
2026 Pelham Blvd Reconstruction 
September 5, 2024

Desnoyer Park Improvement Association



Agenda

● 5 Year Capital Plan
● Common Cent (fka One Percent Sales Tax)
● Project overview and known goals
● Previous planning
● Phase 1 engagement – WE ARE HERE

○ Engagement events
○ Survey findings – Two of them!

● Traffic counts, crashes
● Questions and considerations



5 Year Capital Plan

● ## web ##



Common Cent

● Formerly known as One Percent 
Sales Tax
○ Also funded by property 

assessments to properties on 
Pelham

● Passed by voters in November 2023, 
started collection in April 

● $1B over 20 years
● stpaul.gov/salestax



stpaul.gov/pelhamPelham project overview

● Full reconstruction
● 2026 construction season
● MRB to Franklin
● Grand Round



stpaul.gov/pelhamDraft Schedule 

● June 2024 thru October 2024: 
○ Phase 1 engagement, internal external coordination
○ Collect existing data 

■ traffic counts and speeds
● Nov 2024 thru January 2025: 

○ Initial design – different concepts to meet goals
● February 2025 thru March 2025: 

○ Phase 2 engagement – Sharing different concepts
○ 30 percent Design

● April 2025: 
○ begin final design

● May 2026: 
○ begin construction



stpaul.gov/pelhamPelham project overview

Known goals
● Replace aging road surface
● Replace/repair aging 

underground sewer and water 
infrastructure

● Construct off-street bikeway
● Replace existing sidewalk and fill 

sidewalk gaps where they exist
● Reconstruct intersections with 

skewed intersections (Otis, 
Desnoyer)



stpaul.gov/pelhamPrevious planning

● Saint Paul Bicycle Plan (2024)
● Grand Round Design and Implementation 

Plan (2017)
● 2017-2018 “interim” bikeway



stpaul.gov/pelhamSaint Paul Bicycle Plan



stpaul.gov/pelhamGrand Round



stpaul.gov/pelhamGrand Round Design & Implementation Plan



Desnoyer Park Neighborhood 
Survey Results

Pelham reconstruction and neighborhood values survey – Conducted by DPIA July-Sept, 2024



Characteristics 
n = 101 respondents representing 256 neighbors
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Other free text responses…



Roundabouts to help slow down traffic at Otis, Beverly, 
Doane, St Anthony and Wabash. Add well marked and lit 
pedestrian crosswalks at all of those locations as well. 
Consider a slightly raised pedestrian crossing that will 
help to signal to drivers to slow down and yield to 
pedestrians.

I’d want a safe separation between bike & traffic sections 
of the roadway. I propose the development & 
construction of a bicycle rest area in the Pelham triangle 
mini-park owned by the city of St. Paul & managed by 
Parks& Rec. A beautiful bike rest area could be developed 
on this 1/4 acre of land currently covered with brush & 
uncared for trees. The Oxcart Marker could be placed at 
either the Pelham triangle or Desnoyer Park.

design that maintains the wide boulevards

design that recognizes that prioritizes this as a 
neighborhood street -one that aligns with the City's claim 
as the 'most livable city'.

Ability for children to access park from bike path 
without crossing Pelham traffic

Please include rain catchment basins and pollinator 
plantings in the boulevards and green space

Street designed using only the current width of roadway 
car traffic and protected bike lane so that the boulevard 
trees remain intact. Also fix the sidewalks in their 
current locations.

Dedicated bike lane and sidewalks well- designed for 
safety and use, including smooth sidewalks that are 
more child and disability friendly. Wider sidewalks. 
Crosswalks.

Roundabouts at the intersections

Leave it alone but get rid of the stupid bike lane. Let 
people park in front of their houses. Not being able to 
park in front of your own house bc of a bike lane is 
stupid!!! We are a cold weather state. Bike lanes are 
NOT important.

Specificity of place- garden and historical marker of 
removed Ox Cart



Street that prioritizes walking/biking and community 
building (grand rounds signage, benches, art (murals, 
sideawalk poetry, sculpture)

I would love to see the triangle of land at Desnoyer 
and Pelham transformed into a wayside park for 
bikers, walkers, etc

Design that allows for car traffic to complete their 
destination in the neighborhood.

Design that is similar to how it already is, I like the 
parking lane on one side, the bike lane within the 
main road, the sidewalk where it is. The sidewalk 
could be renovated and the bike lane could be 
raised where it is, but I wouldn’t want the location of 
anything to be changed (wouldn’t want either of 
them any closer to the house).

Elimination of currently designed bike lanes.

return to two wide auto/bike lanes rather than separated 
bike lanes

The completion of the work on the corner of Pelham and 
Otis. It’s constant smell is repulsive!!!

The new bike lane has to run through the park both for 
kids going to/from the park on bikes not having to cross 
Pelham and to continue promoting the re-development of 
the park as the center of the neighborhood.

Redesign because cycle lane increases car traffic 
backups and pollution during evening rush hour on 
Pelham because majority of turning rush-hour traffic 
onto and off of Pelham comes/goes East and has to 
watch/wait to turn across the bike lane at Beverly, 
Otis, and the river. It is also a big bike safety issue to 
have bikes crossing the majority turning traffic flow 
at rush hour because turning vehicles at these 
intersections do not stop at the stopsigns.



stpaul.gov/pelhamEarly engagement

● District Councils SAPCC, UPDC
○ DPIA

● Ward 4 Council President
● KidsPark at Desnoyer Park
● Transportation Committee
● Parks Commission Sept 12
● Desnoyer Park Picnic July 16
● Walk assessment July 30
● Flyers on Pelham end of June
● Signs on the street – mid August
● Other stakeholders in the area:

○ Town and Country Club
○ West Rock
○ Memorial Blood Center
○ Avalon School
○ Creative Enterprise Zone (CEZ)



stpaul.gov/pelhamEarly engagement continued…

● Survey since mid July – 158 
responses

Stpaul.gov/pelham
Survey is open through 
October! 



stpaul.gov/pelhamEarly engagement continued…

What do you like about Pelham? Themes:
● The “neighborhood feel”
● Lighter amount of traffic, many drive at safe speeds
● Mature trees and wide boulevards
● Separated/protected bikeway, sidewalks
● Quick and convenient access to other main streets, to destinations, River Rd



stpaul.gov/pelhamEarly engagement continued…

What do you NOT like about Pelham? Themes:
● Street and bike surface quality, sidewalks in poor shape
● High driver speeds, unsafe pedestrian crossings, poor stop sign compliance
● Separated/protected bikeway
● Lack of on-street parking 
● Too much “cut through” traffic 280 to Marshall/Lake
● Missing sidewalk along T&C, north of 94
● The smell!
● Poor sightlines and design at Otis
● Bridge over 94 is uncomfortable to walk
● Project at Otis and Pelham has gone on for years!
● RR tracks at Wabash is difficult/uncomfortable for biking



stpaul.gov/pelhamCrash summary

2014 – 2024
● 30 crashes
● 26 vehicle only

○ 21 PDO
○ 5 possible injury

● 3 bike involved
○ 2 possible injury
○ 1 minor injury

● 1 pedestrian involved
○ Minor injury



stpaul.gov/pelhamTraffic volumes
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stpaul.gov/pelhamTraffic analysis - speeds
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stpaul.gov/pelhamTraffic analysis - speeds

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

Desnoyer to Beverly Beverly to Doane 94 to Wabash Wabash to Myrtle

85th Percentile Speeds - June 2024

Northbound Southbound



stpaul.gov/pelhamTraffic analysis - speeds
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stpaul.gov/pelhamQuestions & Considerations

● Should we/can we construct GR east of 
Pelham?
○ Question of available project funding

● What to do with the unused RR tracks?
○ Minnesota Commercial RR

● Coordination with MnDOT on bridge
● Recently removed ash trees and replanting



stpaul.gov/pelhamPelham project overview

Known goals
● Replace aging road surface
● Replace/repair aging 

underground sewer and water 
infrastructure

● Construct off-street bikeway
● Replace existing sidewalk and fill 

sidewalk gaps where they exist
● Reconstruct intersections with 

skewed intersections (Otis, 
Desnoyer)

Goals heard through engagement 
Phase 1
● Trees are very important
● Traffic calming
● Reduce amount of non-

neighborhood traffic?
● On street parking?
● Better pedestrian crossings
● Red River Ox Cart Trail marker –

find it a home



stpaul.gov/pelhamDraft Schedule 

● June 2024 thru October 2024: 
○ Phase 1 engagement, internal external coordination
○ Collect existing data 

■ traffic counts and speeds
● Nov 2024 thru January 2025: 

○ Initial design – different concepts to meet goals
● February 2025 thru March 2025: 

○ Phase 2 engagement – Sharing different concepts
○ 30 percent Design

● April 2025: 
○ begin final design

● May 2026: 
○ begin construction



stpaul.gov/pelhamOtis and Pelham intersection

● Not related to City project – Met Council Wastewater rehab 



Thank you!
Jimmy.shoemaker@ci.stpaul.mn.us
Jary.lee@ci.stpaul.mn.us



stpaul.gov/pelhamExisting Pelham



stpaul.gov/pelhamDraft Concept Pelham
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