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MEETING AGENDA

1. Introductions (10 minutes)

 - Introduce design team + project history

 

2. Phase I Design Updates (30 minutes)

 - Review overall site approach 

 - Review proposed approach to prairie 

 - Review design studies for gathering circle and messaging

3. Community Discussion (40 minutes)

 - Key Questions + Comments

4. Conclusions + Next Steps (10 minutes)
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    2022.10.13  /   2INDIAN MOUNDS REGIONAL PARK
PHASE 1 MESSAGING



DESIGN
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INDIAN MOUNDS - PHASE 2 IMPLEMENTATION
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DESIGN DEVELOPMENT DD - 10 WEEKS

FINAL DESIGN? FINAL DESIGN - 14 WEEKS

BIDDING? BID?

CONSTRUCTION INSTALL RESTORED PRAIRE THREDHOLD CONTRUCTION 

DD PHASE (10 weeks)

CD PHASE (14 weeks)

INSTALL RESTORED PRAIRIE CONSTRUCTION

BIDDING 

PHASE 1 MESSAGING SCHEDULE
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THIS IS A 
SACRED 

BURIAL PLACE
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INDIAN MOUNDS CULTURAL LANDSCAPE STUDY AND MESSAGING PLAN

MESSAGING PLAN

6.4

“THIS IS A BURIAL PLACE AND OUR 
ANCESTORS ARE STILL HERE” 

IS THE OVERARCHING MESSAGE FOR THE 
INDIAN MOUNDS LANDSCAPE. 

RESPECT + HONOR

MITÁKUYE OWÁSIŊ
DAKOTA LAND

POWER OF PLACE

GEOLOGIC TIME

ECOSYSTEMS OF IMNÍŽASKA

Key Messages across the site answer the questions, “What is this place about?” and “What does this place 
mean?” Messaging has the capacity to hold many different stories and to answer these questions by weaving 
stories and ideas together along a common thread throughout the site. Messages are intended to teach, to expand 
a visitor’s capacity to imagine what this place was and could be, and to communicate complex — and at times 
challenging or painful stories — to increase empathy and understanding. Key messages also help to convey what 
activities are appropriate in a sacred place that has been historically misused. 

KEY MESSAGES
WHAT IS THIS PLACE ABOUT? WHAT DOES THIS PLACE MEAN?

This place is not a park. It is a sacred burial place that has existed here for thousands of years. Communicating the 
sacredness and boundlessness of this place will be done through a variety of messages and features that aim to 
build respect and restore dignity. Returning community relationship to this place to that of a place of burial and not a 
park will require education, time, and willingness. Messaging will help to educate and encourage visitors to respect 
this place. Through time this messaging will shift as the perception of this place slowly evolves.

The six key messages help connect people to the site through stories, sensory experiences and new perspectives.  
The messages embrace a world view where edges, hard lines and delineations do not exist to help dissolve the 
idea that the place of burial ends where the neighborhood begins. They are a reminder that this is not a park, it is a 
sacred place. The six key messages are:

INDIAN MOUNDS CULTURAL LANDSCAPE STUDY AND MESSAGING PLAN

MESSAGING PLAN

6.5

Ȟaȟáwakpa /
Mississippi River

 Mnísota Wakpá / Minnesota River

Unbounded Bdóte 

Fort Snelling

Mniówe Sní/
Coldwater Spring Wíta Tháŋka / Pike Island

Spring Lake

Táku Wakháŋ Thípi / Indian Mounds

Indigenous ways of seeing differ from western culture. In the time before western colonization, rigid boundaries 
did not exist. Without dams, rivers flooded their banks into wetlands, without fences, animals and people moved 
freely across large swaths of land. With differing worldviews between cultures and ethnicities, perhaps the most 
difficult message to convey is that the burial ground does not end at the property edge. Like water that is not neatly 
contained by the banks drawn on a map, this sacred land continues beyond the boundaries of the property, 
spanning the bluffs along the rivers of this region. 

In western culture, edges are important visual cues that communicate the end of one thing and the beginning of 
another. The importance and power of rigid boundaries are also closely tied to indications of ownership, another 
concept that does not translate to an Indigenous worldview. Western cemeteries use fences, boundaries, walls, 
and edges to signify the sacred. Cross-cultural expressions of a place of burial landscape become essential tools to 
communicate significance and sacredness to people unfamiliar with an Indigenous worldview. 

CULTURAL LANDSCAPE STUDY
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GATEWAY MESSAGING

CORE MESSAGING

EDUCATIONAL MESSAGING

Parking Lot

Airway Beacon

Restroom Pavilion

Parking Lot
US-10

MISSISSIPPI RIVER

N
0 300 600  1200 ft

CULTURAL LANDSCAPE STUDY / AREA MESSAGING



IMMEDIATE ACKNOWLEDGMENT MESSAGING PLAN

(12) TRAIL MARKER SIGNS

(1) PARK SIGN MESSAGE BAND

(21) NEW BENCH ENGRAVED MESSAGE

(18) EXISTING BENCH METAL PANEL

PAVILION FEATURES:
• (3) CIRCULAR SIGNS
• (1) MESSAGE BAND
• (1) GROUND/CEILING PAINTED MESSAGE
• (1) AS ABOVE SO BELOW INTERPRETIVE SIGN

(5) LIGHTPOST SIGNS

(12) CONCRETE PAD MESSAGES

US-10

MISSISSIPPI RIVER N
0 300 600  1200 ft

1.0  PAVILION KEY MESSAGE SIGN (3)
2.0  PAVILION MESSAGE BAND (1)
3.0  PAVILION GROUND/CEILING MESSAGE (1)
4.0  AS ABOVE SO BELOW INTERPRETIVE SIGN (1)

5.0  PARK SIGN MESSAGE BAND (1)

6.0  BENCH MESSAGE A: ENGRAVED PLASTIC
A1 - Dumor New Bench (16)
A2 - Dumor Old Bench (5)

6.1  BENCH MESSAGE B: METAL PANEL
B1 - Plastic ‘Be Active’ Bench (11)
B2 - Existing Wood Bench (7)

7.0  TRAIL MARKER SIGN
 
8.0  LIGHTPOST SIGN

9.0  CONCRETE PADS
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IMMEDIATE ACKNOWLEDGMENT FEATURES
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IMMEDIATE ACKNOWLEDGMENT FEATURES
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IMMEDIATE ACKNOWLEDGMENT FEATURES
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Digital Media - Stories and messages to be added to signage Sandblasting - Dakota artist designed templates
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MEETING AGENDA

1. Introductions (10 minutes)

 - Introduce design team + project history

 

2. Phase I Design Updates (30 minutes)

 - Review overall site approach 

 - Review proposed approach to prairie 

 - Review design studies for gathering circle and messaging

3. Community Discussion (40 minutes)

 - Key Questions + Comments

4. Conclusions + Next Steps (10 minutes)
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N
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=

THRESHOLD OF CUES

STEPPING STONES

STONE BENCHES

LIGHTPOLE BANNER

TRAIL MARKERPOST

GATHERING CIRCLE

MOWN PATHS

EXISTING SCULPTURE

EXISTING BENCHES

GATEWAYS

STRUCTURES

VISIBLE MOUND

Parking Lot

Existing Benches to remain

West Gateway

Airway Beacon Relocation Messaging

Lightpost Banners

Threshold of Cues
 - Stepping Stones
 - Stone Benches
 - Trail Marker Posts

The Clearing

East Gateway

US-10

Gathering Circle

Picnic Pavilion Core Messaging

PHASE 1 MESSAGING / CLS PROPOSED FEATURES

MISSISSIPPI RIVER
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PHASE 1 MESSAGING / PROPOSED FEATURES



4. GATEWAYS1. PRAIRIE 2. GATHERING CIRCLE 3. THRESHOLD OF CUES
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PHASE 1 MESSAGING / PROPOSED FEATURES

50 / 50 APPROACH
approach preferred by THPOs

PRAIRIE MESSAGING

GATHERING CIRCLE THRESHOLD 
OF CUES
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PHASE 1 MESSAGING / PLAN
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PHASE 1 MESSAGING / PRAIRIE
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PHASE 1 MESSAGING / PRAIRIE

NEW PRAIRIE: 3 Acres

EX PRAIRIE MANAGEMENT: 180,000 SF / 4 Acres

MOUNDS MANAGEMENT: 32,700 SF / 0.75 Acres

Mounds Management
32,700 SF

New Prairie
50,000 SF

New Prairie
40,000 SF

Ex. Prairie Management
180,000 SF
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1. THIS IS A SACRED BURIAL PLACE
Prairie re-establishment acknowledges the sacredness 
of this site, honoring what was here historically and 
acknowledging the destruction that has occured over time

2. CHANGING PERCEPTION
One of the key goals of messaging for the CLS was to help 
change perception of this site from a park to a cemetery, 
with prairie reestablish as central to that messaging

3. DAKOTA GUIDANCE
The recommendation and preference from the THPO’s has 
been to prioritize the introduction of prairie 

1. MAINTENANCE
The project proposes a plan for long term maintenance 
including clear guidance and reserved funding for 3 year 
warranty and maintenance of existing prairie

2. REPLACING PASSIVE LAWN SPACE
Proposed prairie removes underutilized lawn, but creates 
new concentrated and beautiful public gathering spaces

WHY PRAIRIE RESTORATION MATTERS ADDRESSING KEY CONCERNS
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PRE-SETTLEMENT PRAIRIE 20TH CENTURY

PHASE 1 MESSAGING / PRAIRIE
WHY PRAIRIE RESTORATION MATTERS
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PRAIRIE RESTORATION SCHEDULE

SITE PREP

LONG-TERM MAINTENANCE

INSTALL

MAINTENANCE (3 year warrant)

2023 2024
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PRAIRIE RESTORATION / PRAIRIE EXAMPLES

Prairie in July Mown Path through Prairie
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Indian Mounds Regional Park - Mixed Height Diversity Mix with Ramsey County Native Species (Landbridge Proposed)

Common Name Scientific Name
% Mix by 
weight Seeds/Oz lbs oz # seeds seeds/sqft

10 lbs/ac
Big Bluestem Andropogon gerardii 0.03 10000 0.3 4.8 48000 1.102
Sideoats Grama Bouteloua curtipendula 0.39 4000 3.9 62.4 249600 5.730
Blue Grama Bouteloua gracillis 0.05 40000 0.5 8 320000 7.346
Plains Oval Sedge Carex brevior 0.05 29000 0.5 8 232000 5.326
Canada Wild Rye Elymus canadensis 0.1 5200 1 16 83200 1.910
Virginia Wild Rye Elymus virginicus 0.15 3500 1.5 24 84000 1.928
June Grass Koeleria macrantha 0.01 200000 0.1 1.6 320000 7.346
Switchgrass Panicum virgatum 0.02 14000 0.2 3.2 44800 1.028
Little Bluestem Schizachyrium scoparium 0.15 15000 1.5 24 360000 8.264
Indian Grass Sorgastrum nutans 0.03 11000 0.3 4.8 52800 1.212
Prairie Dropseed Sporobolis heterolepis 0.02 14000 0.2 3.2 44800 1.028

1 10 1839200 42.222
64 oz/ac

Yarrow Achillea millefolium 0.005 178000 0.02 0.32 56960 1.308
Fragrant Hyssop Agastache foeniculum 0.01 80000 0.04 0.64 51200 1.175
Leadplant Amorpha canescens 0.05 16000 0.2 3.2 51200 1.175
Prairie Sage Artemisia ludoviciana 0.001 275000 0.004 0.064 17600 0.404
Common Milkweed Ascepias syriaca 0.01 4000 0.04 0.64 2560 0.059
Butterflyweed Asclepias tuberosa 0.05 4300 0.2 3.2 13760 0.316
Canada Milkvetch Astragalus canadensis 0.04 15000 0.16 2.56 38400 0.882
White Wild Indigo Baptisia alba 0.03 1700 0.12 1.92 3264 0.075
Partridge Pea Chamaecrista fasciculata 0.05 2500 0.2 3.2 8000 0.184
White Prairie Clover Dalea candida 0.03 22000 0.12 1.92 42240 0.970
Purple Prairie Clover Dalea purpurea 0.05 15000 0.2 3.2 48000 1.102
Prairie Cinquefoil Drymocallis arguta 0.002 230000 0.008 0.128 29440 0.676
Narrow-leaved Purple Coneflower Echinacea angustifolia 0.05 6500 0.2 3.2 20800 0.478
Cream Gentian Gentiana flavida 0.003 200000 0.012 0.192 38400 0.882
Maximilian Sunflower Helianthus maximiliani 0.005 11000 0.02 0.32 3520 0.081
Common Oxeye Heliopsis helianthoides 0.05 6200 0.2 3.2 19840 0.455
Meadow Blazing Star Liatris ligulistylus 0.05 10000 0.2 3.2 32000 0.735
Wild Lupine Lupinus perennis 0.05 1100 0.2 3.2 3520 0.081
Round-headed Bush Clover Lespedeza capitata 0.05 8000 0.2 3.2 25600 0.588
Wild bergamot Monarda fistulosa 0.01 70000 0.04 0.64 44800 1.028
Spotted Beebalm Monarda punctata 0.01 70000 0.04 0.64 44800 1.028
Large-flowered Penstemon Penstemon grandiflorus 0.05 13000 0.2 3.2 41600 0.955
Mountain Mint Pycnanthemum virginianum 0.002 220000 0.008 0.128 28160 0.646
Long-headed Coneflower Ratibida columnifera 0.04 25000 0.16 2.56 64000 1.469
Yellow Coneflower Ratibida pinnata 0.003 30000 0.012 0.192 5760 0.132
Prairie Rose Rosa arkansana 0.01 2000 0.04 0.64 1280 0.029
Black-eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta 0.03 92000 0.12 1.92 176640 4.055
Early Figwort Schrophularia lanceolata 0.001 220000 0.004 0.064 14080 0.323
Compass Plant Silphium laciniatum 0.01 660 0.04 0.64 422.4 0.010
Gray Goldenrod Solidago nemoralis 0.002 250000 0.008 0.128 32000 0.735
Stiff Goldenrod Solidago rigida 0.01 41000 0.04 0.64 26240 0.602
Showy Goldenrod Solidago speciosa 0.005 95000 0.02 0.32 30400 0.698
Smooth Aster Symphyotrichum laeve 0.03 55000 0.12 1.92 105600 2.424
Azure Aster Symphyotrichum oolentangiense 0.02 70000 0.08 1.28 89600 2.057
New England Aster Symphyotrichum novae-angliae 0.02 66000 0.08 1.28 84480 1.939
Western Spiderwort Tradescantia occidentalis 0.05 8000 0.2 3.2 25600 0.588
Blue Vervain Verbena hastata 0.01 93000 0.04 0.64 59520 1.366
Hoary Vervain Verbena stricta 0.05 25000 0.2 3.2 80000 1.837
Culver's Root Veronicastrum virginicum 0.001 800000 0.004 0.064 51200 1.175
Heart-leaved Alexanders Zizia aptera 0.05 12000 0.2 3.2 38400 0.882

1 64 1550886.4 35.603
Species Count 50

Seeds/sqft 77.826
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New Prairie
50,000 SF

New Prairie
40,000 SF

PHASE 1 MESSAGING / PRAIRIE



4. GATEWAYS1. PRAIRIE 2. GATHERING CIRCLE 3. THRESHOLD OF CUES

PHASE 1 MESSAGING / GATHERING CIRCLE
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PHASE 1 MESSAGING / GATHERING CIRCLE
PROPOSED PLAN
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KEY THEMES
Power of Place
Geologic Time

PROGRAMMING
Ceremony
Teaching / Education
Gathering

Seats 30-35

REMOVES TWO 
PICNIC TABLES

MOUNDS BLVD.



PHASE 1 MESSAGING / GATHERING CIRCLE
PROPOSED FEATURES FROM CLS
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PHASE 1 MESSAGING / GATHERING CIRCLE
STONE INVENTORY FROM ST. PAUL
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PHASE 1 MESSAGING / GATHERING CIRCLE
STONE INVENTORY FROM ST. PAUL

STUDY 01 STUDY 02
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4. GATEWAYS1. PRAIRIE 2. GATHERING CIRCLE 3. THRESHOLD OF CUES

PHASE 1 MESSAGING / THRESHOLD OF CUES
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PHASE 1 MESSAGING / THRESHOLD OF CUES
KEY FEATURES
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KEY THEMES
Mitákuye Oyás’in
Respect and Honor
Dakota Land

MOWN PATH TO 
AIRWAY BEACON

SEATING IN PRAIRIE 
AT THE PAVILION

MESSAGING CUES

MOWN PATH TO 
AIRWAY BLUFF



PHASE 1 MESSAGING / THRESHOLD OF CUES
PROPOSED FEATURES FROM CLS
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PHASE 1 MESSAGING / THRESHOLD OF CUES
PAVILION SEATING STUDIES

STUDY 01 STUDY 02 STUDY 03
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PHASE 1 MESSAGING / THRESHOLD OF CUES
STONE INVENTORY FROM ST. PAUL

Limestone pieces for plant ID messaging
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4. GATEWAYS1. PRAIRIE 2. GATHERING CIRCLE 3. THRESHOLD OF CUES

PHASE 1 MESSAGING / GATEWAYS 
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PHASE 1 MESSAGING / GATEWAYS 

West Gateway East Gateway
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KEY THEMES
Respect and Honor
Dakota Land



Granite Curb Pieces

PHASE 1 MESSAGING / GATEWAYS 
STONE INVENTORY FROM ST. PAUL
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STUDY 01 STUDY 02
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PHASE 1 MESSAGING / GATEWAYS 
GATEWAY STUDIES
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MEETING AGENDA

1. Introductions (10 minutes)

 - Introduce design team + project history

 

2. Phase I Design Updates (30 minutes)

 - Review overall site approach 

 - Review proposed approach to prairie 

 - Review design studies for gathering circle and messaging

3. Community Discussion (40 minutes)

 - Key Questions + Comments

4. Conclusions + Next Steps (10 minutes)
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QUESTIONS + COMMENTS

1. What proposed features resonate with you? How do you 
anticipate using them?

2. Which of the messages or themes resonate with you?

3. How do you wish to engage with this site? Are you interested in 
involvement in future prairie maintenance?

4. What spaces do you currently access? Is access to the airway 
beacon or other spaces important to you?
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If you have additional questions or comments related to this work, 
please email Ellen Stewart:

ellen.stewart@ci.stpaul.mn.us

QUESTIONS + COMMENTS
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DESIGN

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT
PAT + COMMUNITY MEETINGS

THPO MEETINGS

JULY                          AUG           SEPT           OCT        NOV            DEC                   JAN                          
2022

JULY 25 WEEK AUG 14 WEEK

SEPT 6 WEEK OCT 13 WEEK

DEC 11 WEEK APRIL

NOV 6 WEEK

INDIAN MOUNDS - PHASE 2 IMPLEMENTATION

JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPT OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APRIL MAY JUNE
29-May 5-Jun 12-Jun 19-Jun 26-Jun 3-Jul 10-Jul 17-Jul 24-Jul 31-Jul 7-Aug 14-Aug 21-Aug 28-Aug 4-Sep 11-Sep 18-Sep 25-Sep 2-Oct 9-Oct 16-Oct 23-Oct 30-Oct 6-Nov 13-Nov 20-Nov 27-Nov 4-Dec 11-Dec 18-Dec 25-Dec

SCOPING + ENGAGEMENT PLAN THPO THPO PAT COMM THPO PAT THPO THPO

DESIGN DEVELOPMENT DD - 10 WEEKS

FINAL DESIGN? FINAL DESIGN - 14 WEEKS

BIDDING? BID?

CONSTRUCTION INSTALL RESTORED PRAIRE THREDHOLD CONTRUCTION 

DD PHASE (10 weeks)

CD PHASE (14 weeks)

INSTALL RESTORED PRAIRIE CONSTRUCTION

BIDDING 

PHASE 1 MESSAGING / PROJECT SCHEDULE
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