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DATE: January 8, 2019
TO: Reuben Collins, City of Saint Paul
FROM: Jordan Schwarze, PE, Alliant Engineering

Hannah Johnson, Alliant Engineering

SUBJECT: Como Avenue Trail Parking Study

1. Introduction

In conjunction with the proposed Como Avenue Trail project from Raymond Avenue to
Hamline Avenue in Saint Paul, Alliant Engineering has conducted a study to document existing
parking operations and estimate potential future impacts. The proposed trail project may impact
on-street parking along one or both sides of Como Avenue from the University of Minnesota
(UMN) Transitway to Hamline Avenue. Therefore, the purpose of this study is to evaluate the
current on-street and off-street parking demand and supply along this segment of Como Avenue.

2. Data Collection

To understand existing parking demand, parking occupancy data was collected on three different
occasions in the months of October and November 2018 for each of the following time periods,
with the intent to capture typical conditions:
e Weekday (Collected Tuesday 10/23/18, Wednesday 10/24/18, and Thursday10/25/18)
o Between 4:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m.
o Between 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
o Between 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.
e Saturday
o Between 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. (Collected 10/20/18, 10/27/18, and 11/3/18)
o Between 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. (Collected 10/20/18, 10/27/18, and 11/10/18)
e Sunday (Collected 10/21/18, 10/28/18, 11/4/18)
o Between 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Additionally, an inventory of on-street and off-street parking supply and restrictions was
completed and is illustrated in Figure 1.
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3. Parking Analysis & Conclusions

Parking occupancy data indicates sufficient parking is currently available over the majority of the
observed streets and parking lots within the study area. Figure 2 and Figure 3 detail parking
occupancy data over the observed weekdays and weekends respectively.

Key parking observations west of Snelling Avenue (MN 51) include the following:

e Como Avenue on-street parking demand is minimal.

o During each observation period, available parking was significantly less than
50 percent occupied.

o No more than six vehicles were parked on any given block during all observation
periods. Most observations noted zero vehicles parked.

e Off-street parking demand is greater than on-street parking demand but is not at critical
levels and is not expected to be significantly impacted by any on-street parking
displacement.

Displacing on-street parking due to the proposed trail project along Como Avenue west of
Snelling Avenue is expected to have minimal impact.

Key parking observations east of Snelling Avenue (MN 51) include the following:

e With the exception of the Como Avenue block from Snelling Avenue to Arona Street,
on-street parking demand is limited.

e Along Como Avenue from Snelling Avenue to Arona Street, observed weekdays and
weekends had occasional periods where less than 50 percent of on-street parking capacity
was available.

o Sunday mornings exhibited the greatest parking demand, as the maximum observed
demand reached capacity on the north side of Como Avenue and 92 percent occupancy
on the south side. The north side of Como Avenue averaged 80 percent occupancy
while the south side averaged 72 percent occupancy.

= The observed Sunday maximums can likely be attributed to late-morning services
at The Redeemed Christian Church of God (1535 Como Avenue), as occupancy in
the church owned parking lot on the south side of Como Avenue was also
documented to be significantly higher during the Sunday observation period.

= On observed Sundays, sufficient on-street parking was available within one block
to absorb vehicles potentially displaced from Como Avenue in the future.

o On weekdays and Saturdays, parking demand between Snelling Avenue and
Arona Street did not reach capacity during any observed time period.
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Displacing on-street parking due to the proposed trail project along Como Avenue east of
Snelling Avenue is expected to have limited impact. Observed parking demand only reached
capacity on the segment of Como Avenue between Snelling Avenue and Arona Street on Sunday
mornings. During this period, sufficient parking was available on-street within one block to absorb
vehicles potentially displaced from Como Avenue in the future.

It should be noted that parking is limited within the study area during the Minnesota State Fair.
However, conditions during the 12-day run of the Fair are atypical and were not considered in this
parking study. Also of note is the proximity of the study area to Como Park and the potential for
significant parking demand on busy summer days. Within the timeframe of this parking study,
impacts from Como Park were not able to be evaluated.
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Weekend Parking Observations




