Tiered Environment Review
Environmental Assessment
Determinations and Compliance Findings for HUD-assisted 
Projects 24 CFR Part 58

Project Information

	Project Name:
	Housing-Real-Estate-Multi-Unit-Development-Fund-FY-26-27



	HEROS Number:	
	900000010535999



	Responsible Entity (RE):  
	ST. PAUL, DEPARTMENT OF PED ST. PAUL MN, 55102



	State / Local Identifier:  
	



	RE Preparer:  
	Stefan Duarte-Breen




	Certifying Officer:
	Yasmine Robinson



	Grant Recipient (if different than Responsible Entity):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


	Consultant (if applicable):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


	Project Location:
	Saint Paul, MN 



	Additional Location Information:

	Citywide program.



	Direct Comments to:
	



	Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]:

	The Department of Planning and Economic Development (PED) and the Housing and Redevelopment Authority (HRA) will finance the preservation and new production of affordable multi-family housing. There are 22,335 renter households in Saint Paul with incomes at or below 30% AMI, and only 11,560 units affordable to these households, representing a shortage of nearly 11,000 units. This shortage most impacts communities of color, given that a significantly larger share of BIPOC residents have incomes at or below 30% AMI. Investments to create or preserve housing at the lower end of the income band in areas with rapidly increasing rents helps prevent displacement and the negative effects of gentrification.



Statement of Purpose and Need for the Proposal [40 CFR 1508.9(b)]: 
The program will support residents of Saint Paul who are experiencing housing cost burdens by helping to produce affordable housing options in the City of Saint Paul.




Existing Conditions and Trends [24 CFR 58.40(a)]:
The City of Saint Paul has a need to create affordable housing to meet the shortage of roughly 11,000 units.


Maps, photographs, and other documentation of project location and description:
To be determined locations within the City of Saint Paul.

	Approximate size of the project area: 
	more than 1 square mile



	Length of time covered by this review: 
	2 Years



	Maximum number of dwelling units or lots addressed by this tiered review: 

	10



Determination:
	x
	Extraordinary circumstances exist and this project may result in significant environmental impact.  This project requires preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA); OR 

	
	There are no extraordinary circumstances which would require completion of an EA, and this project may remain CEST.





Funding Information 
	Grant Number
	HUD Program 
	Program Name

	 B-26-MC-27-0007
	Community Planning and Development (CPD)
	Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) (Entitlement)

	 B-27-MC-27-0007
	Community Planning and Development (CPD)
	Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) (Entitlement)




	Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount: 

	$1,000,000.00



	Estimated Total Project Cost [24 CFR 58.2 (a) (5)]:
	$1,000,000.00




Compliance with 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5 and §58.6 Laws and Authorities

	Compliance Factors: 
Statutes, Executive Orders, and Regulations listed at 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5, and §58.6
	Was compliance achieved at the broad level of review?
	Describe here compliance determinations made at the broad level and source documentation.

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.6

	Airport Hazards
	¨  Yes   þ  No
	 

	Coastal Barrier Resources Act 
	þ  Yes    ¨  No
	The only designated Coastal Zone is located in Duluth or approximately 130 miles to the north. This project is not located in or does not affect a Coastal Zone as defined in the state Coastal Management Plan. The project is in compliance with the Coastal Zone Management Act.

	Flood Insurance
	¨  Yes   þ  No
	 

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.5

	Air Quality
	¨  Yes   þ  No
	 

	Coastal Zone Management Act
	þ  Yes    ¨  No
	The only designated Coastal Zone is located in Duluth or approximately 130 miles to the north. This project is not located in or does not affect a Coastal Zone as defined in the state Coastal Management Plan. The project is in compliance with the Coastal Zone Management Act.

	Contamination and Toxic Substances
	¨  Yes   þ  No
	 

	Endangered Species Act
	¨  Yes   þ  No
	 

	Explosive and Flammable Hazards
	¨  Yes   þ  No
	 

	Farmlands Protection
	þ  Yes    ¨  No
	The project site is located in a first-tier city with no identifiable prime or good agricultural land for farm use. This project does not include any activities that could potentially convert agricultural land to a non-agricultural use. The project is in compliance with the Farmland Protection Policy Act.

	Floodplain Management
	¨  Yes   þ  No
	 

	Historic Preservation
	¨  Yes   þ  No
	 

	Noise Abatement and Control
	¨  Yes   þ  No
	 

	Sole Source Aquifers
	þ  Yes    ¨  No
	The nearest sole source aquifer is located approximately 80 miles north. The project is not located on a sole source aquifer area. The project is in compliance with Sole Source Aquifer requirements.

	Wetlands Protection
	¨  Yes   þ  No
	 

	Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
	þ  Yes    ¨  No
	This project is not within proximity of a NWSRS river. The project is in compliance with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

	ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

	Environmental Justice
	¨  Yes   þ  No
	 



Supporting documentation



Environmental Assessment Factors [24 CFR 58.40; Ref. 40 CFR 1508.8 &1508.27] Recorded below is the qualitative and quantitative significance of the effects of the proposal on the character, features, and resources of the project area. Each factor has been evaluated and documented, as appropriate and in proportion to its relevance to the proposed action. Verifiable source documentation has been provided and described in support of each determination, as appropriate. Credible, traceable, and supportive source documentation for each authority has been provided. Where applicable, the necessary reviews or consultations have been completed and applicable permits of approvals have been obtained or noted. Citations, dates/names/titles of contacts, and page references are clear. Additional documentation is attached, as appropriate.  All conditions, attenuation or mitigation measures have been clearly identified.   


Impact Codes: An impact code from the following list has been used to make the determination of impact for each factor. 
(1)  	Minor beneficial impact
(2)  	No impact anticipated 
(3) 	Minor Adverse Impact – May require mitigation 
(4) 	Significant or potentially significant impact requiring avoidance or modification which may require an Environmental Impact Statement. 

	Environmental Assessment Factor
	Impact Code
	Impact Evaluation
Mitigation

	LAND DEVELOPMENT

	Conformance with Plans / Compatible Land Use and Zoning / Scale and Urban Design
	1
	Depending on the site and determined use of the funds, the project will positively impact communities with a use needed identified by a City Committees and/or community and neighborhood organizations.

Any construction will meet City of Saint Paul zoning code such as setback requirements, minimum lot sizes, etc. The site specific projects will be in compliance with the City of Saint Paul Comprehensive Plan.


	Soil Suitability / Slope/ Erosion / Drainage and Storm Water Runoff
	1
	As the project is site specific all efforts will be considered to control and protect erosions and sediment control as outlined in Stormwater Runoff code pursuant to Saint Paul Legislative Code §52.01. A site-specific evaluation for soil, slope, erosion and drainage of storm water runoff will be conducted. If any issues or concerns are found the developer or project manager will be contacted and if necessary consult with the City Public Works on a remedy. 


	Hazards and Nuisances including Site Safety and Site-Generated Noise
	1
	The site specific projects will determine final use and activities of the acquisition which at that time will determine the level evaluation. If necessary, the following review of the project will be conducted a study on: Noise abatement, contaminated and hazardous waste, and flammable tanks. The study will follow the Laws and Authorities section above. (See Contamination and Toxic Substances, Explosive and Flammable Hazards, and Noise Abatement and Control in Compliance with 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5 and §58.6 Laws and Authorities section.) If there are other hazardous and/or nuisances identified they will be reviewed for its impact on the health and safety of the public and whether remediation is necessary. 

	Energy Consumption/Energy Efficiency
	1
	Site specific dependent, the determined use of the any project may include energy consumption. if energy is to be used, the project will take into consideration energy consumption/energy efficiency.
 

	SOCIOECONOMIC

	Employment and Income Patterns
	1
	Site specific dependent, the determined use of the project may add employment or create housing that may provide access closer the employment opportunities. 
 

	Demographic Character Changes / Displacement
	1
	Site specific dependent, the determined use of the project and activities may increase the population and demographics if new housing is constructed.
 

	COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES

	Educational and Cultural Facilities (Access and Capacity)
	1
	Site specific dependent, the determined use of the project, location, and activities may support the community in a positive way that includes educational or cultural facility access and capacity.
 

	Commercial Facilities (Access and Proximity)
	2
	Site specific dependent, the determined use of the project, location, and activities will have no effect on commercial facilities, and may increase access by creating housing near commercial assets.
 

	Health Care / Social Services (Access and Capacity)
	2
	Site specific dependent, project, location and activities may positively support the community with access to a clinic or community center with social services as housing, community center, or any other type of use to positively impact the community.
 

	Solid Waste Disposal and Recycling (Feasibility and Capacity)
	2
	Solid waste disposal and recycling is serviced by the City of Saint Paul. Any work done will include the proper disposal of waste and recyclables or permits as required by the Department of Safety and Inspection.
 

	Waste Water and Sanitary Sewers (Feasibility and Capacity)
	2
	Wastewater and sanitary sewers are serviced by the City of Saint Paul. Any work to be completed will include required inspection or permits as required by the Department of Safety and Inspection.
 

	Water Supply (Feasibility and Capacity)
	2
	Depending on the site specific scope and the end use of the site, water supply should not be impacted. Water supply is serviced by the City of Saint Paul.
 

	Public Safety - Police, Fire and Emergency Medical
	2
	The City of Saint Paul is serviced by the City Police, Firefighters, and several hospitals. The project will not impact the quality of any of these services.
 

	Parks, Open Space and Recreation (Access and Capacity)
	1
	Site specific dependent, determined use and activities may increase access to parkland or increase parkland depending on how to best serve the community.
 

	Transportation and Accessibility (Access and Capacity)
	1
	Consideration to transportation accessibility and capacity will be evaluated as part of the community need which will be part of the decision on how to best use the site. Transportation will not impact the scope of the project.
 

	NATURAL FEATURES

	Unique Natural Features /Water Resources
	2
	Unique natural features will be considered and identify for any project and if identified, the DNR, US Fish and Wildlife Services may be consulted.
All activities will follow the local and state regulations to protect water resources and quality issues.  No sole source aquifer is in or near the City of Saint Paul.

	Vegetation / Wildlife (Introduction, Modification, Removal, Disruption, etc.)
	2
	The site specific activities when known, will determine if vegetation and wildlife will be impacted and the City of Saint Paul zoning code will be used to identify unique overlays or vegetation removal such as the existing tree overlay zone. Minor to no impact to vegetation and wildlife is anticipated.


	Other Factors
	2
	Site specific projects will determine if there may be other factors that could negatively impact the project.
 



Supporting documentation

Additional Studies Performed:
	N/A




	Field Inspection [Optional]: Date and completed by:.
	

	 
	 




List of Sources, Agencies and Persons Consulted [40 CFR 1508.9(b)]:
	Depending on the site location the City of Saint Paul, neighborhood and community organizations, economic development agencies, etc. will be consulted.





List of Permits Obtained: 
	All required approvals, permits, and documents will be obtained for the construction of the site.



Public Outreach [24 CFR 58.43]:
	The environmental review will be published as a Findings of No Significant Impact (FONSI) in the St. Paul environmental review webpage. The City will perform outreach efforts to neighborhood and community organizations on site-specific projects.




Cumulative Impact Analysis [24 CFR 58.32]: 
	The program will improve the neighborhoods and communities by creating housing opportunities for low-income residents.



Alternatives [24 CFR 58.40(e); 40 CFR 1508.9] 
	The alternative is not funding the program and missing out on the opportunity to create needed affordable housing to support the residents of Saint Paul.


	
No Action Alternative [24 CFR 58.40(e)] 
The no action alternative is not funding the program and missing out on the opportunity to create needed affordable housing to support the residents of Saint Paul.  

Summary of Findings and Conclusions: 
	This is a Tier I Broad-level review to be followed by a Tier II site-specific review to address projects as they are identified. There would not be any adverse effect from the  program. Rather the program should maintain or create new opportunities benefit the community. If mitigation measures and/or conditions are necessary, they will be addressed for compliance with their respective laws, authorities, and factors.



Mitigation Measures and Conditions [CFR 1505.2(c)]: 

Summarized below are of all possible mitigation measures adopted by the Responsible Entity to reduce, avoid, or eliminate adverse environmental impacts and to avoid non-compliance or non-conformance with the above-listed authorities and factors. These measures/conditions must be incorporated into project contracts, development agreements and other relevant documents. The staff responsible for implementing and monitoring mitigation measures should be clearly identified in the mitigation plan. 

Mitigation measures and conditions will be provided during the site-specific review following the Written Strategies.

Written Strategies
The following strategies provide the policy, standard, or process to be followed in the site-specific review for each law, authority, and factor that will require completion of a site-specific review.

	1
	
	Airport Hazards

	
	
	The project site will be evaluated to determine its proximity to 3,000 feet of a civilian airport or 15,000 miles of a military airfield. If the site is within a designated Airport Clear Zone or Runway Clear Zone additional research will be conducted in compliance with 24 CFR Part 51 Subpart D.

	2
	
	Flood Insurance

	
	
	The project site will be evaluated using the FEMA FIRMette map to determine if the site is within a flood plain. If the site is within a designated flood plain research will be conducted to determine whether the site has flood insurance or needs to be obtained. If the project does not meet compliance consultation with HUD, the DNR, and/or other agencies will be contacted. If the project is still not in compliance after consultation with the Flood Insurance requirements the project will not move forward.

	3
	
	Air Quality

	
	
	The site specific project will evaluate  the air quality management district or county to determine the non-attainment or maintenance status for any criteria pollutants in the area. The following link will be used to determine the compliance status of project: https://www3.epa.gov/airquality/greenbook/anayo_mn.html. If the air quality is not in compliance, consultation may be necessary with HUD, MPCA, Ramsey County, or any other relevant agency. Any sites project that is not in compliance will not be eligible for funding.

	4
	
	Contamination and Toxic Substances

	
	
	Each site will be mapped and a study area of .25 mile from the site will be evaluated for contaminated and toxic sites and sites located within 3,000 feet of a toxic or solid waste landfill site will be evaluated more closely to determine if the site is safe using the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's data. If any contaminated sites are found consultation with one or multiple of the following agencies HUD, DNR, MPCA, Ramsey County, or any other relevant agency. Any sites that is adversely impacted by contamination or hazardous substances will not be eligible.

	5
	
	Endangered Species

	
	
	Site specific revaluation will be completed to ensure no endangered species will be harmed based on the project activities. If activities involved may endanger any species the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's online Information for Planning and Consultation portal will be utilized to identify endangered species near the project site. If any activities include development, construction, rehabilitation that will increase residential densities, or conversion, additional research will be taken. If additional research is required a study area using the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's (MPCA) website will be conducted. If additional consultation is required the relevant agencies will be contacted (DNR, MPCA, County, etc.). If the project is still not in compliance after consultation the project will not move forward.  

	6
	
	Explosive and Flammable Hazards

	
	
	The site specific project will determine if the project will develop a hazardous facility (a facility that mainly stores, handles or processes flammable or combustible chemicals such as bulk fuel storage facilities and refineries), or if it will include activities that are development, construction, rehabilitation that will increase residential densities, or conversion.     If the site-specific project includes any of these, a study area of 1 mile of the project site will be evaluated for any current or planned stationary aboveground storage containers. All flammable or explosive materials listed in Appendix I of 24 CFR part 51 subpart C will be noted and evaluated. When necessary, the HUD Acceptable Separation Distance Electronic Assessment Tool will be used to calculate the required separate distance.    If additional consultation is necessary the MPCA, Ramsey County, or any other relevant agency will be contacted. Any sites that is adversely impacted by explosive and flammable hazards will not be eligible for funding if compliance cannot be achieved.

	7
	
	Floodplain Management

	
	
	The project site will be evaluated using the FEMA FIRMette map to determine if the site is within a flood plain. If the site is within a designated flood plain research will be conducted with consultation from HUD, the DNR, and/or other agencies. If the project is still not in compliance after consultation with the Flood Insurance requirements the project will not move forward.

	8
	
	Historic Preservation

	
	
	A site will be reviewed using the county tax data to determine its age and whether it is 50 years or older to be eligible for historic designation. Research will also go into determining if the site is located in a designated historic site. If the project site does not fall into either of these then it is in compliance and no further determination is needed. If the site is 50 years or older, or in a historic site, then the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) will be requested to make a determination on the site's eligibility as a historic site. If SHPO concludes the site is not eligible for historic designation or will not adversely affect nearby historic sites, the site will be in compliance. If SHPO requires additional measures, conditions, or design standards, we will work with SHPO, the developer, and other relevant agencies to comply with SHPO to be compliant. If any site is not able to meet compliance, they will not be eligible for funding.

	9
	
	Noise Abatement and Control

	
	
	HUD's DNL Calculator will be used to review noise generators to ensure that the site is within acceptable noise levels, which is less than 65dB. Vehicle traffic will be evaluated using a 1,000 buffer. Train traffic will be evaluated using a 3,000 buffer. Air traffic will be evaluated using a 15-mile buffer. Noise will be considered depending on the project site activities. If the project includes single family rehabilitation, noise attenuation will be encouraged using the most ''practicable'' for existing single-family homes (one to four family properties), such as replacement of windows, doors, and insulation. If the DNL Calculator shows noise levels above 65 dB, the homeowner will be advised and will be encouraged to add windows and/or insulation to the project's scope, as funding allows.

	10
	
	Wetlands Protection

	
	
	The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Wetland mapper will be used to identify where wetlands are and their proximity to the project site. A determination will be made about whether the project is in or near a wetland. If the project is determined to be in or near a wetland, the footprint of the structure will not be allowed to be increased and the paved areas on the property will not be allowed to be increased. The Fish and Wildlife Service, DNR or other relevant agencies will be consulted if necessary.

	11
	
	Environmental Justice

	
	
	Environmental Justice will be addressed after all factors has been reviewed and completed. If there are issues, then the project is compliance. If there are issues, the specific factors will be re-evaluated, with further consultation with the relevant agencies and HUD.  


Supporting documentation 


Mitigation Measures and Conditions [40 CFR 1505.2(c)] 
Summarize below all mitigation measures adopted by the Responsible Entity to reduce, avoid, or eliminate adverse environmental impacts and to avoid non-compliance or non-conformance with the above-listed authorities and factors. These measures/conditions must be incorporated into project contracts, development agreements, and other relevant documents. The staff responsible for implementing and monitoring mitigation measures should be clearly identified in the mitigation plan.

	
Law, Authority, or Factor 

	Mitigation Measure

	See written strategies
	

	
	

	
	

	
	








APPENDIX A:  Site Specific Reviews
