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Agenda

● Timeline
● 2015 Bicycle Plan overview
● Why are we updating?

○ Shared use paths and Separated bike lanes 
● Next steps and engagement opportunities 



Timeline 
Summer 2021 – Summer 2022

WINTERFALLSUMMER

Jun - Aug
Internal outreach

Public Outreach
Aug – Nov

Jun – Aug
Plan adoption

Nov - Mar
Draft network updates, 
network prioritization

Draft plan engagement
Mar - Jun

SPRING SUMMER



2015 Bicycle Plan



2015 Bicycle Plan

2015 Saint Paul Bicycle Plan

● Adopted in March 2015
● Provides direction for the development of a 

network of bicycle facilities
● Highlights engagement process between 2011 

and 2014
● Updated in 2017 to include CCB and Grand Round
● Recommends additional updates, without specific 

timeline



2015 Bicycle Plan

How is the Plan used?

● To guide development of the network when 
opportunities arise
○ Mill & Overlay projects
○ Street reconstructions
○ New development
○ Transit projects

● As a reference for other planning efforts





2015 Bicycle Plan

Progress made since 2015
● 67 miles of bike facilities have been added since 

2015
● Includes implementation from Parks & Rec, Ramsey 

County, MnDOT, DNR





Grand Round

Capital City 
Bikeway (CCB)





Why are we updating the 
Bicycle Plan?



Why are we updating?

Why are we updating the Plan?

● 2019 Saint Paul Climate Action & Resilience Plan calls for more separation 
from cars

● To incorporate updates to Capital City Bikeway (CCB),  Highland Bridge, and 
Grand Round – identify new priortities

● In response to community feedback
● To understand what has changed since 2015
● To provide additional policy guidance on operation & maintenance needs to 

ensure high level of service of the bike network 
● To ensure our bicycle goals aren’t competing with our pedestrian goals
● Some of the network needs to be updated to include more separation 

between people biking and people driving. This aligns with state and 
national best practices in design



Why are we updating?

2019 Saint Paul Climate Action & 
Resilience Plan

“update the Bicycle Plan to reflect best 
practices prioritizing protected bicycle 
facilities over unprotected or shared lanes” 



Why are we updating?

50 feet

30 feet

Each street design  
accommodates the same 
uses:
● People walking
● People biking
● Transit
● On street parking
● People driving

Separated bike lanes and shared use paths help us accomplish pedestrian goals. 



Why are we updating?

Additional Operation & Maintenance policy guidance 

● This update will include policy-level guidance to identify and support the 
resources needed to operate and maintain a bike network that is safe and 
comfortable

● With very few exceptions, operation and maintenance funding has not kept 
up with the expansion of the bike network



Why are we updating?

The update will be more consistent with national and state guidance



Separated bike lanes and 
shared use paths



What are separated bike lanes?



● “An exclusive facility for people 
biking that is located within or 
directly adjacent to the roadway”

● “Physically separated from vehicle 
traffic by a vertical element”

What are separated bike lanes?

— FHWA (2015) 



● Different from standard bike lanes 
because of vertical element

● Different from recreational trails 
because of their spatial proximity 
to the road

What are separated bike lanes?



What are separated bike lanes?

Vertical separationHorizontal separation



● Interim treatment 

What are separated bike lanes?



● One way separated bike lanes – Portland, OR and Philadelphia, PA

What are separated bike lanes?



What are shared use paths?



● Separated from vehicles, 
but shared by people 
walking and biking

Shared use path

What are shared use paths?



What are NOT separated bike 
lanes or shared use paths?



● No vertical separation, only 
horizontal separation

Bike Lane

What are NOT separated bike lanes 
or shared use paths?



● Horizontal separation, but 
no vertical separation

Buffered Bike Lane

What are NOT separated bike lanes 
or shared use paths?



● Traffic calming to make it 
more comfortable for 
people biking

● Lane markings and signage 
for identification

Bike Boulevard

What are NOT separated bike lanes 
or shared use paths?



What are NOT separated bike lanes 
or shared use paths?

● Lane markings, signage

Enhanced shared lane





Why are we updating?

In summary…
● Many roads were identified for bike lanes in the 2015 Plan – that has resulted in 

implementation of several miles 
● We know now that people biking prefer a level of separation that bike lanes cannot 

provide
● Some of the roads identified for bike lanes in 2015 will be updated and re-

identified/planned for shared use paths and separated bike lanes based on traffic 
volumes, traffic speeds, availability of space (ROW), and other factors

● Enhanced Shared Lanes and Bike Blvds will not be eliminated

Street A

Street B

Street C

Street A

Street B

Street C2015 Plan 2022 Plan

Street D

Street D

Street E Street E



Scope of Update

What is being considered

● Updating to provide more guidance and clarity on separated bike lanes 
and shared use paths

● Streets/corridors will be identified for future separated bike lanes and 
shared use paths 

● Identifying the top priorities for building out the Saint Paul bike 
network

What is not being considered
● Rethinking entire bicycle network
● A completely new planning document



Engagement Strategy



Timeline 
Summer 2021 – Summer 2022

WINTERFALLSUMMER

Jun - Aug
Internal outreach
Engagement plan

Public Outreach
Aug – Nov

Jun – Aug
Plan adoption

Nov - Mar
Draft network updates, 
network prioritization

Draft plan engagement
Mar - Jun

SPRING SUMMER



Engagement Strategy

● Share information about the current bicycle plan
● Share scope, timeline, and objectives of update
● Let people know what we are doing, why, and when
● Ask for initial feedback on network prioritization and 

system gaps
● Over 700 surveys so far

Fall 2021 Round 1



Engagement Strategy

Initial survey results
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Saint Paul Zip Codes Count
55104 135
55105 112
55116 77
55117 76
55108 56
55106 41
55102 34
55119 28
55101 25
55103 19
55107 11
55130 9
55114 8

Total 631



Engagement Strategy

Initial survey results

Age Count
less than 18 years 1

18-29 years old 60
30-39 years old 205
40-49 years old 118
50-59 years old 113
60-69 years old 111

70+ years 48
Total 656



Engagement Strategy

Initial survey results

● Safe and separated bike facilities – a connected 
network

● Winter maintenance of bike network
● Connections to and from downtown
● Connections over barriers (94 and 35, RR tracks, 

River)
● More bike parking
● Traffic calming



Engagement Strategy

● Stakeholder meetings
● Three in person community events 

○ Aug 12 Safe Summer Nights
○ Sept 12 Bike Classic
○ Sept 25 Marydale Festival

● Virtual open house/presentation – Sept 15
● Pre-recorded/on demand virtual presentation
● Flyers at libraries, rec centers, bike shops
● Project webpage
● Survey (paper and online)

○ Open until October 31
● Social media
● Email updates

Outreach techniques
Stakeholder list

Who else?

Stpaul.gov/bikeplan



Thank you!
Stpaul.gov/bikeplan

Jimmy Shoemaker
Jimmy.shoemaker@ci.stpaul.mn.us 

(651) 266-6204
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