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Merriam Park: Design Advisory Committee Meeting #2 - Priorities & Precedents

NOTES:
The following is a summary of interpretation of items discussed and action items. If there are any corrections or additions to
the summary, please inform Project Manager, Mary Norton at mary.norton@ci.stpaul.mn.us to issue updated notes.

Introductions:
e Participants:

o Barb Thoman: Lives nearby and had kids who used the park.
o Greg Johnson: Lives on Carrol Ave and spends time at Merriam Park.
o Lon Stousland: Resident on Marshall Ave, has lived in the neighborhood for 3-4 years.
o Richard Kim: Business owner near Merriam Park.
o Leah: Union Park District Council
o Niko and Mary: Representatives from the City of St. Paul.

Meeting Overview:

¢ Shared Design: City Project Manager discussed the design, funding ($2M from Common Cent
Sales Tax), and key dates.

e Scope of Work: Focus on existing program areas (tennis, playground, basketball, ball fields),
circulation, and accessibility.

e Route Walked at 1°* DAC meeting:
o Observed underutilized areas, including batting cages and an area by the building corner.

o Discussed court stripping, tree management during construction, and site
access/circulation.

Key Items Discussed:
e Park Design:
o “Heart of the park” Park identity, site details (bike racks, water), gateway by Prior, trees.

o Discussed the park's "front" (access from Prior Ave) and circulation issues (fence creating
a barrier).
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o Backside of the building seen as a service area, with unclear connections and lack of
windows facing the park (concerns during later in the day if someone is alone).

o Wayfinding and map signage for better orientation within the park.

Feedback Heard:
e Macro Lens Priorities:
o Current playground safety current playground is in rough shape (lots of young kids).
o Baseball fields: Concerns about usability, safety of benches, lighting, and drainage issues.

o Little league usage and field rental considerations. (Ask rec staff about usage, local
leagues HGRA)

e Secondary Priorities:
o Parking concerns near Prior Ave.
o Interest in adding crosswalks or blinking lights.

o Signage and wayfinding improvements (opportunity to create a branded entrance by
Prior).

e Micro Lens Priorities:

o Shade, fencing near sidewalks (softening edge by either adding plantings, and consider

moving the fence back) cultural value of existing trees (Oaks are an important aspect of
the project).

o Succession planning for oaks is important, tennis court usage, and multi-use court
considerations.

Design Precedents and Improvements:
e Baseball Fields:
o Discussion over lighting priorities.
o Discussion on how paths are lit and opinions on lighting in general.

o Court Improvements:

o Interest in vibrant court designs, with preference for clean colors and multi-striping for
flexibility.

e Playground:
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o Positive feedback on playground precedent images.
o Suggestions for age-scalable features, wide balance, and fitness aspects.
e Flexible Spaces & Visual Landmarks:

o Potential for creating a striking visual around Prior Ave or something to help with better
identity for the park.

o Consideration for using the south corner as a gathering space and defining the "heart of
the park."

Action Items:
e UPDC Yard Signs: Leah to follow up on the 9/21 event.

e Historical Resources: Barb has a collection of old articles about Merriam Park that could be
interesting to explore.

e Team Invitation: Leah to send a Teams invite for follow up.
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DESIGN PRECEDENTS
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Playground DESIGN PRECEDENTS
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PRIORITIES EXERCISE 1 '

Which of these ideas are your top priorities for this project?
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PRIORITIES EXERCISE 2

Which of these ideas are your top priorities for this project?
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2024 Ice Cream, Peanut Butter & Jam!

Join Your Neighbors on September 21st from 12:00PM-4:00PM in Merriam Park!

UPDC: Yard Can we send out

_ the survey 1 week
signs for 9/21 prior? Will help

event. Leah generate interest
to follow-up in the event too

&\

1




	20240906-Merriam Park Priorities & Precedents Feedback
	Miro Board_Captures for Meeting_2024-09-05_COMMENTS
	MIRO-image 1_DAC#2
	MIRO-image 2_DAC#2
	MIRO-image 3_DAC#2
	MIRO-image 4_DAC#2
	MIRO-image 5_DAC#2
	MIRO-image 6_DAC#2
	MIRO-image 7_DAC#2


