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What is Common Cent?

● Common Cent is Saint Paul’s special-purpose sales tax, enacted by the voters of Saint 
Paul in a 2023 referendum, to fund comprehensive improvements to city roads and 
parks.



Public Works is advancing plans for implementing 
street projects with Common Cent funds.

Reviewed initial 
project cost estimates

Forecasted sales tax 
revenue

Developed technical 
scoring of project 

priorities

Programmed projects 
into a 20 year timeline

Documentation & 
community 

engagement -
ongoing



Five Criteria for Common Cent Corridor Selection

Regional Criteria

• Transitway Corridors
• Freight Connections
• Pedestrian Safety and 

Access
• Connections to the 

River
• Regional Trails

Selection Principles

• Safety
• Geographic Distribution
• Construction 

Readiness
• Fiscal Constraint







Agency Collaboration

● Agency coordination & geographic 
considerations
○ Partner agency project plans can 

influence timing of Common Cent 
projects

○ Geographic constraints of delivering 
projects too close to one another



Lowest Hanging Fruit

● Existing projects in the Capital 
Improvement Plan (CIP)

● The City had already been advancing 
several projects prior to Common Cent 
being approved by voters



Technical Scoring

● Technical review & project scoring
○ Factors included asset condition 

needs, transportation system needs 
and equity and community needs

● Technical scores provide a starting point for 
understanding priorities







Each Stage of Common Cent is Five Years

● The program is divided into four stages of five years in length
● Each project will be placed in a year for construction within the CIP process

Stage 4 
2040-
2044

Stage 3 
2035-
2039

Stage 2 
2030-
2034

Stage 1 
2024-
2029



Stage 1
Map outlines all projects in 2024-2029

Project 
Num. Corridor Name Extents

1c Grand Avenue Fairview to Snelling

9 Jackson Street
University to 
Pennsylvania

13 University Avenue I35E to Lafayette

4a Earl Street Maryland to Minnehaha
11 Pelham Boulevard Franklin to MRB
4b Earl Street Minnehaha to Burns
5a Arlington Avenue Jackson to Payne
2f Summit Avenue MRB to Fairview
5b Arlington Avenue Wheelock to Jackson

14b Maryland Avenue Como Blvd to Dale
2e Summit Avenue Fairview to Hamline

14a Maryland Avenue Dale to Rice (County)
22b E. 7th Street Clarence to Hazel





Stage 2
Projects in 2030-2034

Project 
Num. Corridor Name Extents

2d Summit Avenue Hamline to Lexington
16 Cesar Chavez Street Wabasha to Bancroft

22a E. 7th Street Minnehaha to Clarence
15R Vandalia Street Bridge
1d Grand Avenue Cretin to Fairview
6b Shepard Road Madison to Elway

23a Marshall Avenue Grotto to Western
1R Grand Avenue Bridge

1b Grand Avenue Snelling to Lexington
6a Shepard Road TH 5 to Madison
8a Como Avenue Dale to Rice (County)
1a Grand Avenue Lexington to Dale
8b Como Avenue Maryland to Dale

10a Cretin Avenue I94 to MRB
2c Summit Avenue Lexington to Victoria
7 Burns Avenue Earl to TH 61

21a Transfer Road Ellis to Prior

21b Ellis Avenue
Vandalia to Transfer 
Road



Stage 3
Projects in 2035-2039

Project 
Num. Corridor Name Extents

2b Summit Avenue Victoria to Western
3b Hamline Avenue University to Summit

17a Minnehaha Avenue
Lexington to Pierce 
Butler

2a Summit Avenue Western to Kellogg
17b Minnehaha Avenue Simpson to Lexington
23b Marshall Avenue Lexington to Grotto

3c Hamline Avenue
Pierce Butler to 
University

15 Vandalia Street Capp Rd to I94

17c Minnehaha Avenue Prior to Simpson
3a Hamline Avenue Summit to Randolph
5c Arlington Avenue Victoria to Wheelock
20 Territorial Road Cromwell to Vandalia

10b Cretin Avenue MRB to Jefferson
18a Phalen Boulevard Mississippi to Payne
22c Stillwater Avenue Hazel to McKnight



Stage 4
Projects in 2040-2044

Project 
Num. Corridor Name Extents

10c Cretin Avenue
Jefferson to Ford 
Parkway

18b Phalen Boulevard Payne to Earl
24 Kellogg Blvd Wabasha to Sibley
6c Shepard Road Eagle Pkwy to Sibley

18c Phalen Boulevard Earl to Johnson Parkway
12 Ruth Street Minnehaha to Burns
19 Cleveland Avenue Ford Parkway to MRB



Full 
Program 
Map

Map outlines all 
four stages of 
Common Cent 
implementation



Next Steps



Common Cent Street Improvement Programming 
Plan in development.
● Additional coordination with other 

City of Saint Paul divisions ongoing
● Public engagement coming winter 

2025/2026
● Anticipate finalizing the plan in 2026



Questions?
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