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St. Paul Planning Commission  
15 Kellogg Blvd. West 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55102 
 
January 17, 2023 
 
Re: Support of proposed Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area (MRCCA) ordinance 
 
Dear Members of the Planning Commission:  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on St. Paul’s proposed Mississippi River Corridor Critical 
Area (MRCCA) ordinance. Local communities have great power to incorporate bird-friendly designs and 
practices intended to keep birds safer while flying, particularly during migration. 
 
Audubon Minnesota is a regional office of the National Audubon Society, a nonprofit conservation 
organization. Approximately 10,000 of our members live in Saint Paul. Our mission is to conserve and 
restore natural ecosystems, focusing on birds and their habitats, for the benefit of humanity and the 
earth's biological diversity. Audubon Minnesota believes that what is good for birds is good for people, 
including healthy habitats and clean water and air. We deliver conservation results by focusing on 
three program areas supported by science, education, and advocacy: 

• Urban Conservation. Audubon Minnesota engages people to improve the habitat where they 
live and work and to advocate for bird-friendly practices in their communities. 

• River and Forest Conservation. Audubon Minnesota reduces wetland degradation, agricultural 
runoff, and loss of native forest habitat to invasive species. 

• Prairie & Grassland Conservation. Audubon Minnesota's work ensures that our state continues 
to be a stronghold for birds. 

 
The Saint Paul Audubon Society, founded in 1945, is an independent chapter of the National Audubon 
Society. Our mission is to conserve and restore natural ecosystems, focusing on birds, other wildlife, 
and their habitats for the benefit of humanity and the earth’s biological diversity. 
 
Every year, billions of birds set out on their migration paths, usually navigating with the stars and night 
sky. However, they can become disoriented by bright artificial lights and skyglow from big cities they 
pass along their way. These lights often cause birds to collide with buildings or windows, while others 
drawn to the glow are left confused, exhausted, and therefore exposed to other urban threats. 
Incorporating bird-friendly design such as glass treatments in addition to turning off bright lights helps 
birds return to their flight routes and drastically reduces the number of unnecessary bird fatalities. 
 
 
 
 

http://mn.audubon.org/conservation/bird-friendly-communities
http://mn.audubon.org/conservation/landing/water-birds-and-people
http://mn.audubon.org/conservation/landing/climate
https://www.saintpaulaudubon.org/who-we-are/
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The National Audubon Society’s recently released Survival by Degrees report paints a dire picture for 
the future of birds: More than 150 species in Minnesota are threatened by impacts of changes to 
Minnesota’s weather patterns. A recent study from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology also found a 
staggering loss of birds. North American bird populations have declined by 29% since 1970. These 
population declines are tied to reductions in habitat quality associated with the conversion of native 
habitats to agriculture or human-dominated landscapes and to increased mortality from collisions with 
human structures, especially in urban environments. In response to these declines, it is critical that we 
take every action possible to support Minnesota’s bird populations. We are fortunate to live in a 
flyway, utilized by 60% of all North American migratory bird species, where birds are naturally 
concentrated as they follow the river. Unfortunately, the Twin Cities is among the ten most dangerous 
cities for migratory birds (6th in spring migration and 7th during fall migration). Saint Paul’s location 
along the Mississippi River migratory flyway offers both great opportunity and responsibility.  
 
Bird-safe building practices, including lighting, siting, and glass guidelines, are proven to decrease 
impacts on migratory birds. By including bird-friendly practices in local ordinances, particularly in 
critical areas such as the Mississippi River flyway, we can help birds in the face of climate change, 
urban development, and other threats. Thank you for being a leader in supporting a flyway that serves 
both people and wildlife. 
  
Sincerely,  
  
 

 
 
Rob Schultz      Greg Burnes      
Vice President of Audubon MN IA MN  President 
Audubon Minnesota     St. Paul Audubon Society 

https://www.audubon.org/climate/survivalbydegrees
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.aaw1313?adobe_mc=MCORGID%3D242B6472541199F70A4C98A6%2540AdobeOrg%7CTS%3D1673970725&_ga=2.204181072.1109326823.1673970724-1521640186.1673970724
https://mn.audubon.org/
https://www.saintpaulaudubon.org/
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