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Interpretive Panel at Two Rivers Overlook




Agenda

- Welcome & Introductions
- Committee role and expectations
- Project overview
- Timeline, context and location, goals
- Natural Resources Inventory
- Cultural Resources (history, site significance)
- Engagement to-date
- Online Survey (closes end of October)
- Great River Passage Review
- Priorities identified to date
- Break-out groups

- Review GRP, share your input,
report back to committee

- Wrap up, next steps
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Committee Role

https://www.stpaul.gov/hidden-falls-crosby-farm-master
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Project Overview

- Timeline
- Public input August to November 2018
- Second committee meeting November 2018
- Open House to verify feedback January 2018
- First draft report late January 2019
- Revisions February to April 2019
- Final report approved June 2019

- Approvals by Metropolitan Council, Parks Commissioners
- Pipeline of funding available



Project Overview: Regional Parks

From the Metropolitan Council,

- Regional parks are typically 200-500 acres in size and accommodate a
variety of outdoor recreation activities. There are 42 regional parks in the
metro area. Hidden Falls is 130 ac, while Crosby is 480 ac.

- The regional parks system draws more than 58 million visits every year —
more than the Mall of America. It adds untold value to the livability and
attractiveness of our communities. 530,000 people visit this park annually
(year-round, data from 2017)

- and Park funds come from a variety of sources, including the State of
Minnesota's Clean Water, Land & Legacy Amendment, and the Environment
and Natural Resources Trust Fund.

- Service area is the whole metropolitan area, far beyond the City of St. Paul



Project Overview: Regional Parks
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Numbers correspond to the regional parks listed in Table 3-2
[ Regional Parks Open to Public City and Township Boundaries

Lakes and Rivers [ county Baundaries

Regional Parks as of 2014

Reglonal Parks
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Ancha County Rverfrom Hegonal Pars
Sourior Min Regooal Park

Lok Caonpe Ragonil Park
Mutin-talaed-Linwood |y Regrondl Park
Mizmusippd West Rogonal Pam

Fum River Contral Regronal Pa

Coon Mapuds Dam Fngons Pas

Bayior Regoral Pars

Lako Minnownabta Regiona Fark

Laks Waconis Fegiuny Pk

Lakn Blytlesly Ragrondl Park

Lebanon Hil Reglonal Park

‘Whitetad Woocts Regiona Pas

Above the Fals Regional Park

Cantrt) Mimsssaipp Riverfront Regonal Par
Morsapcis Chain-of -Lakes Raglonad Park
Mnrehaha Regional Park

Nowomm -Hawatha Regonal Park
Thwodanm Wirth Bagoonl Park

Masissippl Gonga Fecional Park

Aot Mansaine Begicnul Fam

Baki Eagle-Otter Lake Hegiocal Park

Long Lako Pogonal Park

Tany Schmid! Regonal Park
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Reglonal Park Implementing Agency
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Th ree Rivers Park Oistrict

Theoe flivers Park Omtrict
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Thvea Rivars Park Distnict

Three Aivers Pasx District
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Washingian County
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Wastington County




Project Overview: Location

Help improve our riverfront parks! Share your input
with St. Paul Parks and Recreation.
See reverse for details.
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Project Overview: Master Plan Goals

Required by Met Council

Allows City to request funding

Respond to nearby development pressures
Identify and reach out to new park visitors
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Project Overview: Previous Master Plan




jc dei: Hidden Falls
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Project Overview: Natural Resources

Draft Natural Resources Inventory
complete for Hidden Falls (by Great
River Greening)
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Preliminary findings show that much of
the park receives a C or D, no area

received an “A” in habitat quality _ ! 3
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Project Overview: Crosby Farm




Project O

verview: Cultural Resources
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- Several local groups volunteer in the park — including MISS
NPS, FMR, GRG

- City works with Conservation Corps of Minnesota — completed
24 acres forest enhancement work in 2017 (Crosby)

- Conservation Corps assisted with 27 acres of herbaceous
species management in 2018, and 18.5 acres of hardwood
trees were planted in 2016 and 2017 (Hidden Falls)

- 100 trees planted at National Public Lands Day in 2017
(Hidden Falls); 800 trees planted throughout 2017

- Goats grazed 24 acres in 2017



Project Overview: Programs

- Many programs and events are held in the park

- St. Paul Parks & Recreation runs day camps and many
partners such as the YMCA and NPS lead events
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Project Overview: Recent Investment

- Hidden Falls - minor repairs to the stone stairs (2007) and stream
restoration (2011), both less than $5,000

- Proposal for Hidden Falls North Asphalt Drive Replacement —
estimated in 2011 to cost $730,000 (not completed)

- Crosby — Elway Parking Lot, ADA curb cuts, and signage — $370,000
— State Legacy Amendment and Watershed District, 2015

- Crosby Pavilion Renovations — $150,000 (approximate cost) — CIB
Capital Maintenance, 2012

- Crosby — West Entrance Parking Lot & Trails — $450,000 —
CIB/CDBG, 2011



Project Overview: Outreach to date

- Great River Passage (2012)

- National Public Lands Day 2017

- Pulling Together WCCO

- Survey (open until end of October)

- National Public Lands Day/Pop Up
Meeting 2018

- West 7th/Fort Road Federation
board meeting

- Cleveland and Montreal PHA
Resident Council

- Additional Focus Groups in
October/November
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Survey Preliminary Results (s responses)

Q3 What do you like best about Hidden Falls / Crosby Farm Regional Park?
MissisSSippi eoat Launch Place riverfront ClOSE t0 HOME Hidden Fatts

LocationeigPathsLake Feelsundeveloped Nature

Wilderness Rive I"Middle of the City Trails creen Space
Q u iet Variety Wi l.d Scenic Peacefu l. Escape PrOXi mity Water Access

What activities do you typically do at this regional park?

Answered: 637 Skippea:
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Please rank these potential improvements from most likely to improve your
use of the park (top/lowest number) to least likely (bottom/highest number):

kipp=a; |44

e Upgrade bathroom

e |Mmprove trail surfaces
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Survey closes November 1, 2018



Great River Passage

- 2012 Master Plan Approved

- Completed/Ongoing:
- New GRP Division
- Crosby entry and parking lots
- Paddleshare
- Ongoing invasive species removal
- Environmental Learning Center
- Wayfinding

- Additional projects specific to Hidden Falls / Crosby Farm



Great River Passage

Hidden Falls - Great River Passage (2012)
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Great River Passage
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BREAK OUT GROUPS

Create a "Big Idea” statement for the park (10 mins)
Review previous park plans (Great River Passage) (5 mins)
List your group’s priority improvements (10 mins)

Choose someone to report back on what you discussed



BREAK OUT GROUPS

Report back on the “big idea” and group priorities



Priorities Identified To-Date

- Restore stairs and falls area at Hidden Falls

- Repair boardwalk and lake paths at Crosby Farm, stabilize flooding
across paths

- Create a park feature that acknowledges the cultural significance and
the meeting of the waters and Bdote

- Restore pavilions and update bathrooms at Hidden Falls
- Add nature-based play area to Hidden Falls

- Wayfinding signs, especially indicating short walking loop in both
parks; add more resting points along trails

- Improve entry, enhance safety at Mississippi River Blvd

- Build a weather-proof shelter for larger groups (safety)
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- Focus groups are meeting October to early November 2018

- Next committee meeting November 2018 — review survey
results, Natural Resources Inventory for Crosby Farm, and
refine priorities list

- Open House January 2019 to review the draft report

- Submit report to Met Council late January

+ Complete report approved June 2019



Your Assignment

Please discuss this project with your
representative groups and bring back their
comments to our next meeting

THANK YOU!

- For up to date information, visit the project website:
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Project Overview: Partnerships

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k [WJgXxRIlg&feature=youtu.be

I EXPLORE NATURE
CLOSE TO HOME
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https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://www.youtube.com/watch?v%3Dk_jWJgXxRlg%26feature%3Dyoutu.be&data=02|01||056aa12925f8489add7a08d61e79ea8f|8157326678a54890adfaea1c02bae4c2|0|0|636729907305991405&sdata=pu1Aevns6WWXJOxXythl932/RnpjkDB0YZHNpJ3%2Bs5o%3D&reserved=0

