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Background

2008: Historic resources identified along the
Green Line as part of Section 106 Review:

Saint Paul Urban Renewal Historic District

First Federal Savings & Loan
Construction of station required demolition of
First Federal Savings & Loan
Determined to be an “adverse effect” on
Urban Renewal Historic District
Mitigation: Met Council to prepare

redevelopment design guidelines for the
Central Station Block



Central Station Design Guidelines

Being prepared by City for Metropolitan
Council

Purpose: guide future development to be
compatible with the defining features of the
Urban Renewal Historic District, as well as
those of neighboring early-20t"-century
buildings

Adopted as an amendment to the Downtown
Station Area Plan (2010)

Building massing, form, height, materials -
not land use
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A note about photographs: Historic photographs are courtesy of the Minnesota Historical Society. Contemporary photos of the site comtext {2016) are by the
consuftants, or taken from Google maps street view (data provider: Google), where noted. Also, note that some photographs used 1o flustrate concepts for
compatible infill are from other places. These are used to convey a sense of character and quality of design that would generally be appropriate for the site.
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A8 GENTRAL STATION BLOGH DEVELOPMENT AND EXISTING CONDITIONS

Early 20th-Century Characteristics

and Motable Buildings

Three key eady 20th-cemtury buildings display
important charsctenstics that should be considered
in the development of the Central Station block. At
the same time, these elements showld not be directy
copied, as development should be “of its time.”

Key Characteristics of Early 20th-Century
Buildings

Iintegrated and Related Structures

Early 20th-century buddings in downiown  Saint
Peul are budt to be integrated and relste to one
amother, creating “ensembie Duildings” that connect
to ome another, meny times cresling a full dock
of development despite distinct percels and their
buddings.

Rectilinear Massing

Eafly 20th-century buBdings in downtown  Saint
Peul ere rectilinesr and ere built with three distinct
festures: & base, & maddle and a cap. The base
generslly provides pubbc scosss, storefromis and
other arries; the midde comprises the mejarity of the
structure visually and functionally, &nd i highly
grticulated; and the cep encompasses the top one or
two stories and provides architectursl detailing thet
visuslly “finishes” a building. The rectilinesr messing
of historic structures siso helps define the street edge
afd anchor the comers of lots.

Masonry Materials

I clownioen Saint Peul, early 20th-Century Suctures
mbﬂtufnusmrymmms.sm:mmn red brick
were the primary building materials used in extenor
construction of the Frst Metioral Bank Building,
Minnesote Buading and Saint Paul Athistic Club,

Ground-Fioor Entries

The main enfry to an esry 20th-cemiury building
i clearly defined slong the street wall through
architectursl OStelng, & Steppedieck fonm, of @
change in matenials or colors. Most structures hewe
Qe Primary entrance, with adeitionsal service doars, i
aveilabie.

Transparent Ground Floor

The Eround foor on early 20t-century buildings
is alzo notsble becsuse, in sdditon to the primary
ertrance, the ground Soor is primardy transparent.
The comiingtion of defined gnound-Roor entrywsys
and numenous 'l'ci'll.'ll:ﬁ'l‘S-, mary times aocented with
awnings, creatas a strong connection to the street.

Pedestrian-Oriented Signage

Sagnage on early 20th-certury buldings was dessgned
io be pedestrian-oriented, placed within the first two
Stones End Eeherelly CIOSE 10 the Primery entrence
of the building. Wall Signs, band signs and blade Sighs
WErE common Sign types used on histone buildings.
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18 GENTRAL STATION BLOGH DEVELOPMENT AND EXISTIRG OONDITIONS

Mid-Century Modern Characteristics

and Notable Buildings

Five key mid-century modern buildings surround the
(entral Station block and provide insight into key
features that may be reflected in future development
of the block.

Key Characteristics of Mid-Century
Maodern Buildings

Free-Standing Structures

Mich-Century modem buadings are most often presares
&5 free-standing, ndividual objects. In some cases,
they resate to other DUilngs in the comtext theough
buading coMponents that skgn or Storefronts that are
transparent in neture; in other ceses, a building does
not refate to another buildng in the comtet.

Extruded, Tower Forms

A mad-century modsm builsng typicelly has & large,
rectilinear farm on the mejority of the block, which
rises from & podium. From this form, many times &
tower form is extruded. Thes tower generally rises fo
10-200 stories; however, it ooes not cowver more then &
thard of the full building Socr plate.

Concrete, Steel and Glass Materals

The msjority of mid-century modemn Duildings in
clowrbown Saint Paul are buill of concrete, steel and
EEEE with Some scoent materials.

Single-Entry Structures

The primery entrance f0 some mid-cemtury madem
Bbuildings is less detsiled and herder to find &t the
pedestran |evel. Instesd, these single-entry structures
are generally oriented towsrds sutomabdes, which can
drive up b an entrence to drop & passenger of.

‘Blank” Public Realm

While some med-century modemn buildings uiiize
wincows slong the ground-Soor, meny have & Dlank
strest-wall, void of windows, ertrances or erchitectural
details that edd o the the pedestrian experiancs.

Auto-Oriented Signage

While the maan Signs far these strustures are generally
plaged near the premary entrance, many times these
are larger and arertad towards vehicles treveling
from Further distances, rather than for pedestrians that
are walking next o the structure.
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Map Key

Early 20th
Century Buildings
Saint Paul

Athletic Club

1st Mational
Bank Building

6 Minnasota Building

American Mational
J Bank Building

Morthwastern
Mational Bank

Osborn Building
Jand Plaza
MH Mutual Life

J Insurance Co.

._) Degres of
Hanor Building

Existing Conditions
=l = = = » Topographical Change

Green Lina
Transit Quauing
Bus transfer station
( Wiws to Mississippi
River and Minnesota
Suggested Features

State Capitol

Toweer Location

Pedestrian-friendly

Street Edge (Rrst floor trans parent)
Public Plaza |Access to

Station Platform)

e Parking Accessfrom

Minnesota 5t
s [ctin Sendce Access

Pedestrian-Actvated Wal keay




Central Station Block

Design Guidelines

Historic context

Design framework and principles
Guidelines for new development
Infill development scenarios
Circulation

Open space

Public art
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Scenario 1, View 1

Key features:

» Two towsrz ars connected by a largs
transparant skyway/public atrium spanning
the LAT tracks.

» The towsers provide @n opporiunity for
screansd parking above a minimum of two
lewalz of sctve wes.

» The articulation of the new building mass

on the southarmn comer aligne with tha

Athlstic Club {1} and the First Mational

Bank {2} buildings.

= The height of the firat mazsing form on tha
marth towar aligne with the Athletic Club (1).
Active and celsbrated public psdestrian
plazas provide access to the transit
plafform at the sastern and westem
comers. The design integratss with tha
imtarior of the building, providing syes on
the platform and circulation through tha
block that iz parallel to and distinguishsd
from the transit platform.

» Largs public pedsatman plazazs provids
opportunities for public art and wayfinding.

» Enclozsd sescalatorz from the pedestrian
plazas connsct to the upper skyway'
enclossd atium, replacing the pravious
vartical towsr at the western plaza that held
gtairz and an slevator.

» Skywayz connact each new tower to tha
suizting shkyway aystem and downtown
buildingz, providing accsss o existing
parking, offices and many ssmvicas,
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38  QENERAL DESIGN & \NDELIHES FOR NEW DEVELOPMENT ON THE CENTRAL STATRON ELOCHE



Scenariol, Views 2 & 3
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Plaza calebrates

Key Historic Resources
Early 20th-Century Bulldings
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Planning Commission Action

Release Central Station Block Design
Guidelines for public review
Set public hearing for April 21, 2017
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