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BACKGROUND 

• City adopts many policies in 
Comprehensive Plan related to 
street design and “complete 
streets” 

• Complete Streets 
• Streets are designed with 

consideration of all modes and 
users of all ages and abilities 

• City Council passes Complete 
Streets resolution 

• State passes complete streets 
legislation 

• City of Saint Paul accredited by 
APWA 

• TIGER II Grant funded project 
• Project kicked off five years ago 

 
 

 



OUTREACH & DEVELOPMENT 

• Transportation Committee 
is advisory committee 

• Six pilot projects 
• Five design workshops  

• ~100 participants 
• Enhanced Better Block 

pilot project 
• ~250-300 participants 

• Interdepartmental 
technical committee  
• Public Works 
• Parks (Design & Forestry) 
• PED 
• Fire 

  

 

 



STREET DESIGN MANUAL 

• The Street Design Manual is based on 
“complete streets” principles and: 
• Establishes the Street Design Manual 

as Saint Paul’s best design practices. 
• Provides a reference for guiding 

manuals and standards. 
• Illustrates street improvements.  
• Explains how street elements affect 

multiple transportation modes. 
• Provides examples of multimodal 

projects. 
• Living document that will be 

updated regularly and 
administratively. 

• Will be approved by City Council by 
resolution. 
 



ACTION PLAN 
 

• The Complete Streets Action Plan: 
• Guides City staff on next steps for 

implementing Complete Streets policies. 
• Based on the work to complete the Street 

Design Manual and Pilot Projects 
• Nine recommendations 

• Short-term (1 year) 
• Medium-term (2 years) 
• Long-term (3-5 years) 

 
 



QUESTIONS? 

Anton Jerve 651-266-6567 
Anton.Jerve@ci.stpaul.mn.us 

www.stpaul.gov/completestreets 

http://www.stpaul.gov/completestreets


 



TESTIMONY 

• No written comments 
• 2 comments 

• Highland District Council 
• Action Plan Item 6 

• Further differentiate between pedestrian and Bike data 
• Ward 4 Office 

• Action Plan Item 2 
• Shift to neighborhood schools has not reduced bussing 

• Action Plan Item 7 
• City has begun collecting more comprehensive pedestrian 

and bike crash data 



DRAFT MANUAL SUMMARY 

intersections 

• “Living Document”  
• Links to founding documents 
• Focus on design elements rather than idealized cross-sections 

 



BACKGROUND 

• Most relevant manuals 
and guidelines that 
control street design 
• Federal down to local 
• Link to actual document agency 

title of 
manual 

level of 
governance 

level of authority 

overview 
of guidance 

 



STREET DESIGN TREATMENTS 
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STREET DESIGN TREATMENTS 



RECOMMENDATION 1 

• Goal: The City and community should explore traffic problems and 
options together, resulting in recommendations that will be the most 
likely to achieve the neighborhood’s objectives (Comprehensive Plan 
– Transportation Chapter, Policy 4.11).  
 
• Issue: There is a wide variation in neighborhood capacity around 

transportation-related issues.  
 
• Action: Support District Councils’ capacity for transportation 

issues by providing training to transportation committees 
particularly around safety and arterial roads.  

 
 



RECOMMENDATION 2 

• Goal: Provide safe citywide connections to schools, libraries, parks, 
and recreation centers, with improved crossings and comfortable 
pedestrian environments at high demand destinations 
(Comprehensive Plan – Transportation Chapter, Policy  
 
• Issue: Some neighborhoods are missing the infrastructure necessary 

to allow children to walk to school.  
 
• Action: Develop a Safe Routes to School or similar program.  

 
 



RECOMMENDATION 3 

• Goal: Design should be sensitive to the context and community in 
which it is located. Performance standards should be established with 
measurable outcomes (Comprehensive Plan – Transportation Chapter, 
Policy 1.1). 
 
• Issue: Reports to Transportation Committee provide minimal 

information and do not allow for tracking project characteristics 
related to complete streets.  
 
• Action: Modify Transportation Committee report to explicitly 

include how projects are meeting complete streets policies.  

 
 



RECOMMENDATION 4 

• Goal: Support transit-oriented design through zoning and 
design guidelines. Compact, street-oriented design should 
be emphasized to promote walkability and transit use, 
especially in commercial corridors. Standards for building 
placement and design based primarily on the needs of the 
pedestrian should be enforced and expanded 
(Comprehensive Plan – Transportation Chapter, Policy 2.2).  
 
• Issue: Traffic studies done as part of site plan review typically are 

only for auto traffic and pedestrian accommodation is limited to 
sidewalks.  

 
• Action: Review and implement pedestrian-oriented features 

adjacent to development projects as part of site plan review.  
 
 



RECOMMENDATION 5 

• Goal: Develop a strategy for investing in a broad range of 
infrastructure projects, including, but not limited to, street and traffic 
improvements to support the growth of existing employment, services, 
parks, and schools (Comprehensive Plan – Transportation Chapter, 
Policy 2.4).  
 
• Issue: Public Works has not as standard practice coordinated with 

other departments in the street design process.  
 
• Action: Build on recent efforts of inter-departmental collaboration 

by continuing project planning coordination meetings and 
scoping retreats for upcoming street projects. This collaboration 
facilitates identifying “win-wins,” implementing plans, and 
designing streets that live up to the City’s vision.  

 
 



RECOMMENDATION 6 

• Goal: Collaborate with non-profit, volunteer, and business 
organizations to coordinate bicycle counts at sample intersections 
and on selected routes. Regular counts will help the City better 
understand trends in bicycling citywide and prioritize improvements 
and maintenance (Comprehensive Plan – Transportation Chapter, 
Policy 3.14). 
 
• Issue: Very limited biking and walking data impair decision making 

processes.  
 
• Action: Establish a practice of bike and pedestrian counts 

including frequency and methodology.  
 
 



RECOMMENDATION 7 

• Goal: Increase pedestrian, bicycle, and motorist safety through 
effective law enforcement, detailed crash analysis, and engineering 
improvements to reduce the risk of crashes (Comprehensive Plan – 
Transportation Chapter, Policy 1.14).  
 
• Issue: Projects have been prioritized based pavement quality rather 

than safety especially the safety of those most vulnerable.  
 

• Action: Refine data-driven methodology to rank street 
projects for citywide programs.  

 
 



RECOMMENDATION 8 

• Goal: Connect neighborhoods that have poor sidewalks or little 
access to trails and bike routes, especially east and north of 
Downtown (Comprehensive Plan – Transportation Chapter, Policy 4.7). 
 
• Issue: Many gaps in sidewalk infrastructure exist throughout the city.  

 
• Action: Initiate a Comprehensive Pedestrian Plan.  

 
 



RECOMMENDATION 9 

• Goal: Define parkway character, features, and amenities; clarify 
parkway designations; and assign improvement responsibilities and 
resources (Comprehensive Plan – Parks Chapter, Policy 6.10).  
 
• Issue: Policies guiding parkway design and management are 

confusing and do not identify goals. 
 

• Action: Develop specific guiding policies and priorities for 
parkways as part of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan update.  
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