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Vision : The Great River Park + The Development Framework 



Vision : Great River Passage 



Vision : Great River Passage 

The Saint Paul River Balcony . . . “will contribute to the economic vitality of Downtown and 

extend community life to the edge of the river. It will be comprised of a series of parks, linked 

by continuous broad pedestrian walkways that bring the City to the top of the bluff and the edge 
of the river.”  



Saint Paul River Balcony : Public Engagement Strategy  
Goal 
Ensure consistent communication, stakeholder outreach and project information updates at important 

milestone/decision points throughout the Master Plan and design process. 
 

Project Review Team  
Input from the Project Review Team, interested citizens and other community participants was sought 

through Public Open House events, focus topic roundtables and other venues. The Project Review 

Team included representatives from: 

          + City of Saint Paul Staff (PED, Parks, Public Works, HPC) 

          + Ramsey County Staff (RCRRA, Property Management) 

          + Saint Paul Design Center 

          + CapitolRiver Council 

          + Science Museum of Minnesota 

          + Public Art Saint Paul 

          + Exeter Group 

          + District Energy  
 

Meeting Type + Purpose 
• Project Review Team Meetings - Design Review and Critique  

• Design Team Workshops - Discuss and Prepare Design Options 

• Focus Topic Roundtables - In-Depth Discussion and Resolution of Key Issues  

• Public Open House - Information Update and Public Input 

 

  



History + Cultural Resources  

1875  

1975 

1925 



Precedent Research : Access + Connections 



Precedent Research : Parks + Trails + Open Space  



Study Area : Assets + Destinations 



Approach : district response to the Great River (valley)  



Concept Master Plan : Elements + Objectives 
1_Natural Resources :  

 river systems and the urban ecology 
• Integrate urban edge with natural systems (naturalize) 
• Protect, restore, reconnect habitat 
• Daylight streams, reveal historic drainage patterns 

and river reaches 
• Provide river-based programming and identity 
 

2_Parks + Trails + Open Space :  

 placemaking and a dynamic public realm 
• Provide visual and physical connections to the river 

(people should see and touch it) 
• Create signature place/primary destination in the city 
• Create multi-functional greenways connecting to 

adjacent neighborhoods 
• Integrate river-based recreational activities 
• Provide a variety of places/spaces that invite large 

and small group use 
 

3_Economic Development : 

 Land value and private sector investment 
• Enhance property value, create the market and attract 

new development 
• Building design compatible with surrounding 

city/environmental context 
• Promote connectivity; integrate multi-modal 

transportation systems 
• Development patterns reinforce river connections  
• Identify, preserve and enhance critical river views 
• Respect for value of the working river 
 

4_Sustainability : 

 district systems and the 21st Century City 
• Extend district energy, heating and cooling 

(explore Eco-District definition/components) 
• Clean, store and reuse stormwater before release 

to the river 
• Promote pedestrian and bicycle elements to 

reduce vehicle miles traveled 
• Introduce opportunities for food production (green 

roof, pubic space, aqua/hydroponics) 
 
5_Access + Connections : 

 linked assets and the Big Idea 
• Overcome barriers to river access (visual and 

physical) 
• Provide pedestrian infrastructure and wayfinding 
• Something about district connections and links to 

city/regional systems 
 
6_Art + History + Culture : 

 expression of what people take with them when they 

leave 
• Celebrate river ecology, geology and history 

through art and interpretive programming 
• Something about . . . reflected in physical design 

and integrated with infrastructure 



Concept Master Plan 



Concept Master Plan : Scale Model  



Concept Master Plan : Scale Model 



Concept Master Plan : Public Open House 



Saint Paul River Balcony: Next Steps 
 

• Complete River Balcony Master Plan – February 2016 

• Phase One (Robert Street to Union Depot) Schematic 

Design– March 2016  

• Ramsey County RFQ for Ramsey County West – March 

2016 

• Phase One Development Design – late 2016-early 2017 

• River Balcony Prototyping Festival – November 2015 – 

October 2016  

• Phase One Construction Documents - 2018 


