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Tiered Environment Review
for Activity/Project that is
Categorically Excluded Subject to Section 58.5
Pursuant to 24 CFR 58.35(a)

Project Information


	Project Name:
	East-Side-Home-Improvement-Loan-Program-FY-26-27



	HEROS Number:
	900000010535896



	Start Date:
	05/28/2026



	Responsible Entity (RE):  
	ST. PAUL, DEPARTMENT OF PED ST. PAUL MN, 55102



	State / Local Identifier:  
	



	RE Preparer:  
	Stefan Duarte-Breen




	Certifying Officer:
	Yasmine Robinson



	Grant Recipient (if different than Responsible Entity):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


	Consultant (if applicable):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


40 CFR 1506.5(b)(4): The lead agency or, where appropriate, a cooperating agency shall prepare a disclosure statement for the contractor's execution specifying that the contractor has no financial or other interest in the outcome of the action. Such statement need not include privileged or confidential trade secrets or other confidential business information.  

	
	By checking this box, I attest that as a consultant, I have no financial or other interest in the outcome of the undertaking assessed in this environmental review.



	Additional Location Information:

	N/A



	Direct Comments to:
	Stefan Duarte Breen, 1400 City Hall Annex, 25 West Fourth Street, Saint Paul, MN 55102



	Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]:

	The East Side Revolving Loan Fund 's primary purpose is to provide low interest loans and construction management services to low income homeowners in the Dayton's Bluff, Payne Phalen, Greater East Side and South East neighborhoods. The program will maintain and/or improve their homes.



Maps, photographs, and other documentation of project location and description:

	Approximate size of the project area: 
	more than 1 square mile



	Length of time covered by this review: 
	2 Years



	Maximum number of dwelling units or lots addressed by this tiered review: 

	20



Level of Environmental Review Determination:
	Categorically Excluded per 24 CFR 58.35(a), and subject to laws and authorities at §58.5:

	58.35(a)(3)



Determination:
	
	Extraordinary circumstances exist and this project may result in significant environmental impact.  This project requires preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA); OR 

	
	There are no extraordinary circumstances which would require completion of an EA, and this project may remain CEST.





Approval Documents:
East Side Home Improvement Program 26 27 HEROS Signature Page - signed.pdf

	7015.15 certified by Certifying Officer on:
	



	7015.16 certified by Authorizing Officer on:
	



Funding Information 

	Grant / Project Identification Number
	HUD Program 
	Program Name
	Funding Amount

	B-26-MC-27-0007
	Community Planning and Development (CPD)
	Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) (Entitlement)
	$500,000.00

	B-27-MC-27-0007
	Community Planning and Development (CPD)
	Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) (Entitlement)
	$500,000.00



	Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount: 

	$1,000,000.00



	Estimated Total Project Cost [24 CFR 58.2 (a) (5)]:
	$1,000,000.00




Compliance with 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5 and §58.6 Laws and Authorities

	Compliance Factors: 
Statutes, Executive Orders, and Regulations listed at 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5, and §58.6
	Was compliance achieved at the broad level of review?
	Describe here compliance determinations made at the broad level and source documentation.

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.6

	Airport Hazards
	  Yes     No
	 

	Coastal Barrier Resources Act 
	  Yes      No
	The only designated Coastal Zone is located in Duluth or approximately 130 miles to the north. This project is not located in or does not affect a Coastal Zone as defined in the state Coastal Management Plan. The project is in compliance with the Coastal Zone Management Act.

	Flood Insurance
	  Yes     No
	 

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.5

	Air Quality
	  Yes      No
	Based on the project description, this project includes no activities that would require further evaluation under the Clean Air Act. Therefore, the project is compliant with the Clean Air Act.

	Coastal Zone Management Act
	  Yes      No
	The only designated Coastal Zone is located in Duluth or approximately 130 miles to the north. This project is not located in or does not affect a Coastal Zone as defined in the state Coastal Management Plan. The project is in compliance with the Coastal Zone Management Act

	Contamination and Toxic Substances
	  Yes     No
	 

	Endangered Species Act
	  Yes     No
	 

	Explosive and Flammable Hazards
	  Yes     No
	 

	Farmlands Protection
	  Yes      No
	The project site is located in a first-tier city with no identifiable prime or good agricultural land for farm use. This project does not include any activities that could potentially convert agricultural land to a non-agricultural use. The project is in compliance with the Farmland Protection Policy Act.

	Floodplain Management
	  Yes     No
	 

	Historic Preservation
	  Yes     No
	 

	Noise Abatement and Control
	  Yes     No
	 

	Sole Source Aquifers
	  Yes      No
	The nearest sole source aquifer is located approximately 80 miles north. The project is not located on a sole source aquifer area. The project is in compliance with Sole Source Aquifer requirements.

	Wetlands Protection
	  Yes     No
	 

	Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
	  Yes      No
	This project is not within proximity of a NWSRS river. The project is in compliance with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.


Supporting documentation
04 Citywide 30 AMI Program Air Quality.pdf
02 Citywide 30 AMI Program CBRS.pdf
05 Citywide 30 AMI Program Coastal Zone Management.pdf
09 Citywide 30 AMI Program US Census Bureau Urbanized Area Map.pdf
13 Citywide 30 AMI Program SSA.pdf
15 Citywide 30 AMI Wild Rivers.pdf

Written Strategies
The following strategies provide the policy, standard, or process to be followed in the site-specific review for each law, authority, and factor that will require completion of a site-specific review.

	1
	
	Airport Hazards

	
	
	The project site will be evaluated to determine its proximity to 3,000 feet of a civilian airport or 15,000 miles of a military airfield. If the site is within a designated Airport Clear Zone or Runway Clear Zone additional research will be conducted in compliance with 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D.

	2
	
	Flood Insurance

	
	
	The project site will be evaluated using the FEMA FIRMette map to determine if the site is within a flood plain. If the site is within a designated flood plain research will be conducted to determine whether the site has flood insurance or needs to be obtained. If the project does not meet compliance consultation with HUD, the DNR, and/or other agencies will be contacted. If the project is still not in compliance after consultation with the Flood Insurance requirements the project will not move forward.

	3
	
	Contamination and Toxic Substances

	
	
	Each site will be mapped and a study area of .25 mile from the site will be evaluated for contaminated and toxic sites and sites located within 3,000 feet of a toxic or solid waste landfill site will be evaluated more closely to determine if the site is safe using the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's data. If any contaminated sites are found consultation with one or multiple of the following agencies HUD, DNR, MPCA, Ramsey County, or any other relevant agency. Any sites that is adversely impacted by contamination or hazardous substances will not be eligible.

	4
	
	Endangered Species

	
	
	Site specific revaluation will be completed to ensure no endangered species will be harmed based on the project activities. If activities involved may endanger any species the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's online Information for Planning and Consultation portal will be utilized to identify endangered species near the project site. If any activities include development, construction, rehabilitation that will increase residential densities, or conversion, additional research will be taken. If additional research is required a study area using the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's (MPCA) website will be conducted. If additional consultation is required the relevant agencies will be contacted (DNR, MPCA, County, etc.). If the project is still not in compliance after consultation the project will not move forward.

	5
	
	Explosive and Flammable Hazards

	
	
	The site specific project will determine if the project will develop a hazardous facility (a facility that mainly stores, handles or processes flammable or combustible chemicals such as bulk fuel storage facilities and refineries), or if it will include activities that are development, construction, rehabilitation that will increase residential densities, or conversion. If the site-specific project includes any of these, a study area of 1 mile of the project site will be evaluated for any current or planned stationary aboveground storage containers. All flammable or explosive materials listed in Appendix I of 24 CFR part 51 subpart C will be noted and evaluated. When necessary, the HUD Acceptable Separation Distance Electronic Assessment Tool will be used to calculate the required separate distance. If additional consultation is necessary the MPCA, Ramsey County, or any other relevant agency will be contacted. Any sites that is adversely impacted by explosive and flammable hazards will not be eligible for funding if compliance cannot be achieved.

	6
	
	Floodplain Management

	
	
	The project site will be evaluated using the FEMA FIRMette map to determine if the site is within a flood plain. If the site is within a designated flood plain research will be conducted with consultation from HUD, the DNR, and/or other agencies. If the project is still not in compliance after consultation with the Flood Insurance requirements the project will not move forward.

	7
	
	Historic Preservation

	
	
	A site will be reviewed using the county tax data to determine its age and whether it is 50 years or older to be eligible for historic designation. Research will also go into determining if the site is located in a designated historic site. If the project site does not fall into either of these then it is in compliance and no further determination is needed. If the site is 50 years or older, or in a historic site, then the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) will be requested to make a determination on the site's eligibility as a historic site. If SHPO concludes the site is not eligible for historic designation or will not adversely affect nearby historic sites, the site will be in compliance. If SHPO requires additional measures, conditions, or design standards, we will work with SHPO, the developer, and other relevant agencies to comply with SHPO to be compliant. If any site is not able to meet compliance, they will not be eligible for funding.

	8
	
	Noise Abatement and Control

	
	
	HUD's DNL Calculator will be used to review noise generators to ensure that the site is within acceptable noise levels, which is less than 65dB. Vehicle traffic will be evaluated using a 1,000 buffer. Train traffic will be evaluated using a 3,000 buffer. Air traffic will be evaluated using a 15-mile buffer. Noise will be considered depending on the project site activities. If the project includes single family rehabilitation, noise attenuation will be encouraged using the most ''practicable'' for existing single-family homes (one to four family properties), such as replacement of windows, doors, and insulation. If the DNL Calculator shows noise levels above 65 dB, the homeowner will be advised and will be encouraged to add windows and/or insulation to the project's scope, as funding allows.

	9
	
	Wetlands Protection

	
	
	The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Wetland mapper will be used to identify where wetlands are and their proximity to the project site. A determination will be made about whether the project is in or near a wetland. If the project is determined to be in or near a wetland, the footprint of the structure will not be allowed to be increased and the paved areas on the property will not be allowed to be increased. The Fish and Wildlife Service, DNR or other relevant agencies will be consulted if necessary.


Supporting documentation 


APPENDIX A:  Site Specific Reviews
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