
Agenda Item IV. B. 
HPC File# 16-034 

 1 

CITY OF SAINT PAUL 
HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

 

FILE NAME:  190 Fifth Street East – Gordon and Ferguson Building 
DATE OF APPLICATION:  August 11, 2016 
APPLICANT:  Elizabeth Gales, Hess, Roise and Company 
OWNER: Ryan Sailer - TP Sibley, LLC 
ARCHITECT: Ryan DuPuis, Kaas Wilson Architects 
DATE OF REVIEW:  August 25, 2016 
HPC SITE/DISTRICT: Lowertown Heritage Preservation District (1867-1929) 
CATEGORY:  Contributing 
CLASSIFICATION:  Building Permit & Electrical Permit 
STAFF INVESTIGATION AND REPORT:  Christine Boulware 

DATE:  August 19, 2016 

A. SITE DESCRIPTION: 

The Gordon and Ferguson Building was designed by Clarence Johnston Sr. and constructed 
by Butler Brothers in 1913-1914. Gordon and Ferguson specialized in fur clothing 
manufacturing and the building housed this manufacturing and warehouse use. This Classical 
Revival style building occupies nearly half of the block bounded by Fourth, Fifth, and Sibley 
Streets. The building is eight-stories tall with the primary elevations clad in cream-colored brick 
capped with a metal cornice.  Tan terra cotta details accent the building as a cornice above the 
second story, a band with dentils above the seventh story, and window sills from the second 
through eight stories. The three central bays on the first story of the Fifth Street (North) façade 
and all of the exposed ground floor along the Sibley (East) and Fourth Street (South) facades 
are clad in Limestone. A limestone surround with scrolled brackets adorns the central entrance 
at Sibley Street.  These primary façade materials wrap around the corners of the west 
elevation. 

There is a mix of original and 1980s replacement windows in the building. The ground floor, on 
the primary elevations, retains its one-over-one, double-hung, wood frame windows.  The west 
elevation retains many of the original three-over-three, single-hung, steel frame windows.  
Some openings have non-historic mechanical louvers installed, while others have been 
boarded-up from one or both sides.  In the 1980s, aluminum frame windows were installed on 
the primary elevations in floors one through eight that have clear glazing with solid spandrels 
in the top sections of the frames.  The main entrances on the Fifth and Sibley Street elevations 
are replaced with aluminum frame systems in the 1980s.  

The roof is flat with a parapet.  The historic terra cotta coping is extant on the west parapet.  
Mechanical, stair, and elevator penthouses remain along with five monitor skylights that have 
been covered. 

The building was connected to the skyway system in 1985 and the alteration to the north 
façade for the central entrance on Fifth Street was reviewed and approved by the HPC in 
1992. 

The property is categorized as contributing to the Lowertown Heritage Preservation District. 

 

B. PROPOSED CHANGES: 

The owner is rehabilitating the building into residential apartments with commercial spaces on 
the first floor. The applicant is proposing to install exterior lighting at each bay on the three 
primary facades for a total of twenty-six fixtures above the first terra cotta belt-course and two 
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fixtures within the main Sibley entrance. The Matrix 1 square wall up-down light LED is the 
proposed fixture (See Attachment #4); a bronze finish is proposed.  At the HPC public hearing 
for the rehabilitation of the property on August 27, 2015 the HPC conditioned that: “Complete 
and detailed plans for both signage and illumination shall be submitted for review by the HPC 
and/or staff.” Given the amount of exterior lighting proposed, staff determined that the proposal 
should be reviewed by the HPC at a public hearing.  

----Detailed description of proposed changes in Attachment #2---- 

The owner is receiving Federal and State Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits and all work must 
meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation in addition to the Lowertown 
Design Review Guidelines.  The plans submitted for review by the Heritage Preservation 
Commission have not been reviewed and approved by the State Historic Architect or the 
National Park Service; the approval of the proposed work by these state and federal agencies 
is required. 

 

C. BACKGROUND: 

On April 4, 2014, early in the project, Amy Spong met with the developer, architect, historic 
consultant, and State Historic Architect at the property. Staff encouraged careful study and 
consideration of restoring window and storefront/entrance openings. 

On August 27, 2015, the HPC reviewed and conditionally approved File #15-037 to rehabilitate 
the office building into apartments. 

 

D. GUIDELINE CITATIONS: 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation: 

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires 
minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment. 

2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of 
historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be 
avoided. 

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. 
Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural 
features or architectural elements from other buildings, shall not be undertaken.  

4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance 
in their own right shall be retained and preserved.  

5. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship 
that characterize a property shall be preserved. 

6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of 
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the 
old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials. 
Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or 
pictorial evidence. 

7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic 
materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be 
undertaken using the gentlest means possible.  
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8. Significant archeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved. 
If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken.  

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic 
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old 
and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect 
the historic integrity of the property and its environment.  

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a 
manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property 
and its environment would be unimpaired.  

Lowertown Heritage Preservation District Design Guidelines 

Sec. 74-112. Guidelines for Design Review  

II. Restoration and rehabilitation.  

General Principles for Restoration and Rehabilitation  

a. All work should be of a character and quality that maintain the 
distinguishing features of the building and the environment. The removal of 
architectural features is not permitted.  

b. Deteriorated architectural features such as cornices, chimneys and roof 
treatment, window and door openings, and exterior surface treatment should be 
repaired rather than replaced whenever possible. In the event of replacement, 
new materials should match the original in composition, design, color, texture 
and appearance. Duplication of the original design based on physical or pictorial 
evidence is preferable to using conjectural or "period" designs or using part of 
other buildings.  

c. Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship 
characteristic of structures of a period should be treated sensitively. 
Furthermore, if changes in use of a building are contemplated, they should be 
accomplished with minimum alteration to the structure and fabric.  

d. In general it is expected that buildings will be restored to their original 
appearance. However, alterations to buildings are sometimes worthy of 
preservation because they reflect a significant period of history of the buildings 
and the district. This significance should be respected and restoration to an 
"original" appearance may not always be desirable. All buildings should be 
recognized as products of their own time and not be altered to resemble 
buildings from another era.  

A. Masonry and walls.  

c. Repointing: Repointing should only be done on those mortar joints where 
there is evidence of moisture problems or when sufficient mortar is missing to 
allow water to stand on the mortar joint. Using pneumatic hammers to move 
mortar can seriously damage the adjacent brick. Vertical joints should be hand 
chiseled. When repointing, it is important to use the same materials as the 
existing mortar. This includes matching the color, texture, coefficients of 
expansion and contraction, and ingredient ratio of the original mortar mix, 
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creating a bond similar to the original. A professional mortar analysis can give 
this information. Repointing with Portland cement mortar may create a bond 
stronger than is appropriate for the building materials, possibly resulting in 
cracking or other damage. Old mortar should be duplicated in joint size, method 
of applications and joint profile.  

B. Windows and doors.  

e. Lintels, arches and sills: Lintels, sills, architraves, pediments, hoods and 
steps should be retained or repaired if possible. Existing colors and textures 
should be matched when repairing these elements.  

f. Storefronts: Existing storefronts should be retained and repaired including 
windows, sash, doors, transoms, signage, and decorative features where such 
features contribute to the architectural and historic character of the building. 
Where original or early storefronts no longer exist or are too deteriorated to 
save, the commercial character of the building should be retained through: 1) 
contemporary design which is compatible with the scale, design, materials, 
color and texture of the historic buildings; or 2) an accurate restoration of the 
storefront based on historical research and physical evidence. Storefronts or 
new design elements on the ground floor, such as arcades, should not be 
introduced which alter the architectural and historic character of the building and 
its relationship with the street or its setting or which cause the destruction of 
significant historic fabric. Materials which detract from the historic or 
architectural character of the building, such as mirrored glass, should not be 
used. Entrances through significant storefronts should not be altered.  

III. Signs and accessories. Signs should be compatible with the character of the 
District, and blend with the character of the structures on or near which they are placed. 
Signs should not conceal architectural detail, clutter or detract from the intended facade; 
but rather complement the overall design of the building and the period in which it was 
built.  

D. Lighting. Location of exterior lights should be appropriate to the structure. 
Signs should generally be lit from on the site. There should be no flashing, blinking, 
moving, or varying intensity lighting. Subdued lighting is preferred. Backlit fluorescent 
or exposed neon are generally inappropriate.  

(Ord. No. 17120, § 2, 3-22-84) 

 

E. FINDINGS: 

1. On March 22, 1984, the Historic Lowertown Heritage Preservation District was established 
under Ordinance No. 17120, § 2.  The Heritage Preservation Commission shall protect the 
architectural character of heritage preservation sites through review and approval or denial 
of applications for city permits for exterior work within designated heritage preservation 
sites §73.04.(4).  

2. The property is categorized as contributing to the character of the Lowertown Heritage 
Preservation District. 

3. The Period of Significance for the Lowertown Heritage Preservation District is 1867-1929. 

4. The property is undergoing rehabilitation utilizing Federal and State Historic Rehabilitation 
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Tax Credits. All work must comply with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation. 

5. General.  §74-112.II. The style of lighting fixture is not of a traditional design and the 
proposed location of illumination does not have historic precedence on the building, nor is 
up-lighting the façade of a 1913-1914 building a traditional practice in early electrification 
methods and for historic warehouse, office, and manufacturing buildings. The proposal to 
install twenty-six lighting fixtures above the terra cotta belt-course and an additional two 
fixtures at the Sibley main entrance is excessive and will have an adverse impact on to 
building and the surrounding historic district.  If the total number of light fixtures was 
reduced to highlight the area above the entrance and the corners of the building and the 
fixtures proposed for the Sibley entry were of a historically accurate design, then the 
proposed illumination would result in minimal change to the defining characteristics of the 
building and its site and environment. 

6. Masonry and Walls §74-112.II.A. Attachments into masonry surfaces should be made into 
mortar joints only so as not to damage historic materials and features. The terra cotta belt-
course is a character defining feature of the building and should not be altered or obscured 
by the installation of lighting or conduit. Attachments should not be made into the terra 
cotta; given the condition of the terra cotta belt course, attachments should be made at 
mortar joints in the façade wall. 

7. Storefronts §74-112.II.B.a-e  The entrances on the primary elevations were replaced and 
altered in the 1980s.  The central entry on Fifth Street was reviewed and approved by the 
HPC in 1992. These entries were not proposed to be rehabilitated.  New lighting is 
proposed at the main, central entrance on Sibley Street.  Lighting fixtures are not visible in 
historic photographs.  The lighting fixture proposed is not of an appropriate design for 
installation in the entrance and a historically appropriate fixture(s) should be researched 
and proposed for review and approval by HPC staff.  

8. §74-112.III.A-D Signs and Accessories.  While the lighting guideline generally relates to 
signage, the guideline states that the location of exterior lights should be appropriate to the 
structure. The proposed exterior illumination is not related to a sign proposal. Up-lighting at 
every bay is not appropriate to the structure; there is no historic precedent for this type of 
lighting on the building. The guideline states that subdued lighting is preferred. The color 
temperature of the light should be a warm color for it to be subdues and not a stark, 
white/blue color.  The proposed lighting may be more appropriate to the structure if the 
illumination were limited to up-lighting on at the corners and the entrance on Sibley. 

9. The proposal to illuminate the Gordon and Ferguson Building at 190 Fifth Street East will 
not adversely affect the Program for the Preservation and architectural control of the 
Historic Lowertown Heritage Preservation District (Leg. Code §73.06 (e)) so long as the 
conditions are met.  

10. HPC approval of the proposal to install exterior illumination is contingent on the proposal 
receiving approval from the National Park Service and State Historic Preservation Office 
given the rehabilitation is utilizing Federal and State Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits. 

 

F. STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Based on the findings staff recommends approval of the building permit application provided 
the following condition(s) are met: 

1. The lighting shall be installed only at the corners and on either side of the Sibley main 
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entrance above the first terra-cotta belt course and shall not project beyond the terra cotta. 
The lighting fixtures and conduit shall be attached to the vertical wall surface through 
mortar joints only. 

2. The lighting fixtures, conduit and junction boxes shall have a painted finish that blends with 
the color of the surrounding brick. 

3. The illumination shall be up-lighting only with a narrow beam angle and a warm LED color 
temperature not to exceed 2700K. 

4. Lighting at the entrances and below the terra cotta belt-course shall be period appropriate 
fixtures, in historically appropriate locations and finishes. Revised designs, finishes, and 
locations shall be submitted to HPC staff for final review and approval 

5. All final specifications, plans, shop drawings, materials, colors and details shall be 
submitted to the HPC and/or staff for final review and approval.   

6. Any revisions to the approved plans shall be reviewed and approved by the HPC and/or 
staff. 

7. The HPC stamped approved plans shall remain on site for the duration of the project.  

8. The project architect/consultant shall coordinate meeting the conditions and revisions with 
SHPO and HPC staff to ensure compliance and consistency in both review processes. 
HPC approval of the proposal to install exterior illumination is contingent on the proposal 
receiving approval from the National Park Service and State Historic Preservation Office 
given the rehabilitation is utilizing Federal and State Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits. 

 

G. ATTACHMENTS: 

1. HPC Design Review Application 

2. Project Description with photos 

3. Exterior Elevations (dated 7-31-15), 11 x 17 

4. Proposed Lighting Fixtures 



Saint Paul Heritage Preservation Commission 

Department of Planning and Economic Development 

25 Fourth Street West, Suite 1400 

Saint Paul, MN  55102 

Phone: (651) 266-9078 

ApplyHPC@stpaul.gov 
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 Repair/Rehabilitation  Sign/Awning  New Construction/Addition/ 

 Moving  Fence/Retaining Wall       Alteration 

 Demolition   Other _______________  Pre-Application Review Only 

Heritage Preservation Commission Design Review Application 

PROCESS 

This application must be completed in addition to required city permit applications for 

individually designated Heritage Preservation Sites and properties located within Heritage 

Preservation Districts.  

Design review applications are reviewed and approved by either heritage preservation staff or the 

Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) at a public hearing. HPC staff are authorized to 

approve work that complies with adopted design review guidelines and preservation programs, 
available at our website www.stpaul.gov/hpc, while the HPC reviews projects that are significant 

alterations, demolitions, additions, new construction or proposals that do not comply with HPC 

guidelines. The decision of whether a proposal may be reviewed and approved by HPC staff or 

must be reviewed by the HPC at a public hearing is made once a complete application is 

submitted.  

The HPC public hearing schedule is viewable here: 
https://www.stpaul.gov/departments/planning-economic-development/heritage-preservation/heritage-preservation-commission

A complete application consists of: 

1) An application form

2) Required attachments that adequately describe the proposed work (see attached checklist)

An incomplete application will be put on hold and staff will contact you for additional 

information.  If an application is incomplete for 30 days after it was received, it will be returned 

to the applicant. 

Complete applications will be reviewed in the order they are received.  Applications are not

entered in queue to be reviewed until staff has determined them to be complete. Once 

reviewed, a Certificate of Approval will be issued along with any conditions for the proposed 

work. You will be notified by staff when the Certificate of Approval has been issued and a

copy will be sent to the Department of Safety and Inspections (DSI) to complete the HPC

process of obtaining the necessary permit(s).  

1. CATEGORY

Please check the category that best describes the proposed work 

      

     

    

2. PROJECT ADDRESS

Street and number: _________________________________  Zip Code: _____________ 

Project Address:

www.stpaul.gov/hpc
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3. APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name of contact person: ___________________________________________________ 

Company: _______________________________________________________________ 

Street and number: ________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________ State: _____________ Zip Code: _____________ 

Phone number: _____________________    e-mail: _____________________________ 

4. PROPERTY OWNER(S) INFORMATION (If different from applicant)

Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

Street and number: _______________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________ State: _____________ Zip Code: ____________ 

Phone number: _____________________    e-mail: ______________________________ 

5. PROJECT ARCHITECT (If applicable)

Contact person: __________________________________________________________ 

Company: _______________________________________________________________ 

Street and number: ________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________ State: _____________ Zip Code: _____________ 

Phone number: _____________________    e-mail: ______________________________ 

6. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Completely describe ALL exterior changes being proposed for the property. Include description 
of affected existing exterior features and changes to architectural details such as windows,

doors, siding, railings, steps, trim, roof, foundation or porches.  Attach specifications for doors, 

windows, lighting and other features, if applicable, including color and material samples. 

Attach additional sheets if necessary 
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7. ATTACHMENTS & DESIGN REVIEW CHECKLIST

Please refer to the following checklist section(s) that relate to your proposed scope of work 

and check next to the items that are attached to your application. Attach all checked items 

listed to this application or attach in an email to ApplyHPC@stpaul.gov  

Staff may contact you for additional information or materials. 

If your project or work type is not included in this checklist, please contact the staff by calling 

651-266-9078 or sending an e-mail to applyhpc@stpaul.gov  for assistance on how to complete 

an application. 
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Restoration /Repair/Rehabilitation 

Three (3) copies of scaled and dimensioned plans which note all materials, finishes, and

dimensions on plan (2 copies will be forwarded to the Dept. of Safety and Inspections). 

Photographs of all features and areas affected by proposed work. 

 If an existing architectural feature is being replaced, please provide detailed drawings 

of the existing feature. 

Historic photographs (if any) that inform the restoration/rehabilitation/repair work. 

Sign/Awning: 

Photographs of location of proposed signage on structure/property. 

Photographs of structure and all exterior sides affected by proposed work. 

Three (3) copies of plans that note materials, dimensions, colors, and

method of attachment. 

Section drawing showing point of installation, method of installation, awning profile 

and projection. 

Illumination plan. 

Photographs or elevation of the building showing location of proposed sign in relation 

to the building and, if applicable, other signage on the building. 

New Construction/Addition/Exterior Alteration: 

Three (3) copies of construction level plans which note all materials, finishes, and

dimensions on plan (2 copies will be forwarded to the Dept. of Safety and Inspections). 

Show how the addition(s) relates to the existing structure. 

Photographs of all features and areas affected by proposed work. 

Site plan showing lot dimensions, location of any existing buildings, and proposed 

addition(s), elevation plans, section and detail drawings as necessary. All plans must 

be scaled and dimensioned. 

Digital copies of the plans and photos submitted on CD or USB. 

mailto:ApplyHPC@stpaul.gov
mailto:applyhpc@stpaul.gov
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Fencing/Retaining Wall: 

 A site plan showing the location of the fence/wall in relation to property lines and any 

structures with measurements. 

 An elevation drawing or photo of the proposed fence/wall. 

Roofing: 

Sample or description of existing material(s). 

Sample or specifications of proposed material(s). 

Sample colors. 

Photographs of all exterior sides affected by the proposed work. 

Photographs of the building and roof showing existing conditions of roof, coping, 

flashing, affected masonry, parapet, siding, existing skylights, and/or dormers. Also 

include any other critical intersections where the roof meets the historic fabric, and 

sightline drawings when a change in slope or other potentially visible change is 

proposed. 

Heating, Ventilating, and Air Conditioning Equipment 

Site plan showing location of condenser in relation to the building(s) and property 

lines. 

Photographs of the proposed location of any condensers or venting. 

Photographs demonstrating that the proposed unit is not visible from the street. 

A screening plan if a condenser is in the side yard. 

Drawing or photograph demonstrating where and how conduit will be attached to the 

building. 

Window/Sash Replacement: 

Statement describing in detail why windows need replacement as well as a description of 
weatherization efforts and copy of window repair estimates.

Existing window design and dimensions. 

Proposed window design, dimensions, and manufacturer’s specifications including 

shop drawings. 

Existing type of exterior storm windows. 

Proposed style of exterior storm windows. 

Existing exterior window trim material. 

Proposed exterior window trim material and style. 

Photographs of all exterior sides where window replacement is being proposed. 

Photographs of existing features/conditions which support window replacement 

proposal. 
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Other Items Requested by HPC Staff: 

Will any federal money be used in this project? YES       NO   

Are you applying for the Investment Tax Credits? YES       NO   

 

 

 

Send completed application with the necessary attachments to ApplyHPC@stpaul.gov or to: 

Saint Paul Heritage Preservation Commission 

Department of Planning and Economic Development 

25 Fourth Street West, Suite 1400 

Saint Paul, MN  55102 

I, the undersigned, understand that the Design Review Application is limited to the aforementioned work to 

the affected property.  I further understand that any additional exterior work to be done under my ownership 

must be submitted by application to the St. Paul Heritage Preservation Commission.  Any unauthorized 

work will be required to be removed. 

Signature of applicant: _______________________________________     Date: __________________ 

Signature of owner: _________________________________________  Date: __________________ 

You may also click the button below to attach the completed application to an email that will go directly to 
ApplyHPC@stpaul.gov . Please attach supporting documents to the email as well.

 Typed name of owner: _________________________________________

Typed name of applicant: _________________________________________

mailto:ApplyHPC@stpaul.gov
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 Requires staff review  Requires Commission review 

 

 

 

 

 

 HPC Staff Notes 

FOR HPC OFFICE USE ONLY 

Date received: _________________________ 
FILE NO. ________________ 

Date complete: _________________________ 

District:__________/Individual Site:__________________________ 

Pivotal/Contributing/Non-contributing/New Construction/Parcel 

Supporting data:    YES       NO 

Complete application:   YES       NO 

The following condition(s) must be 

met in order for application to conform 

to preservation program:  

It has been determined that the 

work to be performed pursuant to 

the application does not adversely 

affect the program for preservation 

and architectural control of the 

heritage preservation district or site 

(Ch.73.06). 

______________________________ 

HPC staff approval 

Date _______________ 

Submitted: 

 3 Sets of Plans

 15 Sets of Plans reduced to

8 ½” by 11” or  11” by 17”

 Photographs

 CD of Plans (pdf) & Photos (jpg)

 City Permit Application

 Complete HPC Design Review

application

Hearing Date set for: _______________ 

Address: _________________________

City  Permit # ____ - ___________ 
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Gordon and Ferguson Building 

190 East Fifth Street 

Saint Paul 

 

Introduction 

The current owner, TP Sibley, LLC, is rehabilitating the building using federal and state historic 

tax credits. A Design Review Application was submitted to the Saint Paul Heritage Preservation 

Commission in July 2015. It was approved with conditions. Construction has since begun on the 

building. 

 

Work regarding the exterior light fixtures were addressed under No. 15 in the original 

application. After sending shop drawings for the proposed exterior up-light fixtures to Saint Paul 

HPC Staff, the owner was instructed to prepare a new Design Review Application for the 

proposed light fixtures. Most of the project description below is taken from the original 

application with the addition of details about new proposed fixtures. 

 

Project Description 

 

To simplify the descriptions in this application, the northwest facade of the building will be 

called the “north,” the northeast facade the “east,” the southeast facade the “south,” and the 

southwest facade the “west.” The north facade overlooks East Fifth Street. The east facade fronts 

onto Sibley Street, and the south facade abuts East Fourth Street. The west facade looks onto an 

alley and a neighboring building. 

 

Feature: Exterior light fixtures 

Date of feature: new construction 

Drawings: A500, A501, A503, Luminaire specification 

Photographs: 1-8 

 

Describe existing feature and its condition: The north, east, and south facades of the building 

are clad in cream-colored brick. A tan terra-cotta cornice runs above the second story and a terra-

cotta band with dentils also extends over the seventh story. Terra-cotta is also used for the 

window sills on the second through eighth stories. The three central bays on the first story of the 

north facade and all of the exposed ground floor on the east and south facades are clad in 

limestone. A limestone surround with scrolled brackets also defines the central entrance on the 

east facade. The limestone, cream-colored brick, and terra-cotta wrap around to the north and 

south ends of the west wall. Non-historic, glass and metal, globe light fixtures are mounted to the 

building on the north facade. Non-historic, rectangular, sodium light fixtures are mounted to the 

walls within the recessed entrance on the east facade. On the south facade, non-historic lights 

indicating the entrance and exit to interior parking are located over garage doors. 

 

Describe work and impact on feature: All of the existing light fixtures will be retained on the 

north, east, and south facades. New LED light fixtures are proposed above the second-story 

cornice on the north, east, and south facades. One light fixture will be located at each wall 

section between the windows, and will be mounted to the stone just above the cornice so it is not 

visible from the sidewalk. The fixtures will be cubic and will measure 6.46″ tall, by 6.3″ wide 
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and deep. The mounting plate is concealed behind the fixture and measures 2.76″ tall, 4.45″ 
wide, and 3/4″ deep. The frame and body will be aluminum with a dark bronze finish to match 

the other metals on the facades. The light fixtures will be mounted to the building through the 

mortar joints when possible. Wiring will be run through the mortar joints and be concealed in 

conduit that is mounted to the facade just above the cornice. The second-story cornice will 

conceal the conduit and light fixtures from view.  

 

The proposed up-lighting fixtures will provide a steady white light at nighttime that will 

highlight the building’s architectural features. The light fixtures are appropriate for the building’s 

historic character and they comply with the “Lowertown Historic District Design Guidelines,” 

which state in Section IV. D. Lighting: “Location of exterior lights should be appropriate to the 

structure. Signs should generally be list from on the site. There should be no flashing, blinking, 

moving, or varying intensity lighting. Subdued lighting is preferred. Backlist fluorescent or 

exposed neon are generally inappropriate.” 
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Photographs  

Photo 1 
Description: South (left) and east (right) facades, looking northwest 

View: Historic image taken ca. November 1913; from the Gordon and 

Ferguson Records, Minnesota Historical Society 
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Photo 2 
Description: South (left) and east (right) facades, looking northwest 

View:  A three-story projecting sign is visible on the southeast corner between the fifth and 

seventh floors, and a smaller projecting sign is above the entrance on the east facade; historic 

image taken ca. 1920; from the Gordon and Ferguson Records, Minnesota Historical Society 
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Photo 3 
Description: North facade, looking southwest 

View: General view of the north facade overlooking East 

Fifth Street 

 

 

 

 

  



Gordon and Ferguson Building, 190 East Fifth Street—Design Review Application 

August 11, 2016—Page 6 

 

Photo 4 
Description: North facade, looking southwest 

View: Main entrance (center) and stairwell egress door (right) on the north facade 
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Photo 5 
Description: East facade, looking northwest 

View: General view of the east facade overlooking 

North Sibley Street 

 

Photo 6 
Description: East facade, looking west 

View: Main entrance on the east facade 
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Photo 7 
Description: East facade, looking southwest 

View: Non-historic windows on the east facade, typical of the north, east, and south 

facades 
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Photo 8 
Description: South facade, looking northwest 

View: General view of the south facade overlooking East 

Fourth Street 
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1

A600

26.1

Future signage
by owner

NEW ALUMINUM
STOREFRONT VESTIBULE
SET BACK FROM SIDEWALK

145a

NEW CONCRETE STAIRS
CAST OVER EXISTING
RAMP STRUCTURE

EXISTING FIRE ESCAPE TO REMAIN.

EXISTING COOLING
TOWER TO REMAIN

NEW TRANSLUCENT  SKYLIGHT
GLAZING SYSTEM OVER
EXISTING SKYLIGHT STRUCTURE

EXISTING EQUIPMENT PLATFORM
TO REMAIN.

8.5

4.5

10.1

26.1

26.3 26.3 26.3 26.3 26.3 26.3

Future signage
by owner

4.1 REPOINT MORTAR TO MATCH EXISTING IN COLOR,
SIZE, TEXTURE, AND TOOLING.

EXTERIOR RESTORATION KEY NOTES:

26.4 INSTALL NEW ELECTRICAL CONDUIT FOR EMERGENCY
POWER FEEDERS TO ROOFTOP EQUIPMENT.
REQUIRED ANCHORS TO BE INSTALLED IN MORTAR
JOINTS ONLY.

26.2 EXISTING EXTERIOR LIGHT FIXTURES TO BE
REPLACED WITH NEW -SEE ELEC.

EXTERIOR RESTORATION GENERAL NOTES:

1. Brick used in replacement or repair of
missing or damaged brick shall match the
adjacent brick in size, color, sheen, and finish.
Salvaged historic brick may potentially be a
closer match than new brick. Contractor shall
obtain approval from the architect of installed
small replacement area prior to proceeding with
larger areas.

2. Patch existing stucco at rooftop penthouse
around new door opening with new scratch coat
and install a new wash coat of portland cement
and sand to blend patched areas into existing
scratch coat. Wash coat shall match existing in
color and texture.

10.1 REMOVE EXISTING BUILDING SIGNAGE AND NUMBERS.
PATCH AND REPAIR AT MOUNTING LOCATIONS.

26.1 EXISTING EXTERIOR LIGHT FIXTURES / ELECTRICAL
DEVICE TO REMAIN

4.4 REPLACE MISSING TERRA-COTTA PARAPET COPING,
TYP. SALVAGE COPING STORED IN PENTHOUSE.

9.2 REPAINT EXISTING DOOR, WINDOW, LOUVER, OR
STOREFRONT SYSTEM. INCLUDING ANY EXISTING
SECURITY BARS, HARWARE, ETC.

3.1 REPAIR SPALLED AREAS OF STRUCTURAL CONCRETE
FRAME. SEE STRUCTURAL SPECIFICATIONS

8.1 EXISTING STEEL WINDOW TO REMAIN. GLAZING TO BE
REPLACED WITH 1/4" CLEAR GLASS. SASH AND
FRAMES TO BE STRIPPED AND REPAINTED. REPAIR
ANY DAMAGED PORTIONS OF SASH AND FRAME.
INSTALL NEW WEATHER STRIPPING, HARDWARE AND
SEALS. SEE SECTION 08 53 00

4.5 REMOVE LADDER. PATCH AND REPAIR BRICK AND
MORTAR AT ATTACHMENT POINTS.

8.3 EXISTING LOUVER TO BE REPLACED WITH NEW
SINGLE HUNG ALUMINUM WINDOW. FRAME, SASH AND
MULLION PROFILES AND SIGHTLINES TO MATCH
REMAINING HISTORIC STEEL WINDOWS. SEE DETAILS
AND SECTION 08 57 00.

8.4 EXISTING ALUMINUM STOREFONT TO REMAIN.
REPLACE SPANDREL GLAZING AND LOUVERS
INDICATED BY AN "X" ON ELEVATIONS WITH CLEAR
LOW-E INSULATED PANELS TO MATCH ADJACENT
GLAZING.

8.5 INSTALL NEW INSULATED FIBERGLASS SANDWICH
PANEL SKYLIGHT SYSTEM OVER EXISTING STEEL
FRAMES. 26.3 NEW EXTERIOR UP LIGHT FIXTURES TO BE INSTALLED

ABOVE 3RD FLOOR TERRA-COTTA BAND. ALL
ANCHORS FOR FIXTURES AND CONDUIT TO BE
INSTALLED INTO MORTAR JOINTS IN VERTICAL
SURFACES, TERRA-COTTA BAND AND SILLS SHALL
NOT BE PENETRATED. -SEE ELEC.

10.2 NEW WALL MOUNTED BUILDING SIGNAGE. ANCHORS
TO BE INSTALLED IN MORTAR JOINTS AND ARE TO
EXTEND INTO CONCRETE FRAME BEHIND VENEERS.

LINK WILSON  REG. NO: 21629
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A500

Historic Consultant:
Hess, Roise and Company
100 North First Street
Minneapolis MN 55401
tel: 612-338-1987

Electrical:
Leaf Mountain Design
901 Twelve Oaks Cntr Dr #915
Wayzata, MN 55391
tel: 952-300-2490

Mechanical / Plumbing:
Ken Kendle, P.E.
1900 Oakcrest Ave, Suite 1
Roseville, MN 55113
tel: 651-6333-3955

Structural / Civil:
BKBM Engineers
5930 Brooklyn Blvd.
Minneapolis, MN 55429
tel: 763-843-0420
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General Contractor:
Frana Companies
633 Second Avenue South
Hopkins, Minnesota 55343
tel:  952-935-8600

 1/8" = 1'-0"
1

Northwest Elevation
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ABCDEF

1

A600

10.1

26.1

26.1

EXISTING FIRE ESCAPE TO REMAIN.

EXISTING COOLING
TOWER TO REMAIN

EXISTING EQUIPMENT PLATFORM
TO REMAIN.

4.5

NEW STANDING SEAM METAL
ROOF OVER EXISTING
MONITOR SKYLIGHT ROOF
TYPICAL OF 5

X

9.2 9.2

9.2
9.2 9.2

26.3 26.3 26.3 26.3 26.3 26.3

8.4

4.1

Future signage
by owner

4.1 REPOINT MORTAR TO MATCH EXISTING IN COLOR,
SIZE, TEXTURE, AND TOOLING.

EXTERIOR RESTORATION KEY NOTES:

26.4 INSTALL NEW ELECTRICAL CONDUIT FOR EMERGENCY
POWER FEEDERS TO ROOFTOP EQUIPMENT.
REQUIRED ANCHORS TO BE INSTALLED IN MORTAR
JOINTS ONLY.

26.2 EXISTING EXTERIOR LIGHT FIXTURES TO BE
REPLACED WITH NEW -SEE ELEC.

EXTERIOR RESTORATION GENERAL NOTES:

1. Brick used in replacement or repair of
missing or damaged brick shall match the
adjacent brick in size, color, sheen, and finish.
Salvaged historic brick may potentially be a
closer match than new brick. Contractor shall
obtain approval from the architect of installed
small replacement area prior to proceeding with
larger areas.

2. Patch existing stucco at rooftop penthouse
around new door opening with new scratch coat
and install a new wash coat of portland cement
and sand to blend patched areas into existing
scratch coat. Wash coat shall match existing in
color and texture.

10.1 REMOVE EXISTING BUILDING SIGNAGE AND NUMBERS.
PATCH AND REPAIR AT MOUNTING LOCATIONS.

26.1 EXISTING EXTERIOR LIGHT FIXTURES / ELECTRICAL
DEVICE TO REMAIN

4.4 REPLACE MISSING TERRA-COTTA PARAPET COPING,
TYP. SALVAGE COPING STORED IN PENTHOUSE.

9.2 REPAINT EXISTING DOOR, WINDOW, LOUVER, OR
STOREFRONT SYSTEM. INCLUDING ANY EXISTING
SECURITY BARS, HARWARE, ETC.

3.1 REPAIR SPALLED AREAS OF STRUCTURAL CONCRETE
FRAME. SEE STRUCTURAL SPECIFICATIONS

8.1 EXISTING STEEL WINDOW TO REMAIN. GLAZING TO BE
REPLACED WITH 1/4" CLEAR GLASS. SASH AND
FRAMES TO BE STRIPPED AND REPAINTED. REPAIR
ANY DAMAGED PORTIONS OF SASH AND FRAME.
INSTALL NEW WEATHER STRIPPING, HARDWARE AND
SEALS. SEE SECTION 08 53 00

4.5 REMOVE LADDER. PATCH AND REPAIR BRICK AND
MORTAR AT ATTACHMENT POINTS.

8.3 EXISTING LOUVER TO BE REPLACED WITH NEW
SINGLE HUNG ALUMINUM WINDOW. FRAME, SASH AND
MULLION PROFILES AND SIGHTLINES TO MATCH
REMAINING HISTORIC STEEL WINDOWS. SEE DETAILS
AND SECTION 08 57 00.

8.4 EXISTING ALUMINUM STOREFONT TO REMAIN.
REPLACE SPANDREL GLAZING AND LOUVERS
INDICATED BY AN "X" ON ELEVATIONS WITH CLEAR
LOW-E INSULATED PANELS TO MATCH ADJACENT
GLAZING.

8.5 INSTALL NEW INSULATED FIBERGLASS SANDWICH
PANEL SKYLIGHT SYSTEM OVER EXISTING STEEL
FRAMES. 26.3 NEW EXTERIOR UP LIGHT FIXTURES TO BE INSTALLED

ABOVE 3RD FLOOR TERRA-COTTA BAND. ALL
ANCHORS FOR FIXTURES AND CONDUIT TO BE
INSTALLED INTO MORTAR JOINTS IN VERTICAL
SURFACES, TERRA-COTTA BAND AND SILLS SHALL
NOT BE PENETRATED. -SEE ELEC.

10.2 NEW WALL MOUNTED BUILDING SIGNAGE. ANCHORS
TO BE INSTALLED IN MORTAR JOINTS AND ARE TO
EXTEND INTO CONCRETE FRAME BEHIND VENEERS.

LINK WILSON  REG. NO: 21629

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PLAN,
SPECIFICATION OR REPORT WAS
PREPARED UNDER MY DIRECT
SUPERVISION AND THAT I AM A
REGISTERED ARCHITECT UNDER
THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF
MINNESOTA.
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Project Number

1301 American Blvd. E. Suite 100
Bloomington, MN 55425
tel:  (612) 879-6000
www.kaaswilson.com
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A501

Historic Consultant:
Hess, Roise and Company
100 North First Street
Minneapolis MN 55401
tel: 612-338-1987

Electrical:
Leaf Mountain Design
901 Twelve Oaks Cntr Dr #915
Wayzata, MN 55391
tel: 952-300-2490

Mechanical / Plumbing:
Ken Kendle, P.E.
1900 Oakcrest Ave, Suite 1
Roseville, MN 55113
tel: 651-6333-3955

Structural / Civil:
BKBM Engineers
5930 Brooklyn Blvd.
Minneapolis, MN 55429
tel: 763-843-0420
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General Contractor:
Frana Companies
633 Second Avenue South
Hopkins, Minnesota 55343
tel:  952-935-8600

 1/8" = 1'-0"
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Southeast Elevation
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Level 1
100'-0"

Level 2
115'-0"

Level -1
88'-0"

Level 3
129'-0"

Level 4
141'-0"

Level -2
77'-4"

Level 5
153'-0"

Level 6
165'-0"

Level 7
177'-0"

Level 8
189'-0"

Level 9
202'-0"

1234567891011121314

Level 8.5
198'-0"

Roof Deck
203'-4"

AL: 1

Penthouse Roof
214'-0"

EXISTING UNMARKED
WINDOWS TO REMAIN

UNALTERED

9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2

9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2 9.2

NEW WALL HUNG 2 SIDED
INTERNALLY LIT BLADE SIGN
IN HISTORIC LOCATION

futrure sign by owner

NEW ROOFTOP
OUTSIDE AIR UNIT

EXISTING COOLING
TOWER TO REMAIN

NEW TRANSLUCENT  SKYLIGHT
GLAZING SYSTEM OVER
EXISTING SKYLIGHT STRUCTURE
TYPICAL OF 5

EXISTING EQUIPMENT PLATFORM
TO REMAIN. REMOVE RUST, PRIME
WITH RUST INHIBITING PRIMER AND
PAINT BLACK.

NEW STANDING SEAM METAL
ROOF OVER EXISTING
MONITOR SKYLIGHT ROOF
TYPICAL OF 5

8.58.58.58.58.5

10.1

26.2

26.326.326.326.326.326.3 26.3 26.3 26.3 26.3 26.3 26.3 26.3 26.3

4.1

9.2

4.1 REPOINT MORTAR TO MATCH EXISTING IN COLOR,
SIZE, TEXTURE, AND TOOLING.

EXTERIOR RESTORATION KEY NOTES:

26.4 INSTALL NEW ELECTRICAL CONDUIT FOR EMERGENCY
POWER FEEDERS TO ROOFTOP EQUIPMENT.
REQUIRED ANCHORS TO BE INSTALLED IN MORTAR
JOINTS ONLY.

26.2 EXISTING EXTERIOR LIGHT FIXTURES TO BE
REPLACED WITH NEW -SEE ELEC.

EXTERIOR RESTORATION GENERAL NOTES:

1. Brick used in replacement or repair of
missing or damaged brick shall match the
adjacent brick in size, color, sheen, and finish.
Salvaged historic brick may potentially be a
closer match than new brick. Contractor shall
obtain approval from the architect of installed
small replacement area prior to proceeding with
larger areas.

2. Patch existing stucco at rooftop penthouse
around new door opening with new scratch coat
and install a new wash coat of portland cement
and sand to blend patched areas into existing
scratch coat. Wash coat shall match existing in
color and texture.

10.1 REMOVE EXISTING BUILDING SIGNAGE AND NUMBERS.
PATCH AND REPAIR AT MOUNTING LOCATIONS.

26.1 EXISTING EXTERIOR LIGHT FIXTURES / ELECTRICAL
DEVICE TO REMAIN

4.4 REPLACE MISSING TERRA-COTTA PARAPET COPING,
TYP. SALVAGE COPING STORED IN PENTHOUSE.

9.2 REPAINT EXISTING DOOR, WINDOW, LOUVER, OR
STOREFRONT SYSTEM. INCLUDING ANY EXISTING
SECURITY BARS, HARWARE, ETC.

3.1 REPAIR SPALLED AREAS OF STRUCTURAL CONCRETE
FRAME. SEE STRUCTURAL SPECIFICATIONS

8.1 EXISTING STEEL WINDOW TO REMAIN. GLAZING TO BE
REPLACED WITH 1/4" CLEAR GLASS. SASH AND
FRAMES TO BE STRIPPED AND REPAINTED. REPAIR
ANY DAMAGED PORTIONS OF SASH AND FRAME.
INSTALL NEW WEATHER STRIPPING, HARDWARE AND
SEALS. SEE SECTION 08 53 00

4.5 REMOVE LADDER. PATCH AND REPAIR BRICK AND
MORTAR AT ATTACHMENT POINTS.

8.3 EXISTING LOUVER TO BE REPLACED WITH NEW
SINGLE HUNG ALUMINUM WINDOW. FRAME, SASH AND
MULLION PROFILES AND SIGHTLINES TO MATCH
REMAINING HISTORIC STEEL WINDOWS. SEE DETAILS
AND SECTION 08 57 00.

8.4 EXISTING ALUMINUM STOREFONT TO REMAIN.
REPLACE SPANDREL GLAZING AND LOUVERS
INDICATED BY AN "X" ON ELEVATIONS WITH CLEAR
LOW-E INSULATED PANELS TO MATCH ADJACENT
GLAZING.

8.5 INSTALL NEW INSULATED FIBERGLASS SANDWICH
PANEL SKYLIGHT SYSTEM OVER EXISTING STEEL
FRAMES. 26.3 NEW EXTERIOR UP LIGHT FIXTURES TO BE INSTALLED

ABOVE 3RD FLOOR TERRA-COTTA BAND. ALL
ANCHORS FOR FIXTURES AND CONDUIT TO BE
INSTALLED INTO MORTAR JOINTS IN VERTICAL
SURFACES, TERRA-COTTA BAND AND SILLS SHALL
NOT BE PENETRATED. -SEE ELEC.

10.2 NEW WALL MOUNTED BUILDING SIGNAGE. ANCHORS
TO BE INSTALLED IN MORTAR JOINTS AND ARE TO
EXTEND INTO CONCRETE FRAME BEHIND VENEERS.

LINK WILSON  REG. NO: 21629

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PLAN,
SPECIFICATION OR REPORT WAS
PREPARED UNDER MY DIRECT
SUPERVISION AND THAT I AM A
REGISTERED ARCHITECT UNDER
THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF
MINNESOTA.
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Project Number

1301 American Blvd. E. Suite 100
Bloomington, MN 55425
tel:  (612) 879-6000
www.kaaswilson.com

C
o

p
yr

ig
h

t 
K

a
a

s 
W

ils
o

n
 A

rc
h

ite
ct

s

O
w

n
e

r:
P

ro
je

ct
:

kaas
wilson

architects

As indicated

8
/3

/2
0
1
5
 8

:2
2
:3

2
 P

M
C

:\
R

e
v
it
 L

o
c
a
l\
T

im
b
e
rl
a
n
d
-S

t 
P

a
u
l-
S

ib
le

y
 S

q
u
a
re

 v
2
.0

_
rd

u
p
u
is

.r
v
t

3
3
3
 S

ib
le

y
 S

tr
e
e
t

S
t 
P

a
u
l,
 M

N
 5

5
1
0
1

Exterior
Elevations

Permit Set 7.31.2015

1433

3
3
3
 o

n
 t
h
e
 P

a
rk

H
U

D
 #

0
9
2
-3

5
7
9
4

T
P

 S
ib

le
y
, 
L
L
C

T
im

b
e
rl
a
n
d
 P

a
rt

n
e
rs

 I
n
c
.

A503

Historic Consultant:
Hess, Roise and Company
100 North First Street
Minneapolis MN 55401
tel: 612-338-1987

Electrical:
Leaf Mountain Design
901 Twelve Oaks Cntr Dr #915
Wayzata, MN 55391
tel: 952-300-2490

Mechanical / Plumbing:
Ken Kendle, P.E.
1900 Oakcrest Ave, Suite 1
Roseville, MN 55113
tel: 651-6333-3955

Structural / Civil:
BKBM Engineers
5930 Brooklyn Blvd.
Minneapolis, MN 55429
tel: 763-843-0420
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General Contractor:
Frana Companies
633 Second Avenue South
Hopkins, Minnesota 55343
tel:  952-935-8600

 1/8" = 1'-0"
1

Northeast Elevation
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