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REGIONAL CONNECTIONS

Robert Piram 
Regional Trail
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The Robert Piram Regional Trail is 
expected to become part of the
Multi-State Mississippi River Trail.

Introduction

Aerial view of trail within the context of the City of Saint Paul.

The Robert Piram Regional Trail will be a 3.4 mile long* public 
transportation and recreational linking trail corridor that will connect 
Harriet Island and Lilydale Regional Park and their trails to the south 
portion of the City and beyond to Kaposia Landing Park in the City of 
South St. Paul. In addition to the Mississippi River Trail (MRT) in South 
St. Paul, the trail will become a part of four existing St. Paul systems:
1.   The existing inter city trail system that provides both transportation 
and recreational trail connections between city public parks.
2.   The Great River Passage, St. Paul’s planned vision for a comprehensive 
riverfront park system that will synergistically connect the natural and 
urban ecologies of St. Paul.
3.   The Mississippi National River and Recreation Area (MNRRA) a
National Park encompassing 72 miles of Mississippi River basin.
4.   The Mississippi River Trail (MRT) is a multi-state transportation and 
recreational trail that begins at the headwaters of the Mississippi River 
and extends through ten states on its way to the Gulf of Mexico. MnDOT 
is supporting the trail and recognizes that the goal of developing a multi-
state	national	trail	brings	both	quality	of	life	and	economic	benefits	to	St.	
Paul and the entire metropolitan region.
. 
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PROJECT BACKGROUND

REGIONAL TRAIL PLANS: 
Connec t ion  f rom Har r ie t  I s land  to  South  Sa in t  Pau l  has  been iden t i f ied  by  mu l t ip le  p lann ing  documents 
f rom the  Nat iona l  Park  Serv ice ,  Met ro  Area  Tra i l s  and  the  Grea t  R iver  Passage & Dakota  County  2030 
Greenway Vis ion ,  and  MnDOT.

2017 MASTER PLAN: 
Prepared  by  the  C i ty  o f  Sa in t  Pau l  Parks  and  Recrea t ion  Depar tment  and  approved by  the  Met ropo l i tan 
Counc i l  i n  Apr i l  2017.   The  Rober t  P i ram Reg iona l  Tra i l  Mas te r  P lan  addresses  the  con ten t  requ i rements 
fo r  Reg iona l  Parks  and  Open Space Master  P lans  fo r  a  “L ink ing  Tra i l ”  as  ou t l ined  by 
Metropol i tan  Counci l ’s  2040 Regional  Parks  Pol icy  P lan

ROBERT PIRAM: 
Tra i l  i s  named in  honor  o f  Rober t  P i ram.  H is  long  career  and  leadersh ip  in  the  C i ty  o f  Sa in t 
Pau l  Parks  and  Recrea t ion  Depar tment  as  i t s  super in tendent /d i rec to r,  he lped  to  shape  suppor t , 
env i ronmenta l  p rograms,  and  preserva t ion  o f  land  a long  the  Miss iss ipp i  R iver.  
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PROJECT TEAM + AGENCY  PARTNERS

FEDERAL: 
Federa l  H ighway Admin is t ra t ion  (FHWA)
MnDOT -  Admin is t ra t ion  o f  Federa l  Fund ing 

LOCAL: 
Loca l  agenc ies  and  areas  where  the  t ra i l 
impac ts  inc lude  the  C i ty  o f  Sa in t  Pau l , 
Dakota  County,  and  Ramsey County.  

Dakota  County  represents  on  the  p ro jec t 
team fo r  work  in  the  C i t ies  o f  South  Sa in t 
Pau l  and  L i l yda le .

PROJECT TEAM: 
Ci ty  o f  Sa in t  Pau l
Dakota  County
Ramsey County
	  

Pr ime:  TKDA
Sub-consu l tan ts :
	 •HKGI 			   •Anderson  Eng ineer ing
	 •106  Group		  •Braun In te r tec
	 •HTPO
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TYPICAL SECTIONS

LILYDALE ROAD:  Rai l road br idge adjacent  to  the  Big  Rivers  Tra i l  connect ion

LILYDALE ROAD:  Across f rom the  Pool  & Yacht  Club

DAKOTA COUNTY
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Roadway Mill & Overlay (Ramsey County)

Eastbound Plato 

ROBERT PIRAM REGIONAL TRAIL

E. Lafayette Rd 
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TYPICAL SECTIONS

PLATO BLVD:  Water  Street  to  Wabasha

PLATO BLVD:  Wabasha to  E .  Lafayet te  Frontage Rd. E .  LAFAYETTE FRONTAGE RD:  P la to  to  Eaton St .

SAINT PAUL
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TRAIL ALIGNMENT -  SEGMENTS C&D SAINT PAUL

Holman F ie ld

Southport  Industr ia l  Area
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TYPICAL SECTIONS

EATON STREET (2 ) :  RR Crossing to  Boardwalk  Br idge 

EATON STREET (1 ) :  Frontage Rd to  RR Crossing

BOARDWALK BRIDGES:  Ai rpor t  Marsh to  Southport  Industr ia l

SAINT PAUL
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TRAIL ALIGNMENT -  SEGMENTS D&E SAINT PAUL

Kaposia  Landing

Dakota  County  /  C i ty  of  South  Saint  Paul

Ramsey County  /  C i ty  of  Sa int  Paul
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TYPICAL SECTIONS SAINT PAUL /  DAKOTA COUNTY

BARGE CHANNEL RD.  (2 ) :  RR Crossing to  Dakota  County

BARGE CHANNEL RD.  (1 ) :  Roadway to  RR Crossing

DAKOTA COUNTY:  To Kaposia  Landing in  South St .  Paul

3’ 8 ’ Tra i l 2 ’ Min
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CHALLENGES +  OPPORTUNITIES

WHAT DO THE FOLLOWING ELEMENTS HAVE IN COMMON?

PROPERTY RIGHTS

PROJECT TIMING AND FUNDS

PARTNERSHIPS 

•	 30 Parcels
•	 18 Different Owner Entities
• 	 11 Agencies 
• 	 Mututal agreement and Condemnation
• 	 All property rights need to be secured before advertisement

•	 Project Extension Request
•	 Availability of Federal Funds and Financing Gap
•	 Property Agreement Timelines

•	 Coordination Across Jurisdictions
• 	 Optimize Financing Sources
•	 Project Phasing and Sequencing
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PROJECT FINANCING 

SOURCES: 
FHWA Sur face  Transpor ta t ion  Gran t  (STP)

Legacy  Funds :  C lean  Water  Land & Legacy  Amendment

Nat iona l  Park  Serv ice :  A l te rna t i ve  Transpor ta t ion  Funds

Met ropo l i tan  Counc i l  Parks  Acqu is i t ion  Oppor tun i ty  Fund (PAOF)

Dakota  County  Loca l  Share

Ramsey County  Transpor ta t ion  Improvement  Program (T IP)

PROJECT BUDGET:  $11M

ESTIMATED SOFT COSTS:  $2-2 .7M
	 •  Inc ludes  des ign  and eng ineer ing ,  R igh t  o f  Way,  &  Pro jec t  Admin is t ra t ion

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COSTS:  $8-8 .3M
	 •  Inc ludes  t ra i l  cons t ruc t ion ,  2  boardwa lk  b r idges ,  roadwork ,  and  pedes t r ian  b r idge
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ANTICIPATED PROJECT TIMELINE

We are 
here

TRAIL 
COMPLETE!

Planning & Development Pre l iminary  & F ina l  Design Tra i l  Construct ion Bid  & Award 

2012-2017
• Federal Funding Application
• Local Funding Sources
• Master Planning Process
• Regional Partnerships
• Concept Development

2015-2018
spring/summer 

2019 2019-2020

Spring 
2021

• Design & Engineering 
• Community Engagement
• Property Rights 
• Administration & Budget

• Bidding Process
• MnDOT & Partner 
    Agency Coordination
• Contract award

• Pre-construction Coordination
• Permitting
• Schedule and Sequence
• Construction Activity
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION & RESOURCES

Project  Managers
	 C i ty  o f  Sa in t  Pau l . . . . . . .Mary  Nor ton 				   mary.nor ton@ci .s tpau l .mn.us
					       . . . . . . . .Anne Gardner 			   anne.gardner@ci .s tpau l .mn.us
	 Dakota  County. . . . . . . . . . . John Sass 				    john .sass@co.dako ta .mn.us  			 
			 
	 TKDA. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mark  Daubenberger 		  mark .daubenberger@tkda.com
	 	 (Eng ineer ing  and Cons t ruc t ion  Admin is t ra t ion) 	

Websi te
	 www.s tpau l .gov /Rober tP i ramReg iona lTra i l 


