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INTRODUCTION

Project Overview:

In 2012, the Margaret Recreation Center building had detertiorated beyond repair 
and subsequently removed.  With the help of the Stewards of Margaret Park 
(STOMP), the City of Saint Paul has been successful in securing funds for park 
improvements at Margaret Park. These improvements may include:

• New restroom facility
• Ball fi eld improvements
• Improved circulation 
• Updated signage

Meeting Goals:

• Review Site Analysis and Community Input From Meeting #1
• Discuss new site layout and Restroom Facility Concepts
• Provide guidance to City Staff on design recommendations. 
• Determine Community Preference for Park and Restroom Concepts
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COMMUNITY INPUT 

PRESERVE ADD REMOVE KEEP IN MIND
• Open fi eld
• Retaining wall’s 
mural
• Playground
• fencing

• Basketball Court
• Soccer fi eld
• Space for volley-
ball
• Splash pad
• Ice rink
• bags for dog waste
• Water fountain
• Trash cans
• Winter activities
• Landscaping – 
garden –butterfl ies 
garden
• Lights for courts
• Ramp for strollers
• Soccer nets
• Native planting
• Rock climbing
• Toys race cars 
tracks
• Garden
• Benches
• Picnic tables

• Baseball fi eld
• Stairs/concrete 
walls

• Traffi c control around 
park corners, espe-
cially on Margaret and 
Earl street
• Neighborhood Kids 
like to bike down the 
hill. 
• Basketball courts are 
noisy and could be-
come an issue
• More programs for 
the park

• Nice planting around 
• Family restroom, 
changing table
• Blow dryers – no paper 
towels
• Hand sanitizer
• Garbage cans
• Water fountain
• Make them safe

RESTROOM
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CONTEXT
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Parkway Little Leage
Baseball League - Neighborhood group

American Indian Magnet School
(greade PreK-8)
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Church of Acts
Evangelical church

7 St. Paul Eastside Seventh-Day Adventist 
Church They haveYouth Soccer Programs
at Margaret Park

7

8 Bethelhem Lutheran Church
8

9

9 Sacred heart Catholic Church

Twin Cities Academy

10 Mounds Park United Methodist

10

5

Skidmore Park
Community Garden

St. Michaels Academy

11

11

People Inc Maghakian Place
Intensive Treatment Service -Mental 
health

1

Duluth & Case Rec Center

Dayton’s Bluff Rec Center

Phalen Regional Park

Indian Mounds
Regional Park

Swede Hollow Park

Historic District

N

*

* Mississippi River

Wilder Rec Center

Arlington Rec Center

12

12 East Side Enterprise Center
Intensive Treatment Service -Mental 
health

Dayton’s Bluffs Neighborhood 
District Council 4
Ward 7

Comercia
l C

orrid
or N Hancock St.

Euclid St.

4th Street

Margaret Park lies at the heart of Dayton’s 
Bluff neighborhood and in the middle of two 
regional parks

A new bikeway runs along Margaret Street 
and connects 7th street business corridor 
with  Johnson Parkway  and the Ground 
Round

Margaret Park could become a destination 
point and resting  area between among 
other community services and recreational 
areas. 

Close to places of worship that program 
activities in  the park

Easy access to public transportation

Serve a residential neighborhood 
with single and multifamily houses.
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SITE ANALYSIS

PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION

PARKING LOT

PLAYING FIELDS

HILLSIDE

CONCRETE 

WALLS

RETAINING WALL MURAL

DRAINAGE

CHAINLINK FENCE 

COMMON BIKE ROUTE

MARGARET STREET
BIKE BOULEVARD

BEECH STREET
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WATER SOURCE

PLAY AREA

PLAY AREA VIEWS

VIEWS FROM MARGARET STREET

NW ENTRANCE - CONSIDER UPDATING EXISTING ENTRY 

SIGN. MAKE ENTRY LESS CONFINING.

SW ENTRANCE - CONSIDER FOR MEMORIAL 

LOCATION

AGRILIME BALLFIELD NOT FREQUENTLY 

USED - CONSIDER FOR REMOVAL

REGRADE AND RESEED

 TO ACCOMMODATE NEW FIELDS

PROVIDE OPPORTUNITIES FOR MULTIPLE 

ATHLETIC ACTIVITIES

16% SLOPE

32% SLOPE

Retaining wall with unfi nished mural 
done by the Community. Consider 
for public art opportunity

Steep hillside complicates potential 
ADA accessible circulation within 
the park.

STEEP SLOPES ON THE HILLSIDE SEPARATE THE TWO MAIN 

PARK AREAS AND ARE POPULAR FOR SLEDDING, 

WALLS REMAINING FROM RECREATION 

CENTER. CONSIDER SELECTIVE REMOVAL TO 

IMPROVE SITE LINES TO MARGARET STREET.       

Consider removal of light post at 
base of the hill.

Parking lot rarely used by park 
users.  Used by Food truck during 
summer programs.  

Existing chain-link fence prevents 
sledding over retaining wall

Consider parking lot retaining wall 
for public art opportunity

Existing chain-link fence along Earl 
Street protects active reaction from 
entering Earl St.

ADDITIONAL NOTES:
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CONCEPT BUBBLE DIAGRAM

PLAY AREA

HILLSIDE
BALL FIELDS

NEW ENTRY SIGN

MEMORIAL 

LOCATION

PARKING LOT

RESTROOM
PICNIC 

AREA

RESTROOM LOCATION 
CONNECTED TO PARKING, 
PICNIC AND PLAY AREAS WITH 
ADA ACCESSIBLE ROUTES

ABSENSE OF WALKWAY KEEPS 
HILLSIDE INTACT FOR SLEDDING

RESTORE ATHLETIC FIELDS 
WITH NATURAL TURF FOR MORE 
FLEXIBLE PLAYING SURFACE

NEW RESTROOM LOCATED IN 
CLOSE PROXIMITY TO PLAY 
AREA.

RESEED HILLSIDE FOR 
EROSION CONTROL.

ADA ACCESSIBLE
PATH

NEW ENTRY SIGN AT NW 
CORNER OF PARK TO UPDATE 
EXISTING

RESTROOM CLEARLY VISIBLE 
FROM ALL AMMENITIES 

MEMORIAL LOCATED ON SW 
CORNER OF THE PARK TO 
COMMEMORATE ROGER TETU’S 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 
COMMUNITY

NOTES:
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PROJECT DISCUSSION

1. Add a restroom facility – 1 stall – ADA access – drinking fountain - close to play area
2. Remove part of the remaining building structure and retrofi t the access through the stairs (if         
   funding allows)
3. Stabilize slope and adapt it for winter activities 
4. Renovate play fi eld for multipurpose activities like soccer, softball, volleyball and football
5. Add a new Park Sign
6. Add a memorial for Roger Tetu with landscaping
7. Add site furnishing: picnic table, benches
8. Remove agrilime infi eld 
9. Parking Lot - Undecided
10. Preserve sledding hill
11. Prefer shade trees over planting shrub plantings
12. Public art Piece - Retaining wall mural or 
      pavement poetry
13. Improve Site Lines!

Project Scope (REVIEW)



SOCCER FIELD

    210’  x 120’
SOCCER FIELD

    210’  x 120’

SOCCER FIELD

    300’  x 180’

VOLLYBALL

   

ROGER TETU MEMORIAL
• BENCH AND PLAQUE
• BUTTERFLY GARDEN
• IMPROVE SW ACCESS 

UPDATE ENTRY SIGN

• OPEN UP NW CORNER

BALLFIELDS
• REGRADE AND SEED
• REMOVE AGRILIME
• PRESERVE BACKSTOP
• PROVIDE SPACE FOR A
• VARIETY OF ACTIVITIES

PRESERVE SLEDDING HILL
• REMOVE LIGHT POST
• REMOVE BOLLARDS
• REMOVE CONCRETE WALK 

PRESERVE STAIRWAY ACCESS

EXISTING PARKING LOT

EXISTING PLAY AREA

EXISTING ORNAMENTAL FENCE

EXISTING RETAINING WALL

MURAL

EXISTING MARGARET 

RECREATION CENTER

RETAINING WALL
• PRESERVE. 
• CONSIDER FOR PUBLIC ART 
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ENTRY SIGN SAMPLE

• PARK NAME
• ACTIVITIES
• ADDRESS

SHOWN WITH CONCEPT 2

NORTH
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PARK LAYOUT - OVERALL

REMOVE LIGHT POLE AT BASE OF SLEDDING HILL. 

REGRADE AND RESEED SLOPE IN SOME AREAS FOR 

EROSION CONTROL 

PRESERVE STAIRS, AND SELECTIVELY REMOVE 

WALLS TO IMPROVE SITE LINES TO MARGARET 

STREET.       

44 55



CONCEPT 1

CONCEPT 2
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PROCESS



BATHROOM BUILDING
• FACES FRANK STREET
• KEEPS SITE LINES OPEN TO THE PLAY AREA AND 

MARGARET STREET
• FACILITY CLEARLY VISIBLE FROM LOWER FIELDS

BENCHES

PICNIC TABLE 

TRASH/RECYCLING

ORNAMENTAL TREES (5)

PLANTING BEDS (2)
• LOW PLANTINGS FOR VISIBILITY

CANOPY TREES (6)

PATIO SPACE
• PICNIC TABLES CLOSE TO PLAY AREA
• PAVEMENT GAMES (OPTIONAL)
• SPACE FOR BIKE RACKS
• PAVED ACCESS FROM MARGARET ST., FRANK ST., 

AND PLAY AREA

OPEN SPACE

EXISTING PLAY AREA

EXISTING ORNAMENTAL FENCE

EXISTING RETAINING WALL

EXISTING TREES
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PARK LAYOUT - CONCEPT 1



BATHROOM BUILDING
• FACES THE PARK
• KEEPS SITE LINES OPEN TO THE PLAY AREA AND 

MARGARET STREET
• MIGHT BE HARDER TO SEE FACILITY FROM THE 

FIELDS

BENCHES

PICNIC TABLE 

TRASH/RECYCLING

ORNAMENTAL TREES (5)

PLANTING BEDS (4)
• LOW PLANTINGS FOR VISIBILITY

CANOPY TREES (6)

PATIO SPACE
• OPTIONAL PICNIC AREA
• PAVEMENT GAMES
• SPACE FOR BIKE RACKS
• PAVED ACCESS FROM MARGARET ST., FRANK ST., 

AND PLAY AREA

EXISTING PARKING LOT

EXISTING PLAY AREA

EXISTING ORNAMENTAL FENCE

EXISTING RETAINING WALL

EXISTING TREES
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PARK LAYOUT - CONCEPT 2



PATIO PLANTING BEDS ORNAMENTAL TREES

NON-NATIVE

CRABAPPLE
JAPANESE TREE LILAC

SERVICEBERRY

PERENNIAL

ROCK GARDEN

LOW SHRUBS

NATIVE

CLEAN EDGES

BUTTERFLY GARDEN
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PLANTING OPTIONS/DETAILS
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THANK YOU


