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CITY OF SAINT PAUL 
HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

 
FILE NAME: 928 West Seventh Street (historic address 415-419 Webster Street) 
INVENTORY NUMBER: RA-SPC-2938 
DATE OF APPLICATION: February 22, 2018 
APPLICANT:  Michael Bjornberg, Preservation Design Works  
OWNER: Schmidt Keg House Holdings (Craig Cohen) 
CONTRACTOR: Dave Pelter, Lawrence Sign 
DATE OF HEARING: March 8, 2018 
HPC SITE/DISTRICT: Jacob Schmidt Brewing Company Historic District 
PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: 1858-1955 
CATEGORY: Building Permit  WARD: 2 DISTRICT COUNCIL: 9 
CLASSIFICATION: Contributing 
STAFF INVESTIGATION AND REPORT:  Allison Suhan 
DATE:  February 27, 2018 
 

A. SITE DESCRIPTION: 

The Jacob Schmidt Brewing Company Historic District Nomination states:  The Keg House had the same array of 
functions as the Bottling House:  filling containers, warehousing them, and shipping them out.  This and the 
Bottling Shipping Warehouse were the last of W.W. Magee’s post-Prohibition era improvements to the brewery.  
The Keg House, constructed in 1937, is 181’ by 125’ steel-frame, brick-faced building across Webster Street from 
the Main Brewery Complex.  Webster Street, like Palace Avenue was vacated, allowing a modern connection to 
the other brewery buildings.  Webster has now been reestablished and was approved with the redevelopment of 
the Bottling and Main Brew Houses.  Designed in a PWA Moderne fashion, the building has a rectangular 
footprint with the northwest corner chamfered to follow West Seventh Street.  The street facing, primary walls 
(north and east) were elaborated in the same way with five belts of Bedford limestone interrupted by large window 
openings.  Between the second and third window bays on the main elevation (east) are two large, side-by-side 
openings extending to grade level originally permitted the entry of rail cars via a spur of the Omaha line running 
along the north bank of the Mississippi River.  The secondary facades (west and south) are treated simpler, more 
factory-like and each divided in bays by strip pilasters.   
 
The Keg House was constructed during the Period of Significance for the District which is from 1858 to 1955.  
There were many alterations and blocking of windows and new openings cut outside of this Period.  The Keg 
House is classified as contributing and is significant as the largest Moderne construction on the brewery site 
during the post-Prohibition era development associated with W.W. Magee.  Insensitive additions long masked the 
imposing scaling and massing and removal of these additions show the largely intact building.   
 
B. PROPOSED CHANGES:  
The applicant is applying for four building signs: three wall signs at building entries (east, west, and south) and 
one blade sign along West Seventh Street (at the building’s northwest elevation).  
The sign proposed for the west elevation will read “Keg & Case West 7th Market” and will be of red aluminum 
channel letters mounted to an aluminum raceway. It will be approximately 3’ high by 17’ wide. It will be lit with 
flexible Sloan red LED mounted to the face of the letters. The raceway will be painted a color similar to the 
building’s masonry.  
The signs proposed for the south and east elevations will be 6’ 8.4” high by 10’ wide and will contain the “Keg and 
Case West 7th Market” logo. They will be centered above the entrances and is composed of painted aluminum 
and vinyl graphics. They will each be lit by three gooseneck lamps installed above the sign. 
The proposed blade sign facing West 7th Street will be 2’6” wide by 14’ high and 8” deep and will project no more 
than 4’ from the building. It will read “Keg and Case” with raised letters and vinyl graphics and will be centered 
between the two existing vertical glass block window openings. It will be constructed of an aluminum cabinet with 
aluminum cut out letters and vinyl graphics. It will be lit from above by two gooseneck lamps  installed at the top of 
the sign. 
All lighting and signage is proposed to be installed in to mortar joints. 
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C. BACKGROUND:  
The HPC conditionally approved the overall rehabilitation of the structure on April 28, 2016 (File # 16-025). 
D. GUIDELINE CITATIONS: 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 
 

 
Jacob Schmidt Brewing Company Preservation Program  
Sec. 74.08.5 Signage, awnings, and accessories 

Citation Meets 
Preservation 

Program 

Comments 

 a. General. Signs should be compatible with the 
character of the district and blend with the character of 
the structures on or near which they are placed. Signs 
should not conceal architectural detail, clutter the 
building's image, or distract from the unity of the facade 
but, rather, should complement the overall design. 
Signs, graphics and lighting should be designed as part 
of the facade. Signs on large structures that house 
several businesses should be planned and designed in 
a way that unifies the facade, while providing identity 
for individual businesses. A master plan for signage is 
encouraged.  

YES 
The proposed signs are compatible 
with the district and structures and will 
not conceal any architectural features.  
 
A master sign plan is encouraged for 
future tenant signage. 

b. Materials. Sign materials should complement the 
materials of the related building and/or the adjacent 
buildings. Surface design elements should not detract 
from or conflict with the related structure's age and 

YES 
The aluminum signage will be painted 
and will relate to historic painted metal 
signage appropriate for the period of 
significance. 

Citation Meets 
Preservation 

Program 

Comments 

2. The historic character of a property will be retained 
and preserved.  The removal of distinctive materials or 
alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships 
that characterize a property will be avoided. 

YES No removal of historic or distinctive 
features is proposed. 

3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical 
record of its time, place, and use. Changes that create 
a false sense of historical development, such as 
adding conjectural features or architectural elements 
from other buildings, shall not be undertaken.  

 

YES While the raceway sign relates to the 
Schmidt neon sign, it does not create 
a false sense of historic elements. 

9. New additions, exterior alterations or related new 
construction will not destroy historic materials, features 
and spatial relationships that characterize the property. 
The new work will be differentiated from the old and 
will be compatible with the historic materials, features, 
size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the 
integrity of the property and its environment. 

YES The proposed signage will not destroy 
any historic materials and is 
compatible in size, scale, proportion, 
and massing to the structure. 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new 
construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, 
if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity 
of the historic property and its environment would be 
unimpaired. 

YES The proposed signage does not 
disrupt the essential form and integrity 
of the building. 
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design in terms of identification symbol (logo), lettering, 
and related patterns or pictures. Materials used should 
be the same as those used for signs during the period 
of the building's construction, such as wood, wrought 
iron, steel, and metal grill work. Newer materials such 
as extruded aluminum and plastics may not be 
appropriate.  

 
The raceway signage relates to the 
Schmidt neon sign in materials and 
design but is subordinate to it in scale 
and location. 

c. Types. The sign type should enhance the 
building's design and materials. There are a number of 
types of signs which may be used: (1) single-faced; (2) 
projecting, double-faced; (3) three-dimensional; (4) 
painted wall signs; and (5) temporary signs.  

YES 
The proposed signage types comply. 

d. Location and method of attachment. Signs should 
be appropriately sized and complement the building 
exterior; roof-top signs are inappropriate except in 
cases where physical or pictorial documentation shows 
they were present and reconstruction is considered 
appropriate. There should be no sign above the cornice 
line or uppermost portion of a facade wall. Signs should 
not disfigure or conceal architectural details. Painted 
signs may be permissible on glass windows and doors. 
The facade should not be damaged in sign application, 
except for mere attachment. The method of attachment 
should respect the structure's architectural integrity and 
should become an extension of the architecture. 
Projecting signs should have a space separating them 
from the building. (Protection of architecture in method 
of attachment shall be regarded as a basis for granting 
variance of the normal zoning code prohibition against 
guy wire supports for projecting signs.) 

YES 
The signs and corresponding lighting 
will be installed into mortar joints only 
and are sited so as to respond to 
architectural details and features 
rather than obstruct. 
The blade sign is appropriately 
spaced from the building. 

e. Illumination. Signs should generally be lit from on 
the site. There should be no flashing, blinking, moving, 
or varying intensity lighting. Subdued lighting is 
preferred. Backlit fluorescent or exposed neon are 
generally inappropriate.  

YES 
The proposed signage on the south 
and east elevations as well as the 
blade sign will be lit from gooseneck 
lighting from above which complies 
with the preservation program. 
The raceway sign will be illuminated 
by flexible Sloan LED which relates to 
the Schmidt signage and complies 
with the guideline. 

 
E. FINDINGS: 

1. The site is located within the Jacob Schmidt Brewing Company Heritage Preservation District and is 
categorized as contributing to the District.  This District has also been certified by the National Park Service 
as meeting the criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.   

2. On May 25, 2011, the Jacob Schmidt Brewing Company Heritage Preservation District was established under 
Council Ord. No. 11-46 and Chapter 73 of the Legislative Code states the Heritage Preservation Commission 
shall protect the architectural character of heritage preservation sites through review and approval or denial of 
applications for city permits for exterior work within designated heritage preservation sites §73.04.(4). The 
period of significance for the Schmidt Historic District is 1858 to 1955 

3. 74.08 Signage The proposed signs are compatible with the district and structures and will not conceal any 
architectural features. The signs and corresponding lighting will be installed into mortar joints only and are 
sited so as to respond to architectural details and features rather than obstruct, with the blade sign 
appropriately spaced from the building. The proposed signage on the south and east elevations as well as the 
blade sign will be lit from gooseneck lighting from above which complies with the preservation program. The 
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raceway sign will be illuminated by flexible Sloan LED which relates to the Schmidt signage but is subordinate 
to it in scale and location and complies with the guideline. The aluminum signage will be painted and will 
relate to historic painted metal signage appropriate for the period of significance. 

4. This project is also pursuing federal and state investment tax credits.  Accordingly, National Parks Service 
review may result in additional conditions and project guidance. 

5. The proposed signage at 928 West Seventh Street will not adversely impact the Program for  the 
Preservation and architectural control for the Jacob Schmidt Brewing Company Heritage Preservation District 
(Leg. Code §73.06 (e)) so long as the conditions are met.   

 
F. STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: Based on the findings, staff recommends approval of the building permit 

application with the following conditions: 
1. The raceway signage shall not have any flashing, blinking, moving, or varying intensity lighting. 
2. All metal shall have a painted, matte finish. 
3. Signage and lighting shall be installed in to mortar joints only. 
4. Any future signage for Keg and Case or for individual tenants shall be submitted to HPC staff for review. A 

master sign plan is encouraged for future tenant signage. 
5. When complete, any reviews by SHPO or the National Parks Service shall be provided to HPC staff for 

review.  These reviews could result in the need for additional HPC review or conditions. 
6. Any final materials, mock-ups, colors, finishes and details shall be submitted to the HPC staff for final review and 

approval. 
7. Any revisions to approved plans shall be submitted and reviewed and approved by the HPC and/or HPC staff. If 

revisions are significant, new plans may need to be drafted and submitted for final review and approval.  
8. The HPC stamped approved plans shall remain available on site for the duration of the project.  
9. Items not listed in project scope have not been reviewed.  Any changes or additions require further review. 
10. This Certificate is VOID if the approved plans are altered from the Heritage Preservation approved plans. 
11. All measurements and relationships of existing conditions and new construction shall be field checked for 

accuracy with submitted plans at the responsibility of the applicant.  Inaccuracies or differences should be 
reported to HPC staff prior to commencement. 

 
H. SUGGESTED MOTION 

I move to conditionally approve application #18-016 for for four building signs as per the findings of fact, 
presented testimony, submitted documentation and information provided in the staff report with the eleven 
conditions. 

 

I. ATTACHMENTS  

1. HPC Application 
2. Submitted Plans 
3. Photos of the property 
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