
Accessory Dwelling Unit – Zoning Text Amendments 

 

Sec. 65.913. - Dwelling unit, accessory. 

A secondary dwelling unit, subordinate to a principal one-family dwelling, within or attached to a one-
family dwelling or in a detached accessory building on the same zoning lot. 

Standards and conditions: 

(a)  Lot location. The lot shall be located within one-half (½) mile of University Avenue between 
Emerald Street and Lexington Parkway.  

(ba)  Minimum lot size. For accessory dwelling units located in an accessory structure, the lot shall be 
at least five thousand (5,000) square feet in area.  

(cb)  Number of accessory units. There shall be no more than one (1) accessory dwelling unit on a 
zoning lot.  

(dc)  Compliance with other city, local, regional, state and federal regulations. Pursuant to section 
60.109 of the Zoning Code, all accessory dwelling units must comply with city, local, regional, 
state and federal regulations.  

(ed)  Unit occupancy.  

(1)  The total occupancy of the principal dwelling unit and accessory dwelling unit shall not 
exceed the definition of family in Section 60.207 allowed in a single housekeeping unit.  

(2)  The property owner of record shall occupy either the principal dwelling unit or the accessory 
dwelling unit as their permanent and principal residence. Using the form provided by the city, 
the property owner shall execute a declaration of land use restrictive covenants and owner's 
warranties creating certain covenants running with the land for the purpose of enforcing the 
standards and conditions of this subsection and file the same with the county recorder. The 
property owner must deliver an executed original of the declaration, which shall display its 
date and document number of record, to the zoning administrator before any city building or 
zoning permits required for the accessory dwelling unit can be issued.  

(3)  The property owner shall file an annual affidavit with the zoning administrator verifying 
continued owner-occupancy of the property as their permanent and principal residence. A 
fee shall be collected in accordance with section 61.302.  

(4)  At the request of the property owner and upon inspection finding the accessory dwelling unit 
has been removed, the zoning administrator shall record a release of any previously recorded 
covenant for that accessory dwelling unit. Any and all filing costs shall be the responsibility 
of the property owner.  

(fe)  Unit size. The floor area of the accessory unit shall be a maximum of eight hundred (800) square 
feet. If the accessory unit is located interior to the principal structure, the principal structure shall 
have a minimum floor area of one thousand (1,000) square feet and the accessory unit shall not 
exceed one-third (⅓) of the total floor area of the structure.  

(gf)  Access and entrances.  

(1)  A walkway shall be provided from an abutting public street to the primary entrance of the 
accessory dwelling unit.  

(2)  Upper floor units within the principal structure shall have interior stairway access to the 
primary entrance of the unit. Secondary stairways required for fire safety may be located on 
the exterior of the side or rear of the building, but shall not be allowed on the front of the 
building.  



(3)  Exterior stairways shall be built of durable materials that match the finish of the principal 
structure or accessory building to which they are attached. Raw or unfinished lumber shall 
not be permitted.  

(hg) Parking. Provided that the minimum parking requirement for the principal one-family dwelling on 
the lot is met, no additional parking is required.  

(ih)  Ownership. The accessory dwelling unit shall not be sold separately from the principal dwelling 
unit, and may not be a separate tax parcel.  

 

Sec. 66.221. – Principal uses. 

Table 66.221, principal uses in residential districts, lists all permitted and conditional uses in the RL—
RM3 residential districts, and notes applicable development standards and conditions. 

Table 66.221. Principal Uses in Residential Districts 

Use RL R1-
R4 

RT1 RT2 RM1 RM2 RM3 Definition 
Development 
(d) 
Standards (s)

Residential 
....   
Accessory Uses 
   
Accessory use P P P P P P P (d), (s) 

Dwelling unit, accessory P P P P P P (d), (s) 

Accessory retail service and 
office 

C C (s) 

Support services in housing 
for the elderly 

 
P P (d), (s) 

 


