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CITY OF SAINT PAUL 
HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

 

FILE NAME: 26 Exchange Street 

INVENTORY NUMBER: RA-SPC-1200 

APPLICANT:  Rachel Peterson 

OWNER: Rebound Exchange, LLC 

DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING:  March 22, 2018 

HPC SITE/DISTRICT: St. Agatha’s Conservatory of Music & Art Heritage Preservation Site 

WARD: 2  DISTRICT COUNCIL: 17   ZONING:  B4    

CLASSIFICATION:  Restoration / Renovation 

STAFF INVESTIGATION AND REPORT:  George Gause 

A. SITE DESCRIPTION: 

The Exchange Building was constructed between 1908 and 1910 for Saint Agatha’s Conservatory of Music 
and Arts, an arts-education institution operated by the Sisters of Saint Joseph. It was constructed with two 
sections—the North Building and the South Building— which are connected on the garden level, first floor, 
and second floor by a link. The North Building stands six stories tall and the south building is three stories 
tall with exposed basements. 

B. PROPOSED CHANGES: 
The applicant proposes to install a corner blade sign and an entrance sign.     

C. STAFF COMMENTS: 
The HPC reviewed exterior work for this structure in March 2018.  The renovation work is nearing 
completion and the hotel has need for signage.  Two signs are proposed, a corner blade sign and a portico 
sign.  Signs will be attached through the mortar joints, so the signage will not negatively affect the 
structure.  Signage will not damage or obscure the key architectural features.  The signs as proposed will be 
placed at a traditional location for signage and will be subordinate to the overall building composition.  
 

D. GUIDELINE CITATIONS: 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation: 

Guideline Meets 
Guideline? 

Comments 

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and 
construction techniques or examples of 
craftsmanship that characterize a property will be 
preserved. 

Yes Distinctive materials, features, 
finishes, and construction techniques 
or examples of craftsmanship will not 
be affected. 

9. New additions, exterior alterations or related 
new construction will not destroy historic 
materials, features and spatial relationships that 
characterize the property. The new work will be 
differentiated from the old and will be compatible 
with the historic materials, features, size, scale and 
proportion, and massing to protect the integrity of 
the property and its environment. 

Yes  Signage will not destroy or obscure 
any historic materials. 
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10. New additions and adjacent or related new 
construction will be undertaken in such a manner 
that, if removed in the future, the essential form 
and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 

Yes Signage connection will be made at 
the mortar joints and easily 
reversable. 

 
E. FINDINGS: 

1.    Pursuant to Sec. 73.05 of the Legislative Code, St. Agatha’s Conservatory of Music & Art has been 
designated a Heritage Preservation Site. The Heritage Preservation Commission shall protect the 
architectural character of heritage preservation sites through review and approval or denial of 
applications for city permits for exterior work within designated heritage preservation sites §73.04.(4). 

2. The building was constructed between 1908 and 1911.  The structure is also individually listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

3. Signage will not damage or obscure the key architectural features and will be easily reversable. 

4. Sign will follow regulations outlined in City ordinances. 
5. Signs will be placed in traditional locations.  
6. The proposal to install signage at 26 Exchange Street will not adversely affect the Program for the 

Preservation and architectural control of the individually listed Heritage Preservation Site (Leg. Code 
§73.06 (e)) so long as the conditions are met. 

F. STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Based on the findings staff recommends approval of construction of the new accessory structure provided 
the following condition(s) are met: 

1. Any attachments made to masonry facades shall be made through the mortar joints and not through 
masonry units.   

2. Approval is written in conjunction with and referencing submitted application and approved plans.  
Conditions of this approval MAY supersede any contradictory notes or schedules found on project 
description or drawings. This approval is VOID if the approved description or plans are altered from the 
submitted application. 

3. Work to be accomplished in accordance with all applicable zoning regulations and building codes, or 
Board of Zoning Appeals decision.  This approval does not constitute or recommend a hardship for 
purposes of zoning review. 

4. Further permits and approvals may be required.  This approval signifies review and issuance based on 
the Heritage Preservation regulations and guidelines.  No other city, state, or federal review and 
approval should be assumed or implied by this approval. 

 
G. SUGGESTED MOTION: 

I move to conditionally approve signage installation at 26 Exchange Street per the findings of fact, 
presented testimony, submitted documentation and information provided in the staff report with the four 
conditions. 
 

Motion Change 
If the HPC decides to change the motion, then finding #3-6 and condition #1 will need to be 
changed. 
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