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Project Overview

The City of Saint Paul is reconstructing Minnehaha Avenue from Payne Avenue to
East 7th Street. Construction will begin in Spring 2027. The bridge over Swede
Hollow is not part of the street project and will be addressed in a future project
when funding is available. This is a full reconstruction, meaning it will completely

rebuild the street.
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Timeline

Feedback collected during Phase 1 engagement over the summer helped inform
the preferred design for the street. The project team is currently sharing the
preferred design with the community ahead of construction beginning in Spring
2027. Information about staging, detours and what to expect during construction

will be shared early next year.
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Need this translated?

Contact us
. . , . Call us at 651-266-6100.
Chveng Xlong,.PrOJect.Manager J|mm¥ Shoemaker, Public Works ;Necesita esta traduccion? Comuniquese con nosotros al
hd Cheng.Xiong@ci.stpaul.mn.us B Jimmy.Shoemaker@ci.stpaul.mn.us 651-266-6100
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Xav tau ghov no txhais los? Hu rau peb ntawm 651-266-6100.



o

SAINT PAUL
PUBLIC WORKS

Minnehaha Avenue Reconstruction | Concept Alternative Development

Concept Alternative Development Overview

The alternative concepts for Minnehaha Avenue were developed using project and city goals, technical analysis, and a mix of engagement activities aimed at
gathering feedback reflective of the varying needs, uses, and community members that use the corridor.

City
goals

Guides the development

of the project

What this is:
City plans, goals and
policies

How it influences design:
Determines the planning
evel assumptions for the
oroject, informing the
starting point for design
and greater connectivity to
regional networks.

Existing

needs

Understanding the
corridor today
and tomorrow

What this is:

Crash history, parking
capacity, right of way, traffic
volumes, trees, and
multimodal connections.

How it influences design:
Existing conditions inform
project constraints and
needs - helping guide
decisions that are effective
and practical.

What this is:

In-person and online
feedback gathered from
interactions, open houses,
and surveys.

How it influences design:
Provides essential context
for all planning and

engineering-level decisions

by offering insight into
perceived and lived
experiences.

Technical
evaluation

Confirming what works

in the corridor

What this is:

Technical evaluation, often
via a matrix, to compare
and vet concepts.

How it influences design:
Narrows down options
based on goals, conditions,
feedback, requirements,
budgets, and maintenance.

What this is:

The preferred alternative
that best balances input
from all four sources.

How it influences design:
Advances to detailed
engineering, establishing
roadway functionality and
what gets built.
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Phase 1 Engagement

Phase 1 engagement occurred in June 2026. Through resident and business
door knocking, an open house, an online survey and meetings with area

stakeholders and District Councils, the project team collected feedback from

community members on three different design options for the street.

Alternative A

Existing
Needs

Community
Feedback

Operations and
Maintenance

Does not
meet measure

Alternative B

Somewhat meets
measure

Alternative C

Meets
measure

Key Takeaway: Community members want Minnehaha Avenue to be a street that makes

walking, biking and driving feel safe, easy and comfortable for people of all ages and
abilities. There is a desire for the street to have more trees, wider boulevards, and for some
on-street parking to be preserved to support local businesses.

Phase 1 Engagement Summary

Design Feedback
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Alternative C: Separated two-way bikeway without parking
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Feedback showed support for a
two-way bikeway. There was a
desire for more green space and
trees, but not at the expense of
on-street parking.

Feedback showed support

for green space, trees, and
on-street parking, with the
shared path emerging as the
most preferred treatment for
improving walking and biking.

Feedback showed support for a
two-way bikeway, green space,
and trees, but not at the expense
of on-street parking.
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Preferred Design

After evaluating all three designs on how well they met existing corridor needs,
city goals, community feedback, and operations and maintenance standards,
Alternative B : “Shared use path with parking and more greening” was selected
as the preferred design for the corridor.

This design provides a safe space for people to walk and bike with the shared use |

path, has a wide boulevard which supports tree growth and provides snow storage - e

space, preserves convenient on-street parking access, and maintains efficient T e ' '—ﬂﬁ
:

SRRy 2 r}

B Sidewalk ﬁ Buffer AR 5;;1"m;};'tan&m'ﬁ§“'{;;,{ Lans m Parkrnq U utter | ghareq Use Path |
Bft | 575t 5t NI S 5751 | Tt

DTSN
two-way traffic flow while naturally encouraging safer driving. e ST

Total Width

Alternative A Alternative B Alternative C =

Payne Avenue to Arcade Street

Existing
Needs

Community .=. - N Tl 1
Feedback : ’ R LT —

A, s .5

Sidewalk o Buffer _ [——" Mﬁentar Tumn Lanm Common Lane ‘ Buffer | & Shared Use Path =
6 t '-; 18 TR or  EEe _ Tolt R SR 0ft

Operations and
Maintenance e

Arcade Street to East 7th Street

Meets
measure

Somewhat meets
measure

Does not
meet measure




A

Minnehaha Avenue Reconstruction | Special Assessments —

SAINT PAUL
PUBLIC WORKS

Special Assessments

Timeline
A special assessment is a charge imposed on private property (land and buildings) to help
pay for a public improvement that benefits the property. Special assessments typically "o
help pay for street reconstruction, road resurfacing, sanitary and storm sewer
construction, sidewalks, alleys and other public improvements. Ectimated assessment : n
amount determined. -
Only properties directly on Minnehaha Avenue between Payne Avenue and East 7th Public hearing notifcation #1
o o . . o - public hearing for the fina
Street will recieve an assessment as part of this reconstruction project. O——  order of the project, notice of
@ estimated assessment amount,
o no assessment due yet.
How is a Special Assessment Calculated? S
order approving the project —=————————C)
There are three steps in calculating a special assessment. _ to be constructed and street
improvement to be completed.

Assessments become pending -

O visible on the website, property

owners can start paying it but
STEP1 don’t have to.

Assessable Cost divided by ~ ﬁ
- S
project’s total street frontage ~
T
STEP 3 Construction of project —Q @
Estimated assessment is the -
_ o lesser of 1 &2 Public hearing notification #2 -
notice of public hearing to ratify
STEP 2 g O—————the assessment, after the final
Maximum special benefit - Pr?gect co:? a:tg dEFE"mintTd.
analysis determined by B
independent appraisal firm (% complete:
Public hearing #2: Assessment O
hearing - ratify the assessment.
Scan the QR code to learn more e B oL Payment due
o el H ': * Within 30 days no interest.
about Special Assessments i S R O————— . Remaining balance with
. . . - - : 1 interest & fee goes on
stpaul.gov/departments/financial-services/billing- a2 Ry T property taxes over
T VT e next 20 years for street

fees-and-assessments/special-assessments

reconstruction.
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Optional Demographic Information

By understanding who we are reaching through engagement, we can better adjust our approach to reach a broader audience. Information collected remains
anonymous.

What language do you primarily speak or use
most often?

How would you describe your race and/or ethnicity? What is your zip code?

American Black or
Indian or | African
Alaska Native American English
Asian or Espanol
Asian His!oanic or
American Latino
Somali
° L4 7

. How did you hear about this event:
Ha}:"'a'l')an%r White or
other Pacifc Caucasian
Islander

Postcard Flyer

Hmong
Middle
Eastern or Other
North African
Other
Friend /
Family Other




