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Agenda
Welcome & Introductions 
Project Introduction & Design Process
Project Background & Survey Results
Site Analysis & Concept Planning
Design Preference Activity
Discussion
Next steps
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Project Goal: Create a 
concept plan for improvements 
to Jimmy Lee Play Area to 
improve the play area and 
create a vibrant public space.

Project Overview:

JIMMY LEE 

PLAY AREA

Marshall Ave 

Interstate 94

Lexington Parkw
ay 

O
xford Street

D
unlap Street

Meeting Goals:  
-Introduce the project
-Review survey results, analysis, and concept diagrams. 
-Determine a desired organization of the site for moving forward 
-Determine preferences for the play area and other park amenities to include.
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Design Advisory Committee guidelines:

Who is the Design Advisory Committee?
-A diverse mix of community representatives including property owners, 
adjacent residents, stakeholders and representatives from business, 
finance, institution, and real estate.

Charge of the Design Advisory Committee:
-Advise the design team composed of city staff in the concept development and 
refinement for the Jimmy Lee Play Area.

Role of the Design Advisory Committee:
-Define the community and neighborhood needs of the park site
-Review plan concepts and provide input on major design elements and park themes
-Bring suggestions from area residents to the attention of the project team
-Help communicate project progress to community members
-Provide guidance to the Parks and Recreation design staff on the final design   

recommendations for this project
-Ensure that the full range of local issues are addressed during this design process

Design Advisory Committee process determines the direction of development and 
refinement of concept designs
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Design Advisory Committee guidelines:

How does the Design Advisory Committee process work?

-Decisions for moving forward will be made by consensus.

-Project information will be available to the public on the city website: 
www.stpaul.gov/JimmyLeePlayArea

-Meetings are open to the public. Comments from public outside design advisory 
committee can be sent through email, telephone or by comment card.

-Design Advisory Committee meetings end after design development is 
complete and consensus has been reached for major project elements

Design Advisory Committee process determines the direction of development and 
refinement of concept designs
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Project Schedule:

July – September 2016
- Internal meetings and Discussion
- Community outreach: Pop Up meeting at Family Fun Night, assemble Design 
Advisory Committee, and Manage online survey

October 12, 2016– First Design Advisory Committee Meeting
- Introduce the project, review survey results, discuss site organization options 
and determine main priorities for the site

Mid-December 2016 – Second Design Advisory Committee Meeting
- Review concept plan options, determine main priorities for the project, select 
concept plan to develop
- Introduce consultant to design advisory committee

January 2016 – Final Design Advisory Committee Meeting or Project Open house
- Present final design for Jimmy Lee Play Area

January – April 2017  (tentative)– Develop construction documents

To be determined - 2017 – Bid Project

Summer 2017 (To be determined)– Construction starts
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Project Background

Jimmy Lee Play Area
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Project Background:

- Play ground could be upgraded based on the 
other facilities having a more city-wide appeal

- Small parking lot off of Oxford that could be 
re-purposed

- Winter-Extensive indoor activities exist, no 
outdoor activities at the site

- High quality fenced fields do not allow for 
much site flexibility

Saint Paul Parks and Recreation Facility Inventory and Evaluation (2010):

Site Observations:

The Jimmy Lee/Oxford Recreation Center has the highest recorded attendance in St. 
Paul (343,364 annual visits)
Serves 6183 children ages 0-14 (1/2 mile radius)

- Consider alternate uses for small parking area by the playground
- Consider upgrading playground equipment and making it a larger area 

based on the facility’s city-wide draw
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Project Funding:
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History: 1953 
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History: 1974 
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History: 1985 
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History: 2008 
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History: 2011 
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History: 2011 
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Community engagement

Pop Up Meeting – July 29, 2016 

Mail postcards (400 mailed to neighbors)

Manage online survey 
(82 respondents)

Manage project website

Assemble Design Advisory Committee  

Any other suggestions for more outreach?
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Pop Up Meeting Results:
What will improve this play area to make it a fun and positive space for children and families?:
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Survey Results:
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Site Analysis & 
Neighborhood Context

Jimmy Lee Play Area
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Site Analysis: Neighborhood Context:
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Site Analysis: Constraints and Opportunities

Opportunities:

- Play area is nestled 
within the bowl created 
by surrounding 
topography
- Trees provide ample 
shade
- Play areas are ample 
for each age group
- Picnic Knoll gives nice 
views to surrounding 
fields and neighborhood
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Site Analysis: Constraints and Opportunities
Constraints:
-Sidewalks are 
deteriorating
- Many trees are ash 
trees requiring treatment
- Sand gets kicked 
around
- Weeds growing in sand 
indicate unused areas
- Equipment needs to be 
upgraded to current 
safety standards
- Erosion on hillside from 
trees and steep slopes
- Parking Lot for 11 cars 
is deteriorating
- Previous reports 
indicate soil 
contamination is present 
and will need to be 
addressed during play 
area renovation
- Signage needed to give 
Play Area an identity
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Site Analysis: Constraints and Opportunities
Considerations:

- Removal of parking lot 
creates opportunities for 
more play space

- Topography could be 
utilized for interesting play 
opportunities

- Celebrate the connections 
to the field space, the 
Jimmy Lee building, and the 
neighborhood and create 
safe access ways

- Seating and picnic areas 
could be increased to 
accommodate larger groups

- Create a unique play area 
that will have it’s own 
identity

- Celebrate this vibrant 
space and community!



Jimmy Lee Play Area
design advisory committee

Site Analysis: Constraints and Opportunities
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Site Analysis: Existing Conditions: 5-12 Play area
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Site Analysis: Existing Conditions: Toddler Play area
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Site Analysis: Existing Conditions: Building Entrance
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Site Design: Organizational Concepts: OPTION 1

ORGANIC:
- Curvilinear pathways and play spaces
- Parking lot is converted into an open lawn space for flexible uses
- Toddler zone is nesteld into the hillside
- Big kid zone utilizes the hillside topography
- Seating and picnic areas are scattered throughout
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Site Design: Organizational Concepts: OPTION 2

GRID:
- Pathways have strong geometric lines
- Parking lot is converted into an open lawn and picnic area
- Larger picnic area divides the big kid and toddler play zone
- Big kid zone utilizes the hillside topography
- Two larger picnic areas to accommodate multiple gatherings
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Site Design: Organizational Concepts: OPTION 3

DIAGONAL:
- Pathways are similar to current configuration
- Parking lot remains with 2 less stalls
- Larger picnic area divides the big kid and toddler play zone
- Expanded paving to give more space at the Jimmy Lee entrance
- Large toddler zone is nestled into the hillside
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Play Equipment Images: 
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Play Equipment Images: 
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Play Equipment Images: 
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Concept Images: Play Equipment:
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Discussion

1.Are there any additional themes to inspire the 
design?

2. What are your ideas and desires for this site?

3. What are the priorities for Jimmy Lee Play Area? 
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Moving Forward….

Next Meeting: Mid – December 2016


