penalosa and 8 80 Cities, which 
promotes livable cities where people of 
all ages, backgrounds and abilities are safe, 
invigorated and welcomed by their community.

A living document: Also known as an evergreen 
document or dynamic document, is a document 
that is continually edited and updated.

August Wilson: an American playwright whose 
work included a series of ten plays, The 
Pittsburgh Cycle, for which he received two 
Pulitzer Prizes for Drama.

Bicycle boulevard: sometimes referred to 
as a neighborhood greenway, neighborway, 
neighborhood bikeway or neighborhood byway 
is a type of bikeway composed of a low-speed 
street which has been “optimized” for bicycle 
traffic.

Bottleneck: a point of congestion or 
blockage, in particular.

Built Environment: the humanitarian-made 
space in which people live, work, and recreate 
on a day-to-day basis.

Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists: A 
nontechnical academic journal, published 
by Taylor and Francis that covers global 
security and public policy issues related 
to the dangers posed by nuclear threats, 
weapons of mass destruction, climate 
change,[2] and emerging technologies[3] and 
biological hazards.[4] It has been published 
continuously since 1945, when it was founded 
by former Manhattan Project physicists after 
the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
as the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists of 
Chicago.

Capital Improvement Budget (CIB): a process 
designed to engage the public in evaluating 
capital needs in the City. Decisions regarding 
the budget are deliberating on by committee 
member (a mix of government officials and 
community stakeholders). Their duties include 
Reviewing and ranking all proposals for 
physical improvements to public land and 
buildings. Recommending a bi-annual budget 
to fund capital improvements such as street 
reconstruction, park improvements, and 
the renovation of libraries and recreation 
centers. And reviewing all proposed 
amendments to the approved budget.

Car 2 Go: a German car rental company. It is a 
subsidiary of Daimler AG providing carsharing 
services in European and North American cities.

Circulator: routes are generally confined to 
a single community, with intercommunity trips 
offered via transfers to other bus or rail 
services.

City Planning: the planning and control of the 
construction, growth, and development of a 
city or town.

Common Cooperative Housing: Is a shared 
housing, dormitary style complex that” keeps 
the good parts of shared housing while 
removing the annoyances. Common members 
know their neighbors, meet new people, and 
save money.”

Community Healing Meals: A biweekly gathering 
of Frogtown Residents curated by Tou Saik 
Lee. THe goal was to feed and commune with 
neighbords over subjects that revolved 
around District 7’s Small Area Plan. 

Community Land Trust: a nonprofit 
corporation that develops and stewards 
affordable housing, community gardens, 
civic buildings, commercial spaces and other 
community assets on behalf of a community.

Compartmentalize: divide into sections or 
categories.

Comprehensive Plan: also known as a 
general plan, master plan or land-use plan, 
is a document designed to guide the future 
actions of a community. It presents a vision 
for the future, with long-range goals and 
objectives for all activities that affect the 
local government.

Cooperative Housing: a different type of home 
ownership. Instead of owning actual real 
estate, with cooperative housing you own a 
part of a corporation that owns the building. 
Cooperative housing usually includes an 
apartment building or buildings.

Corridor: 1. a narrow tract of land forming 
a passageway, as one connecting two major 
cities . 2.a usually densely populated region 
characterized by one or more well-traveled 
routes

Creative Frogtown: an evolving vision that 
seeks to engage the community in a variety of 
different art based programs and events.

Creative: a person who is creative, typically in 
a professional context.

Creative Placemaking: an evolving field of 
practice that intentionally leverages the 
power of the arts, culture and creativityto 
serve a community’s interest while driving 
a broader agenda for change, growth and 
transformation in a way that also builds 
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character and quality of place.

Cycles for Change:  is a non-profit 
organization working at the intersection of 
social justice and the bicycle movement.

Dai Thao: St. Paul City Council Member and 
Frogtown resident. 

Design Thinking: a human-centered approach 
to innovation that draws from the designer’s 
toolkit to integrate the needs of people, 
the possibilities of technology, and the 
requirements for business success.
Design:  the creation of a plan or convention 
for the construction of an object, system or 
measurable human interaction
Designer: a person who plans the form, look, 
or workings of something before its being 
made or built, typically by drawing it in detail.

District Council: The district council system 
in St. Paul is comprised of 17 autonomous 501(c)
(3) non-profit agencies that provide residents 
in each neighborhood an opportunity to 
become involved in city planning

Doomsday Clock: Created by the board of the 
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists in 1947 as a 
response to nuclear threats. The concept 
is simple – the closer the minute hand is to 
midnight, the closer the board believes the 
world is to disaster. *Factors that may 
have influenced the change in time include 
a darkening global security landscape, the 
US President Donald Trump’s comments on 
nuclear arms, his views on climate change, and 
the rise of strident nationalism worldwide.

Dorm Style Housing/ Coliving: Shared housing 
designed to support a purpose-driven life. A 
modern, urban lifestyle that values openness, 
sharing, and collaboration.

Dragon Star Oriental Foods: A South East 
Asian run and influenced supermarket on the 
corner of dale and Minnehaha Avenue. 

East Yard Cooperative: a Tiny Home Village 
that will be located on St. Paul’s East Side at 
Bush and Payne Ave. We hope TEY will provide 
a cool, safe, affordable, eco-friendly urban 
living option to people of all ages and ethnic 
backgrounds.

Eat Street: Running from North to South – 
or South to North depending on which way 
you look at it – on Nicollet Avenue, between 
Downtown, aptly named Eat Street is one 
of the best spots to grab a bite in the Twin 
Cities. The restaurants are diverse, from tiny, 
family owned joints with 15 tables – to higher-
end restaurants. It’s an eclectic street in an 
eclectic neighborhood

Extremely-Low Income:  families whose 
incomes do not exceed the higher of:The 
Federal Poverty Level; or 30 percent of Area 
Median Income.

Feng shui: a Chinese philosophical system of 
harmonizing everyone with the surrounding 
environment. It is closely linked to Taoism.

Friendly Streets Initative: The Friendly 
Streets Initiative employs a variety of 
creative and interactive methods and tools 
to engage neighbors in conversation, 
brainstorming and debate about the future of 
their streets and other public space in their 
community.

Frogtown Forum: A monthly gathering of 
community members curated by the 
Frogtown Neighborhood Association. The 
forum’s aim is to open lines of communication 
amongst community members and to serve 
as a bridge between city officials and the 
district of Frogtown.

Frogtown Green: Frogtown Green is a 
volunteer-powered, resident-led group 
that began with Frogtown Park & Farm. 
From 2009 to 2012, we campaigned for the 
preservation of 13 vacant acres in the middle 
of our neighborhood and its conversion into 
a public park with an urban farm. Since that 
success, we have created six more parklets 
and gardens; sponsored dozens of events, 
and collaborated with friends and groups all 
over St. Paul.  

Frogtown Neighborhood Association: District 
7 neighborhood council. They build community 
through outreach, creativity, and healing. 
Located 501 Dale N 
Futurist: a person who studies the future and 
makes predictions about it based on current 
trends.

Gentrification: the process of renovating 
and improving a house or district so that it 
conforms to middle-class taste. 

Golden Thyme Café: Easygoing place with a 
warm vibe offering coffee drinks named after 
jazz artists & cafe fare.
Great Northern Business Center: An extension 
of the St. Paul Port Authority, the 13 acre 
center houses four businesses, and 401 
Employees within Frogtown. Located along 
Minnehaha Avenue and Dale Street. 

Greening Frogtown: A newspaper that 
celebrates people, events and projects that 
help make Frogtown a better place to live. 
They believe that a critical ingredient of any 
great neighborhood is green space — places 
where people can plant things, watch them 
grow, get in touch with the bounty and beauty 
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of the natural world, and be comforted by it.

Hickory Hut: Modest counter-serve joint 
dishing up wings, ribs & BBQ sandwiches, plus 
seafood & down-home sides.

Holistic: characterized by comprehension 
of the parts of something as intimately 
interconnected and explicable only by 
reference to the whole.

Housing Planning: a land use in which housing 
predominates, as opposed to industrial 
and commercial areas. Housing may vary 
significantly between, and through, residential 
areas. These include single-family housing, 
multi-family residential, or mobile homes. 
Zoning for residential use may permit some 
services or work opportunities or may 
totally exclude business and industry. It may 
permit high density land use or only permit 
low density uses. 

Jan Ghel: a Danish architect and urban design 
consultant based in Copenhagen whose career 
has focused on improving the quality of urban 
life by re-orienting city design towards 
the pedestrian and cyclist. He is a founding 
partner of Gehl Architects.

Juxtaposition Arts: envisions the youth of 
North Minneapolis entering the creative 
workforce as dynamic innovators and 
problem solvers with the confidence, skills 
and connections they need to accomplish 
their educational and professional goals, and 
to contribute to the revitalization of the 
communities where they live and work.

Ladot Dash: DASH provides frequent, 
inexpensive and convenient bus service 
in downtown Los Angeles and in 27 
neighborhoods all across the City of Los 
Angeles.

Land-Use Planning: seeks to order and 
regulate land use in an efficient and ethical 
way, thus preventing land-use conflicts. The 
goal of land-use planning is to further the 
welfare of people and their communities 
by creating convenient, equitable, healthful, 
efficient, and attractive environments for 
present and future generations.

Larry Garnett: a recognized expert on 
innovative yet practical home designs since 
1977. Larry is the author of Home Plan Doctor, 
in which he explains how to select a home plan 
that fits your lifestyle, how to read a basic 
floor plan, and how to navigate every stage 
of the process. His historically-influenced 
plans have been featured in a number of 
magazines, including Southern Living, Better 
Homes and Gardens, and Country Living. He 
has also addressed issues regarding home 

design and urban design at such prestigious 
venues as Harvard University and the National 
Association of Homebuilders, in addition to a 
number of television and radio appearances.

Little Mekong: the Asian business and cultural 
district in St. Paul, Minnesota. Located 
between Mackubin and Galtier streets along 
University Avenue, the district boasts a 
diversity of cultures, top rated restaurants 
and unique shopping experiences. Visitors come 
to Little Mekong to experience the unique 
culture and flavors of Southeast Asia.

Little Mekong Night Market: Little Mekong 
Night Market is the Twin Cities’ unique street 
market festival located in the heart of the 
Little Mekong District. Inspired by the night 
markets in Southeast Asia, the mission of our 
Night Market is to offer unique products, 
services, and arts & crafts for an exciting 
community experience.

Live-Work: denoting or relating to property 
that combines residential living space with 
commercial or manufacturing space.

Lyft: a transportation network company 
based in San Francisco, California. It 
develops, markets and operates the Lyft car 
transportation mobile app.

Main Street Creative Corridor: The Creative 
Corridor is an area along Main Street where 
arts and culture anchor a vibrant, mixed-use 
place in the center of Little Rock, Arkansas.
The Little Rock Main Street Creative Corridor 
is revitalizing Main Street one block at a time, 
using economic development stimulated by 
the arts rather than a traditional retail base. 
The Creative Corridor is rapidly becoming a 
mixed-use, work-live environment that is also 
sensitive to the historical context of Main 
Street in Little Rock.

Martha Schwartz: Martha Schwartz, is an 
American landscape architect. Her background 
in fine arts and landscape architecture has 
contributed to the rise of more expressive 
landscapes and public spaces in cities around 
the world.

Methodology: a system of methods used in a 
particular area of study or activity.

Metro Mobility: a shared public 
transportation service for certified riders 
who are unable to use regular fixed-route 
buses due to a disability or health condition.

Metro Transit: the transportation resource 
for the Twin Cities, offering an integrated 
network of buses, light rail and commuter 
trains as well as resources for those who 
carpool, vanpool, walk or bike.
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Micro-Apartment: also known as an apodment 
or microflat, is a one-room, self-contained 
living space, usually purpose built, designed to 
accommodate a sitting space, sleeping space, 
bathroom and kitchenette within around 150–
350 square feet

Micro-Communities: High-density residential 
communities built on small plots of land 
(apartment buildings, tiny houses). As 
apartment rents climb, tiny rental units are 
finding a niche — they can cost less to build 
than traditional units and the rents can 
be lower. Some people are also choosing 
to live in “micro-housing” for its smaller 
environmental footprint, a benefit that 
shouldn’t be overlooked.

Mixed-use: a type of urban development that 
blends residential, commercial, cultural, 
institutional, or industrial uses, where those 
functions are physically and functionally 
integrated, and that provides pedestrian 
connections.

National Night Out: an annual community-
building campaign that promotes police-
community partnerships and neighborhood 
camaraderie to make our neighborhoods safer, 
more caring places to live.

NeighborWorks Home Partners: There mission 
is to revitalize neighborhoods by creating 
and supporting successful homeownership. 
Located, 533 Dale St N. 

Nice Ride MN: a fast, easy, affordable bike 
rental service open to everyone. Simply take 
a bike when you need one, and return it to any 
station in the system when you arrive at your 
destination.

Paradox: a seemingly absurd or self-
contradictory statement or proposition that 
when investigated or explained may prove to 
be well founded or true.

Pedestrianisation: an area of a city or town 
that aims to provide better accessibility 
and mobility for pedestrians, to enhance 
the volume of shopping and other business 
activity in the area and/or to improve the 
attractiveness of the local environment in 
terms of aesthetics, air pollution, noise and 
accidents involving pedestrians

Permeable paving: a range of sustainable 
materials and techniques for permeable 
pavements with a base and subbase that allow 
the movement of stormwater through the 
surface. In addition to reducing runoff, this 
effectively traps suspended solids and filters 
pollutants from the water.

Pho: a type of Vietnamese soup, typically made 
from beef stock and spices to which noodles 
and thinly sliced beef or chicken are added.

Policy recommendations: the key means 
through which policy decisions are made in 
most levels of government.

R3 Medium Density: Residential. Zone R3 
is a zone where multi dwelling housing is 
appropriate and encouraged. Multi dwelling 
housing can take the form of townhouses 
or villas, but residential flat buildings are 
prohibited.

Radical: a person who advocates thorough 
or complete political or social reform; a 
member of a political party or part of a party 
pursuing such aims.

Rapid Bus Service: a package of transit 
enhancements that adds up to a faster trip 
and an improved experience. 

Red Tape: excessive bureaucracy or adherence 
to rules and formalities, especially in public 
business.

Rondo Library: A public Library on the corner 
of Dale and University. 

Saigon (iPho): Easygoing counter-serve joint 
offering a variety of pho, banh mi & other 
standard Vietnamese eats.

Self-Sustainability: A system is self-sustaining 
(or self-sufficient) if it can maintain itself 
by independent effort. The system self-
sustainability is: the degree at which the 
system can sustain itself without external 
support.

Single-Family Residential Zoning: a single-
family (home, house, or dwelling) means that 
the building is a structure maintained and used 
as a single dwelling unit. 

Skid Row: an area of Downtown Los Angeles. 
As of the 2000 census, the population of the 
district was 17,740. Skid Row was defined in 
a decision in Jones v. City of Los Angeles as 
the area east of Main Street, south of Third 
Street, west of Alameda Street, and north of 
Seventh Street.[1] Skid Row contains one of the 
largest stable populations (between 5,000 
and 8,000) of homeless people in the United 
States.

Small Area Plan: Any plan that addresses the 
issues of a portion of the city. Small area 
plans can cover three different geographic 
scales -- neighborhood, corridor, and district 
regardless of the size of the area. Small area 
plans cover a specific geography that often 
has a cohesive set of characteristics.
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Smapl: Acronym for Small Area Plan, coined by 
Frogtown Artist, Tou Saik Lee

St. Paul City School: A primary school that 
partners with families to prepare students to 
embrace their full potential and pursue higher 
education: located on Edmund Avenue West. 

St. Paul Pioneer Press: a newspaper based in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, primarily serving the Twin 
Cities metropolitan area.

Star Apartments: a purpose-built residential 
housing complex on Los Angeles’ Skid Row 
that caters to the needs of the long-term 
homeless.

Tactical (guerilla) Urbanism: an umbrella term 
used to describe a collection of low-cost, 
temporary changes to the built environment, 
usually in cities, intended to improve local 
neighbourhoods and city gathering places.

Community Stabilization Project (CSP): an 
organization that helps low income tenants 
and people of color living in unserved /under 
represented communities in the Twin Cities 
Metro area. Located 501 Dale St, N. 

The Great Recession: a period of general 
economic decline observed in world markets 
during the late 2000s and early 2010s.

The U: a nickname University of Minnesota.

Transit Link: the Twin Cities dial-a-ride small 
bus service for the general public, where 
regular route transit service is not available.  
Transit Link is for trips that can’t be 
accomplished on regular transit routes alone, 
and may combine regular route and Transit 
Link service.

Transportation planning: the process of 
defining future policies, goals, investments 
and designs to prepare for future needs to 
move people and goods to destinations.

Uber: an American technology company 
headquartered in San Francisco, California, 
United States, operating in 633 cities 
worldwide. It develops, markets and operates 
the Uber car transportation and food 
delivery mobile apps

Under-resourced: having insufficient 
resources; under-funded; low-income. 

University of Minnesota: Twin Cities: also 
known as “The U” is a public research university 
with campus’ in Minneapolis and St. Paul, 
Minnesota. It’s most widely known campus 
being “Dinkytown”, a lively and pedestrian 
friendly urban village.

Urban Design: the process of designing and 
shaping cities, towns and villages. Urban 
design is an inter-disciplinary subject that 
utilizes elements of many built environment 
professions, including landscape architecture, 
urban planning, architecture, civil and municipal 
engineering.

Urban Planning: the study or profession 
dealing with the growth and functioning of 
cities and towns, including environmental 
concerns, zoning, the infrastructure, etc.

Victoria Theater: or “The Vic” is a historic 
building located in Frogtown. VTAC (Victoria 
Theater Arts Coalition) is a new organization 
grown from a long campaign by Frogtown 
and Rondo community members to reclaim the 
long-vacant Victoria Theater at 825 University 
Avenue as a resource for the community – to 
be repurposed as a community owned and 
managed arts center.

WeLive: a new way of living built upon 
community, flexibility, and a fundamental belief 
that we are only as good as the people we 
surround ourselves with. From mailrooms and 
laundry rooms that double as bars and event 
spaces to communal kitchens, roof decks, 
and hot tubs, WeLive challenges traditional 
apartment living through physical spaces that 
foster meaningful relationships.

WFNU Frogtown Radio: a community-based 
low power FM radio station serving the 
greater Frogtown area. We produce content 
that amplifies the voices of our diverse 
communities.
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