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What We Will Be Discussing Today
• Update: Capitol Area 2040 Comprehensive Plan

• Vision and Principles

• Capitol Rice Development Framework (Chapter 7a)
• Community Engagement and Stakeholder Review
• Policy Overview
• Vision for Capitol Rice District

• How CAAPB and City work together:
Section H: MX Master Plan Approval Process
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Capitol Area

7a) Capitol Rice District
Source: Capitol Rice CVZ Strategy (2017)

7b) Capitol Heights
Source: Area Plan for Capitol Heights (2014)

7c) Fitzgerald Park
Source: Fitzgerald Park Precinct Plan (2010)

Dotted lines represent CAAPB Planning Areas



2040 Comprehensive Plan Update
3-year planning process

Capitol Rice CVZ Strategy Report
Planning: Capitol Area Commutes, Capitol Connections
Capitol Area Vision and Principles
First 2 chapters of Comprehensive Plan

So far:  Chapter 7a: Capitol Rice Development 
Framework (approved January 2019)

Review of Existing Policy
• Unified Texts, document reviews
• Built Form and Land Use Map
• Public Realm Improvement Map

Planning: Capitol Rice

2017

2018

2019
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1998 Comprehensive Plan, page 1

“The Vision is for a Capitol Area that is 
memorable as the symbolic heart of the state, 

and as a good and responsive neighbor to 
those who live and work nearby.”

1998 Vision Statement

2040 Comprehensive Plan Update
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2040 Comprehensive Plan Update

As the symbolic heart of the State,

the Vision for the Capitol Area is 

to be a unifying factor for all who

come to visit, live, work, learn and play.

New Vision Statement (approved October 2018)





1. As Minnesota’s seat of government and 
destination for thousands each year, the 
Capitol Area offers the highest quality 
experience to visitors. 



2. The Capitol Building and Mall is central to 
the identity of Saint Paul and serves as a 
dominant and unifying focal point of the 
entire city, as Cass Gilbert once envisioned.



3. The entire Capitol Area provides an 
integrated, high-quality, human-scale public 
realm experience.



4. The Capitol Area is an urban multi-modal 
district, seamlessly connected to destinations.



5. The Capitol Area is a model workplace, 
employing best practices in service to the 
public.



6. Land use diversity is encouraged 
throughout the Capitol Area.



7. In all parts of the Capitol Area, new 
development respects community, assets and 
context.
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7A - The Capitol Rice District is an Urban Village with Leif 
Erickson Park at its center.

7 – In all parts of the Capitol Area, new development 
respects community, assets and context.



Capitol Rice Community Input Event, January 2018

Why Chapter 7a First?

1. Capitol Rice Planning Track is 
complete. This planning process 
informed the policy in this 
chapter.

2. Development is coming. The 
Capitol Rice Development 
Framework makes us ready for 
development that may occur in 
Capitol Rice before release of the 
full 2040 Comprehensive Plan.



Community Stakeholder Groups
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Steering
• CAAPB’s Comprehensive Plan Committee

Public/Governmental
• Department of Administration
• Office of Enterprise Sustainability
• MNDOT Rethinking I-94 Office
• City of Saint Paul
• Ramsey County (Engineering)
• Metro Transit Commuter Programs
• Move Minnesota
• Minnesota Historical Society
• Capitol River Council
• Capitol Heights Block Club
• Frogtown Neighborhood Association
• Summit University Planning Council

Private Stakeholders and Land Owners
• Seritage (Sears site landowner)
• League of Minnesota Cities
• Christ on Capitol Hill Lutheran
• Ravoux Hi-Rise
• Capitol Ridge (Best Western)
• Saint Paul College
• AFL/CIO
• Sunrise Bank
• Good Neighbor Center



Thank You to the Team
• PED: Luis Pereira, Lucy Thompson, Kady Dadlez, 

Tony Johnson, Josh Williams, Mike Richardson, 
Nora Riemenschneider (CVZ), Vong Thao(CVZ), 
Marq Sung (CVZ), Rick Howden (CVZ)

• DSI: Tia Anderson
• Public Works: David Kuebler
• Parks: Ellen Stewart



Introduction
• Page 8: Policy summary table



1. The Capitol Rice District is an Urban Village.
2. Leif Erickson Park and the Capitol Rice Station 

is (and will be strengthened as) the heart of 
the urban village and center of an integrated 
mobility hub.

3. Rice Street will be restored as a "Mainstreet" 
corridor unifying the district and linking 
downtown to neighborhoods north. 

Pages 10-11

Vision
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The Capitol Rice Development Framework
Urban Form
A. Capitol Rice Relationship to the Greater Context
B. Open Space and Public Art
C. Street Design and Block Pattern
D. Land Use Mix & Opportunity Sites
E. Energy, Water and Waste Standards
F. Frontages
Mobility and Parking
G. Mobility and Parking Planning
Approval Process
H. Approvals Process For MX (Mixed Use District) Master Plans In The Capitol Area
Appendix: Mobility and Parking Plan Requirements
Appendix: City of Saint Paul – Standard Review Processes
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This is a form based 
(vs use based) 
regulatory 
framework
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Our parking and 
mobility situation 
is an interrelated
challenge



The Capitol Rice Development Framework
Urban Form
A. Capitol Rice Relationship to the Greater Context
B. Open Space and Public Art
C. Street Design and Block Pattern
D. Land Use Mix & Opportunity Sites
E. Energy, Water and Waste Standards
F. Frontages
Mobility and Parking
G. Mobility and Parking Planning
Approval Process
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Investment likes 
predictability



Rewritten and reviewed by the City of Saint Paul PED and DSI staff.

Page 39
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