
UNIVERSALLY ACCESSIBLE PLAY AREA | VICTORIA PARK

Meeting #2 - August 3, 2016



Universally Accessible Play Area 
Design Advisory Committee 

Agenda
August 3, 2016 – 781 Palace Avenue

6:00 to 8:00 pm

1.	Welcome (6:00 pm) 

2.	Recap from Meeting #1 (6:05 – 6:15pm)

3.	Presentation of Concept Plans (6:15 – 7:00 pm)

4.	Discussion on  Concept Plans (7:00 - 8:00 pm)

5.	Questions / Next Steps

			   a.	Meeting 1 – Site tour, discuss goals and objectives, site analysis
			   b.	Meeting 2 - Conceptual drawings based on goals and objectives 
	 	 	 c.	Meeting 3 – Refined concepts based on feedback 
				    (September 7th)
	 	 	 d.	Open House – Presentation of final concept(s) to larger audience
				    (October 5th)
	 	 	 e.	Meeting 4 – Final concept reflecting comments from Open House 
				    (November 2nd)
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VICTORIA PARK UNIVERSALLY ACCESSIBLE PLAY AREA
SCHEDULE
Updated: 06/20/2016
City of Saint Paul Department of Parks and Recreation

MARCH 2016 (PRESENT) - 2017
MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE
1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 3 10 17 24 31 7 14 21 28 4 11 18 25 2 9 16 23 30 6 13 20 27 4 11 18 25 29 1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23 30 7 14 21 28 4 11 18 25

RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS (4 WEEKS)
Kick-Off Meeting
Community Input and survey
Order updated topo survey
Site Analysis
Opportunities and Constraints
Analysis Presentation / Program Development

SCHEMATIC DESIGN (8-10 WEEKS)
Spatial diagrams/ concepts
Preliminary Schematic Design
Develop schematic design
Schematic Design Presentation Prep
Refine Schematic/ Cost Estimates

SITE PLAN (4 WEEKS)
Schematic Plan refinement for master plan
Master Plan Presentation Prep

DESIGN DEVELOPMENT | CONTRACT DOCUMENTS (9 WEEKS)
Contract with architect
Incorporate Master Plan comments
Design Development 50% Planset
Refine 50% CD cost estimate
90% CDs and Cost Estimate for Internal Review / Site Plan Review
Internal Review / Site Plan Review / Permitting
Specifications
100% Planset
Bidding Preparation

BIDDING

AWARD
Contract Compliance Forms, Bond/Insurance
Preconstruction Meeting

CONSTRUCTION

Design Advisory Meetings

Community Open House

Important milestones

PROJECT PROCESS
2017
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Possible holding period  if 
fundraising goals not met.
Construction to begin 
Spring 2018.
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HigHland Park access Trail
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access

river overlook

bird HabiTaT/MoisT soil
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exisTing Tunnel under 
sHePard rd.

exisTing weTland
sHrub carr weTland

recenT crosby regional Park 
acquisiTion area-Trail 

connecTion

waTer cHannel down bluff

oPen waTer weTland

fuTure sHePard road 
Tunnel

resTing area

HisToric quarry inTerPreTive 
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coMbined bike/Ped Trail wiTH 
HisToric/inTerPreTive eleMenTs
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grP canoe and kayak dock

Mowed Turf 
oPen sPace

Mowed Turf 
oPen sPace

MulTi-use aTHleTic 
field

nova classical acadeMy

Park enTrance

overlook wiTH 
seaTing

enTry signs

downTown 
access

40 car Parking loT

river side gaTHering area

norTH Picnic area

souTH Picnic area

•	 resTrooMs
•	 sHelTer
•	 Play area/sPlasH Pad

•	 resTrooMs
•	 sHelTer
•	 Play area
•	 canoe/kayak 

sTorage

coMMuniTy gardens

ravine bridge overlook

canoe/kayak sTorage

recirculaTing waTer 
TreaTMenT

sledding bowl

waTer Plaza/Park 
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60 car Parking loT

Park enTrance

MississiPPi river access 
Trail

naTive Prairie PlanTing

saM Morgan regional Trail
exPlore ada access To  vicToria Park

Active PArk

PASSive PArk

•	 generally defined as area 
norTH of rail road Tracks

•	 generally defined as area 
souTH of rail road Tracks

Re c a p - M a s t e r  P l a n



VICTORIA PARK
U n i v e r s a l l y  A c c e s s i b l e  P l a y  A r e a Project Manager:  Alice Messer | Cheeneng Yang

Contact: 651-266-6412 | 651-266-6414
Email: Alice.Messer@ci.stpaul.mn.us | Cheeneng.Yang@ci.stpaul.mn.us A u g u s t  3 ,  2 0 1 6

Re c a p  -  S i t e  A n a l y s i s

Existing RR bridge - provides important 
connection for pedestrians/bicycles between 

park.  Maintain access, but important to 
note low clearance (9’) does not allow fire 

access to southern side of Victoria Park.  
Explore utilizing at-grade crossing to SW 

for emergency vehicular access.

Drainage to be directed to existing 
wetland - explore recirculating storm 

water treatment options so as to 
integrate storm water into park design

Wetland and existing vegetation create 
barrier to site access from Montreal 

Avenue. Explore ways to cross. Wetland 
provides an opportunity for wildlife 

observation.

Bird habitat/moist soil cell constructed 
for passive activities such as walking 

and wildlife observation.

Drainage to be directed towards 
existing wetland and away from river 

bluff.  

Major entrance into Victoria Park 
- views across site to be considered.  

Explore ways to define entrance into 
park.

Multi-modal park access route as 
illustrated in Great River Passage 

plan - slow speed on Otto Avenue and 
provide pedestrian/bike facilities.

Important connection to Sam Morgan 
Regional Trail and Mississippi River 
valley overlook.

Residential & 
Parking Lot Under 
Construction

Victoria Park 
Apartments

Nova Classical 
Academy

Sholom Home

Mississippi 
Market

Summit Brewing 
Company
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ADRIAN ST
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AY 

HATHAWAY ST

M
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ROGERS AVE

Mississippi River

Canadian Pacific railroad provides 
barrier between northern and southern 
side of site.

Proposed Great River Passage 
Mississippi River canoe/kayak access 
point.

Existing 12’ wide paved path down bluff 
- 8% slope is not ADA complaint, but 
important access point down bluff.

Invasive plant species currently populate 
existing bluff. Provides opportunity to 
remove invasive plant population to 
re-establish and restore the bluff with 
native plant species.

Overlook opportunity - view of 
Mississippi River Valley.

Major pedestrian access 
point from northeast 
residents.

Only access point from public transportation - views of site 
blocked by Sholom Home and no direct pedestrian access 
- enhanced pedestrian access into site important as well as 
maintaining pedestrian access with future Sholom expansion. 

Extension of Stewart Street to provide public utilities and 
access to southern side of Victoria Park and future HRA 
development including the construction of a parking lot 
providing four ADA parking spaces.

Soften rip rap and explore storm water 
redesign options.

Critical Connection

Critical Access

Drainage Pattern

Barrier

Critical Pathways

Critical Roadway
Connections

Legend

Future location of play area and 
restroom / picnic facilities.

Existing tunnel under Shepard Road.
Provides pedestrian/bicycle 

connections .
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2016 VICTORIA PARK TRAIL CONSTRUCTION

NATIVE PRAIRIE PLANTING

EXISTING TRAIL

2016 PARKING LOT - 50 PARKING SPACES

DOWNTOWN
ACCESS

*

*

UNIVERSALLY ACCESSIBLE PLAY AREA | SOUTH PICNIC AREA
	 • RESTROOMS
	 • SHELTER
	 • CANOE/KAYAK STORAGE

EXISTING WETLAND

FUTURE TRAIL DEVELOPM
ENT

BIRD HABITAT/MOIST SOIL CELLS
	 • CONSTRUCTED 2015

VICTORIA PARK 
APARTMENTS

FUTURE D
EVELO

PM
ENT

2016 - R
EMOVAL O

F 

IN
VASIVE PLANT SPECIES BY 

GREAT RIVER G
REENIN

G

ROAD & PA
RKIN

G LO
T: S

PRIN
G 2016

TRAIL: SPRING 2016

TRAIL: FA
LL 2016

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT
• PRELIMINARY  STORM-WATER 

ENGINEERING

VICTORIA PARK 
APARTMENTS

N 100’-0”50’-0”

1” = 100’-0”

200’-0” 300’-0”
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G o a l s  a n d  O b j e c t i v e s

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

MISSION STATEMENT

Promote an active lifestyle for ALL play area site users
		  o		  Provide a variety of play types for all ages, abilities, developmental stages, and seasons
		  o		  Provide opportunities to improve human performance, health, wellness, and social participation
		
Promote access, safety, and comfort for all users
	 	 o	 	 Provide a sense of enclosure to define the play space and security
		  o		  Create a prominent entrance point for all users to enter and exit together
	 	 o	 	 Provide adequate space to comfortably allow wheelchairs/walkers/strollers to access the site and play elements
	 	 o	 	 Provide seating, shade, restrooms, and drinking water to enhance users experience
		  o		  Provide seamless transitions between play spaces
		  o	     Use colors to define spaces without physical barriers

Promote the educational opportunities of play
		  o		  Utilize different materials and textures that foster learning
		  o		  Encourage early literacy through play

Promote the therapeutic opportunities of play
		  o		  Utilize different materials for therapeutic opportunities
		  o		  Engage the primary senses of sight, sound, touch, and smell, as well as, human biomechanics including movement, balance, tactile, spinning, sliding, swinging, and swaying
		  o		  Provide a variety of play activities and environments to encourage social interaction, collaborative play, and a sense of achievement

Promote the environmental opportunities of Victoria Park
		  o		  Visually connect site to the Mississippi River and surrounding environment
		  o		  Utilize existing topography (or create new topography) to provide play value and offer vantage points
		  o		  Protect the bluff line and Critical Area Guidelines
	 	 o	 	 Foster the connection between Victoria Park and the wildlife corridor including that of migratory birds
		

	

To develop a play area that is accessible to all.
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C o n c e p t  1  ( S c u l p t u r a l )

RESTROOMS 

PLAY STRUCTURE -
5 -12 YEAR OLD

PLAY STRUCTURE -
2-5 YEAR OLD

PICNIC AREA

MAIN ENTRANCE

ROCK SCRAMBLE

FENCING/WALL 
AROUND PLAY AREASETBACKLINE

40’

PLAY AREA:
32,380 SQ. FT.

PLANTING AREA

PARKING

SAND/WATER PLAY

PAVED TRAIL

Unique restrooms that define entrance into play area. 

Sand and water play promoting social interaction and tactile stimulation.

Central play element with tree house theme.

Play area with defined place spaces surrounded by vegetation.

Sculptural play element relating to natural environment.

N 25’-0”

1” = 25’-0”

50’-0” 100’-0”
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C o n c e p t  2  ( N a t u r e  b a s e d )

Informal pathway though native plantings.

MAIN ENTRANCE

PICNIC AREA

SWING AREA 

RESTROOMS
2-5 PLAY AREA

PLAY MOUND-
5 -12 YEAR OLD

ROCK HIDE-A-WAY

“MISTING” BOULDERS COMBINED 
WITH STREAM PLAY

“NATURE” PATH

“Misting” boulders to offer relief from heat.

Stream play.  Include sand play as well.

Utilize landforms in play area.

Central play element promotes wildlife observation along flyway.Use of natural materials.

PLAY AREA:
39,600 SQ. FT.

SETBACK
LINE

40’

VEGETATIVE BUFFER AROUND 
PLAY AREA

N 25’-0”

1” = 25’-0”

50’-0” 100’-0”
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C o n c e p t  3  ( T r a d i t i o n a l )

PLAY STRUCTURE -
2 -5 YEAR OLD

PICNIC SHELTER -
CONNECTED TO PLAY STRUCTURE

SAND / WATER PLAY

ZIP LINE

VARIOUS PLAY EVENTS
(SPINNING, SWAYING, ETC)

RESTROOMS

PICNIC AREA OVERLOOKING RIVER

FENCING/VEGETATIVE BUFFER

PAVED TRAIL

Picnic shelter is “gateway” into play area with ramped connection to surrounding play elements.

PLAY AREA:
44,820 SQ. FT.

SETBACK 
LINE

40’

Water play.  Use different textures for tactile play.

Accessible zip line. Spinning play event.N 25’-0”

1” = 25’-0”

50’-0” 100’-0”
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		  1) Discuss the three concepts.  
					     		  What elements do you like or not like? 
							       What elements are missing?

		  2)  Discuss style and/or theme of play area.  
							       Nature theme?
							       More colorful?
							       More modern?
							       Other
	
		  3) Discuss location of picnic shelter and restrooms in relation to play area.

		  4) Discuss play area “must haves”. 

      5) Discuss ways to integrate public art into play area.

		  6) Other comments.

		

				    GROUP DISCUSSION
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THANK YOU! 

Next meeting : 
				    Wednesday, September 7, 2016
				    6:00 - 8:00 pm at Palace Recreation Center


