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CITY OF SAINT PAUL 

HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

 

FILE NAME:  882 West Seventh Street 

INVENTORY NUMBER: RA-SPC-2937 

APPLICANT: Craig Cohen      
ARCHITECT:  Jerry Hagen, Hagen Christensen & McIlwain Architects  
DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING:  June 14, 2018 
HPC SITE/DISTRICT: Jacob Schmidt Brewing Company Historic District 
PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: 1858-1955 
CATEGORY:  Contributing  WARD: 2  DISTRICT COUNCIL: 9 
ZONING:  T3   CLASSIFICATION:  Addition 

STAFF INVESTIGATION AND REPORT:  George Gause 

A. SITE DESCRIPTION: 

The Office Building was constructed in 1935 in a Streamline Moderne style.  The U-shaped building is a 
masonry structure faced in orange-tan brick and trimmed in Bedford stone. The main entry is at the center of 
the Seventh Street elevation, with an elaborate architrave made up of broad, fluted pilasters, a wide lintel, 
and a carved rendition of the circular Jacob Schmidt Brewing Company logo.  
 
 

B. PROPOSED CHANGES: 

Deck: The applicant proposes to construct a wood deck to the rear of the Jacob Schmidt office building.  This 
deck will provide an outdoor patio space for the first level restaurant space (Rose Street Patisserie).  The 
deck will be raised to the same level as the first floor of the office building which is approximately 3 ½’.  The 
deck will bridge to the building at the northeastern door.  Overall deck will be 14’ x 58’, wood plank flooring 
and feature stainless steel tensioned cable baluster railing.  The entire deck will be set back from the building 
approximately 3 ½’.  The deck will not be visible from the public right-of-way. 
 
Door: An expansion of the rear door from a single door to a double door on the south façade is needed to 
accommodate the adaptive reuse of the structure.  A larger entry is required for deliveries and ADA access 
(adjacent to ADA parking)to the proposed restaurant spaces.  The door is on the rear façade and would not 
be visible from the public right-of-way.  The opening will be configured to be compatible with other openings 
on the structure.  The stoop with railing would be slightly expanded to accommodate the larger door opening.  
All materials of the stoop will match the existing. 
 
Mechanical:  A new exhaust fan will be installed on the roof over the southeast wing to accommodate the 
restaurant use proposed for this wing of the building. 

 
 

C. BACKGROUND: 
The restoration plans for the Jacob Schmidt office building and Rathskeller were conditionally approved by 
the HPC in 2012.  Plans were re-reviewed and issued by the HPC earlier this year.  An outdoor patio seating 
area is needed for the proposed restaurant use. 
 
 

 

D. GUIDELINE CITATIONS: 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

Guideline Meets 

Guideline? 

Comments 

9. New additions, exterior alterations or related new 
construction will not destroy historic materials, 
features and spatial relationships that characterize 
the property. The new work will be differentiated 
from the old and will be compatible with the historic 
materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and 
massing to protect the integrity of the property and 
its environment. 

 

Yes 

Proposed deck will be set back 3 ½’ 
from the building, connected through 
a minimal bridge and would not be 
visible from the public right-of-way.   

The door alteration is required to 
accommodate a adaptive reuse of the 
structure from office to public 
(restaurant) space.  It is also required 
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 for ADA access to the building. 

10. New additions and adjacent or related new 
construction will be undertaken in such a manner 
that, if removed in the future, the essential form 
and integrity of the historic property and its 
environment would be unimpaired. 

 

Yes 

Proposed deck will be sited away from 
the rear facade, preserving the form 
and integrity of the structure and could 
be easily removable in the future. 

 

 
E. Sec. 74-08 Jacob Schmidt Brewing Company Preservation Program 

Guideline Meets 

Guideline? 

Comments 

(4) Existing structures and building 
a. Exterior Surfaces.   
Decks and fire stairs: Deck and fire stair additions 

and new balconies may be acceptable in some 

cases, but should be kept to the rear of buildings 

where they will be the most inconspicuous and 

detract the least from the historical context. The 

detailing of decks and exterior stairs should be 

compatible with the period and style of the building.  

Yes 
Proposed deck is located at the rear 
of the structure and will be mostly 
inconspicuous.   

(4) Existing structures and building 
e. Windows and doors.  
Openings: Infilling of window openings or installing 
new openings may be permissible on secondary 
facades if standard sizes approximate the size and 
proportions of the opening.  
 

Yes 
The door alteration is located on the 
rear façade of the structure.  The new 
opening will be proportionate to the 
existing doors/windows. 

(4) Existing structures and building 
e. Windows and doors.  
Solid to void ratio: New openings may be 
acceptable on secondary or minimally visible 
elevations so long as they do not destroy or alter 
any architectural features and the size and 
placement is in keeping with the solid-to-void (wall-
to-openings) ratio of the elevation.  

 

Yes 
The door alteration is located on the 
rear façade of the structure.  This 
façade in not visible from the public 
right-of-way.  No architectural features 
will be altered or removed. 

(4) Existing structures and building 
e. Windows and doors.  

Panes, sashes and hardware: Historic windows 

should be preserved and if replacement is 

warranted, windows should be replaced in-kind. 

Window panes should be two-way glass. No 

reflective or spandrel glass is permitted. Window 

installations may be acceptable in secondary 

facades.  

 

Yes 
The door alteration is located on the 
rear façade of the structure.  

 

F. FINDINGS: 
1. On May 25, 2011, the Jacob Schmidt Brewing Company Heritage District was established under 

Ordinance No. 11-46, § 1.  The Heritage Preservation Commission shall protect the architectural 
character of heritage preservation sites through review and approval or denial of applications for city 
permits for exterior work within designated heritage preservation sites §73.04.(4). 
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2. The building is categorized as contributing to the character of the Jacob Schmidt Brewing Company 
Heritage District.  

3. The Period of Significance for the Jacob Schmidt Brewing Company Heritage Preservation District is 
1858-1955. 

4. Exterior Surfaces. The proposal to construct a rear deck, which will be sited away from the rear 
facade, preserving the form and integrity of the structure and easily removable in the future is 
compliant with the Preservation Program for Jacob Schmidt Brewing Company Heritage District. 

5. Existing structures and building-windows and doors.  The alteration of a single door to a double door 
is on a secondary façade. 

6. The proposal to construct a rear deck, door expansion and mechanical installation at 882 West 7
th
 

Street will not adversely affect the Program for the Preservation and architectural control of the 
Jacob Schmidt Brewing Company Heritage Preservation District (Leg. Code §73.06 (e)) so long as 
the conditions are met. 

 

E. STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Based on the findings, staff recommends approval with the following conditions: 

1. All final materials, mock-ups, colors and details shall be submitted to the HPC staff for final review and 
approval. 

2. Any revisions to approved plans shall be re-reviewed and approved by the HPC staff. If revisions are 
significant, new plans may need to be drafted and submitted for final review and approval.  

3. The HPC stamped approved plans shall remain available on site for the duration of the project.  

4. Items not listed in project scope have not been reviewed.  Any changes or additions require further 
review. 

5. This Certificate is VOID if the approved plans are altered from the Heritage Preservation approved 
plans. 

6. All measurements and relationships of existing conditions and new construction shall be field checked 
for accuracy with submitted plans at the responsibility of the applicant.  Inaccuracies or differences 
should be reported to HPC staff prior to commencement. 

 

F. SUGGESTED MOTION 

 

I move to conditionally approve application #18-022 to construct a rear deck, door expansion and 
mechanical installation at 882 West 7

th
 Street as per the findings of fact, presented testimony, submitted 

documentation and information provided in the staff report with the 6 conditions. 

 

 

 

South façade door to be expanded 




















