
 

 
 

Find St. Paul  
Natural  

Resources 
Online! 

 
Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/
saintpaulnaturalre-

sources 
 

Instagram: 
www.instagram.com/
saintpaulnaturalre-

sources 
 

Blog: 
www.restoresaintpaul. 

blogspot.com  
 

Meetup: 
www.meetup.com/

explore-outdoors-stp 
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ExploraTots 

Wednesday, June 14, 2017 
10:00 AM to 11:30 AM 
Phalen Lakeside Center 
1530 Phalen Drive 
 
Follow the path from the parking 
lot up to the building's 2nd floor 
entrance. 
 

Trout Brook Dragonfly & Macro 

Bonanza 

Wednesday, June 21, 2017 

10:00am –12:00pm 

Trout Brook Nature  

Sanctuary, 1200 Jackson St 

 

We'll be set up near the Rose 

Street entrance.  

 
Bruce Vento EcoSteward 
Thursday, June 22, 2017 
5:30-7:00pm 
Bruce Vento Nature  
Sanctuary 
4th St E, St Paul, MN 55106 
RSVP: https://goo.gl/4ff5FH 

 

 

Environmental Programs  

Calendar 

 

 

 

Family Fishing Night at 

Phalen 

Wednesday, July 5, 2017 
6:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
Lake Phalen Regional Park, 
1600 Phalen Dr 

 
We will be near the picnic 
shelter on the island just 
north of the Picnic Pavilion 
building. 
 
 
Visit our Meetup site for 
more events throughout the 
summer! 

These  programs 

are funded in full or 

in part by the Clean 

Water, Land and 

Legacy Amend-

ment and REI. 

The Arts and Gardens Program is Restructuring 

In an effort to promote the 

many benefits of gardens 

and gardening, Saint Paul 

Natural Resources will be 

providing more garden edu-

cation opportunities to peo-

ple Saint Paul. Pollinator gar-

dens, rain gardens, vegeta-

ble gardens, and other gar-

dens can do great things for 

our city, and we want to 

make sure residents under-

stand those benefits and how 

they can participate. 

With the departure of Mark 

Granlund, former Arts and 

Gardens Coordinator, Saint 

Paul Natural Resources saw 

an opportunity to restructure 

that position and hired Mary 

Henke-Haney as an Educa-

tion Coordinator to coordi-

nate garden education pro-

grams and community gar-

den activities on parkland.  

Mary started working for 

Saint Paul Natural            

Resources in 2012 as a sea-

sonal Natural Resource 

Technician for the Environ-

mental Services program, 

and has worked for the    

Environmental Education 

Program since 2014. 

       Mary teaching about frogs and their habitat. 

 

For over fifteen years the 
Blooming Saint Paul Pro-
gram has been an avid 
employer of youth employ-
ment initiatives. The Right 
Track Program, launched 
in 2014, connects Saint 
Paul youth with meaning-
ful training, work, and ca-
reer exploration opportuni-
ties so they are better pre-
pared to thrive in the work-
force. Each year, our pro-
gram hires up to twelve 
youth that assist with gar-
dening and landscaping 
initiatives throughout the 
Downtown area of Saint 
Paul. The program not 
only helps prepare them 
for the workplace, but also 
it teaches them valuable 
skills in horticulture and 
gardening. The youth are 
exposed to a variety of 
knowledge and taught 

several skills from how to 
properly plant flowers, to 
what is the perfect mulch 
depth, to learning about 
plant biology and how they 
thrive! Our horticulture 
academy teaches the youth 
everything from cold hardi-
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ness zones, what is a per-
ennial vs. annual, native 
plants vs cultivated plants, 
soil wellness to choosing 
ecologically and pollinator 
friendly plants that help 
keep our bees, butterflies 
and birds happy!  

New Summer Day Camp to Launch at Hidden Falls 
Over 100 Saint Paul youth 

will have the opportunity to 

connect to the Mississippi 

River, bluffs, and floodplain 

forest close to home this 

summer, thanks to a partner-

ship between the City of 

Saint Paul, the YMCA, and 

the National Park Service. 

The team is developing a 

day camp program at Hid-

den Falls Regional Park as 

part of Saint Paul’s   Cities 

Connecting Children to Na-

ture (CCCN) initiative, which 

aims to address barriers to 

outdoor experiences. These 

barriers are disproportionate-

ly felt by communities of   

color and low-income fami-

lies, so scholarships will be 

offered to qualifying youth 

through local youth-serving 

organizations to make the 

camp more accessible. Saint 

Paul Natural Resources will 

provide planning assistance, 

environmental education, 

and volunteering opportuni-

ties as part of this one-week 

pilot program. Other organi-

zations, such as Tips      

Outdoors Foundation and 

Wilderness Inquiry, will of-

fer fishing and canoeing. If 

the pilot is successful, the 

camp will expand to serve 

more youth in the coming 

years. 

               Right Track kids working at Harriet Island 
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Saint Paul Forestry has be-
gun its annual planting of 
city boulevards. Trees are 
planted from April through 
June and again in October 
and November. Planting 
occurs over these months 
as to avoid the 
harsh summer 
heat that can low-
er the rate of sur-
vivability in newly 
planted trees. 
Saint Paul plants 
its boulevards on a 
rotation; every 
planning district is 
planted once eve-
ry five years. 
About 1,500 
boulevard trees 
will be planted in 
2017. This year, 
Districts 2, 6, and 
9 will be planted 
(Figure 1).  
 
Forestry is working 
to diversify Saint 

Paul’s urban forest by 
planting a wider variety of 
species. Species diversifi-
cation is advantageous 
because it improves the 
urban forest’s resiliency to 
climate change and inva-

sive species. Below is a 
chart (Figure 2) that shows 
the various percentages of 
tree genera planted along 
city boulevards this year.  

Boulevard Tree Planting 

Figure 1: Map of City of Saint Paul Boulevard Planting Rotation 

Figure 2: Pie chart of the tree genera to be planted in Saint Paul 

boulevards in 2017. 
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Plan to save your ash or cut your ash down…hire an arborist! 

As of April 2017, nearly all of St. Paul ash trees are within the buffer zone of Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) infesta-
tion.  This means that if you haven’t created a management plan for your ash tree already, this should be the 
year you determine a plan before it is too late.  If you do so choose to manage your ash trees, consider hiring 
an ISA Certified Arborist who can offer the help you need.  Find one at www.isa-arbor.com/faca/
findArborist.aspx.    
 
For a complete article with tips on the arborist section process visit the St. Paul Tree Advisory Panel’s April 
2017 blog at: http://www.treeadvisorypanel.org/tree-reports.  
 
Visit the City of St. Paul’s page for complete Emerald Ash Borer info:  www.stpaul.gov/departments/parks-
recreation/natural-resources/forestry/disease-pest-management#emerald  

Another Successful Volunteer Cleanup 
We had another success-

ful year of cleaning up our 

parks! It was our 31st   

Annual Citywide Spring 

Cleanup and we had an-

other huge turnout. 1,600 

people to be exact!  On 

Saturday, April 22 volun-

teers from across the City 

of Saint Paul came out to 

help beautiful their parks 

and streets by picking up 

trash uncovered after the 

snow melted. Thank you to 

everyone who participated!  

A special thanks to our com-

munity partners who served 

as Site Hosts for the event: 

JCI St. Paul, Northern Tier 

Family of Companies, Con-

servation Corps of Minnesota 

& Iowa, College Nannies and 

Tutors, Frogtown Green, 

Friends of Hamline Park, 

Right Track 

and Summit

-University 

Planning 

Council. 

And thanks 

to our spon-

sors: Chi-

nook Book,  

SuperMom 

and Peace 

Coffee.  

Update from Environmental Services 
Take a walk through 

a natural area here in 

St. Paul and you are 

likely to find a num-

ber of oak species 

(like bur, red, and 

white oak) and their 

diverse leaves blan-

keting the ground. 

You might find a 

lonely oak amongst 

grasses and forbs, or 

a denser oak forest. 

The oaks and other 

plants historically 

found in the oak sa-

vanna and oak forest 

communities depend 

on periodic disturb-

ance, usually fire, 

which slows the es-

tablishment of hard-

woods. Without disturb-

ance in an oak savanna, 

for example, hardwoods 

will encroach and shade 

out the grasses and forbs 

that do not tolerate shade.  

In 2017 volunteers and 

staff will be planting many 

oak trees in our parks! But 

why preserve and restore 

our oak savannas and 

forests? Well, oaks are 

really important to a lot of 

different organisms. Many 

people know that acorns 

are an important food 

source for animals - over 

one hundred species of 

vertebrates are known to 

eat acorns here in the US. 

But did you also know that 

deer will browse oak twigs 

and young shoots, that oak 

snags can provide great 

shelter for mammals and 

birds, and that oaks are a 

“pollinator friendly” plant? 

Over 500 species of butter-

fly and moth utilize oaks as 

larval food plants! They lay 

their eggs on oak leaves, 

and after emerging caterpil-

lars will feed on the leaves. 

In this way, oaks help many 

pollinator species in the 

beginning life stages, 

providing habitat and food.  

Restoring oaks in our parks 

can benefit us all, for their 

beauty and the habitat and 

resources they pro-

vide...even to pollinators!  


