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	Ramsey-County-Lead-Window-Replacement-Program-FY'25-26
	Saint Paul, MN
	900000010524386



Tiered Environment Review
for Activity/Project that is
Categorically Excluded Subject to Section 58.5
Pursuant to 24 CFR 58.35(a)

Project Information

	Project Name:
	Ramsey-County-Lead-Window-Replacement-Program-FY'25-26



	HEROS Number:	
	900000010524386



	Start Date:	
	03/16/2026



	Responsible Entity (RE):  
	ST. PAUL, DEPARTMENT OF PED ST. PAUL MN, 55102



	State / Local Identifier:  
	



	RE Preparer:  
	Stefan Duarte-Breen




	Certifying Officer:
	



	Grant Recipient (if different than Responsible Entity):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


	Consultant (if applicable):
	



	Point of Contact: 
	


40 CFR 1506.5(b)(4): The lead agency or, where appropriate, a cooperating agency shall prepare a disclosure statement for the contractor's execution specifying that the contractor has no financial or other interest in the outcome of the action. Such statement need not include privileged or confidential trade secrets or other confidential business information.  

	
	By checking this box, I attest that as a preparer, I have no financial or other interest in the outcome of the undertaking assessed in this environmental review.



	Additional Location Information:

	N/A



	Direct Comments to:
	



	Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]:

	Lead poisoning can cause permanent damage to the brain and many other organs and can result in reduced intelligence and behavioral problems. A large portion of children at risk are in families of low income and are living in older housing units with heavy concentrations of lead-based paint. The most common sources of childhood exposure to lead are deteriorated lead-based paint and lead-contaminated dust, and soil in the residential environment. This program will help protect children from exposure to lead. Ramsey County will enroll qualifying properties that will undergo lead hazard reduction activities following HUD's Window Replacement and Low Impact Stabilization Program guidelines. The primary focus of this program is to do lead hazard reduction work in units with children under six years of age. Ramsey County will manage the rehabilitation activities of enrolled properties until lead-based paint clearance testing is completed and work has been performed in a satisfactory manner, including payment of contractors and collection of lien waivers. The program goal is to reduce the incidence of undue lead absorption of children living in Saint Paul. It is anticipated that the program will treat units for a total amount of $160000 using 2025 CDBG funding. The size of the units and extent of lead-based paint will have an impact on the total number of units remediated.



Maps, photographs, and other documentation of project location and description:

	Approximate size of the project area: 
	more than 1 square mile



	Length of time covered by this review: 
	2 Years



	Maximum number of dwelling units or lots addressed by this tiered review: 

	75



Level of Environmental Review Determination:
	Categorically Excluded per 24 CFR 58.35(a), and subject to laws and authorities at §58.5:

	58.35(a)(3)



Determination:
	
	Extraordinary circumstances exist and this project may result in significant environmental impact.  This project requires preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA); OR 

	
	There are no extraordinary circumstances which would require completion of an EA, and this project may remain CEST.





Approval Documents:

	7015.15 certified by Certifying Officer on:
	



	7015.16 certified by Authorizing Officer on:
	



Funding Information 

	Grant / Project Identification Number
	HUD Program 
	Program Name
	Funding Amount

	B-25-MC-27-0007
	Community Planning and Development (CPD)
	Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) (Entitlement)
	$160,000.00



	Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount: 

	$160,000.00



	Estimated Total Project Cost [24 CFR 58.2 (a) (5)]:
	$160,000.00




Compliance with 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5 and §58.6 Laws and Authorities

	Compliance Factors: 
Statutes, Executive Orders, and Regulations listed at 24 CFR §50.4, §58.5, and §58.6
	Was compliance achieved at the broad level of review?
	Describe here compliance determinations made at the broad level and source documentation.

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.6

	Airport Hazards
	  Yes     No
	 

	Coastal Barrier Resources Act 
	  Yes      No
	We utilized the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's "Coastal Barrier Resources System Mapper" GIS application to determine whether the City of Saint Paul falls into a CBRS. According to the USFWS, the only CBRS found in Minnesota is the "John H. Chafee CBRS" in Duluth, Minnesota. Since the proposed HUD project is within the city of Saint Paul, Minnesota, approximately 160 miles south of the "John H. Chafee CBRS", it can be determined that there will be no effect. Therefore, this project is compliant with the Coastal Barrier Resources Act.

	Flood Insurance
	  Yes     No
	 

	STATUTES, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND REGULATIONS LISTED AT 24 CFR §50.4 & § 58.5

	Air Quality
	  Yes      No
	Based on the project description, this project includes no activities that would require further evaluation under the Clean Air Act. In addition, we have returned to Attainment Status with the NAAQS listed in the EPA Greenbook for Ramsey County, Minnesota. The NAAQS listed include Carbon Monoxide, PM-10, and Sulfur Dioxide. Therefore, the project is compliant with the Clean Air Act.

	Coastal Zone Management Act
	  Yes      No
	In the state of Minnesota, the only coastal zone that is protected by the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) is along the coast of Lake Superior. The project will occur within the City of Saint Paul and is approximately 130 miles away from coastal areas protected in the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources coastal management plan. Therefore, the project is compliant with the Coastal Zone Management Act.

	Contamination and Toxic Substances
	  Yes     No
	 

	Endangered Species Act
	  Yes      No
	The project will have No Effect due to the nature of activities involved. The project will be replacing lead compromised windows to reduce subsequent exposure to children. This will occur in occupied units of existing structures. Therefore, the project is compliant with Section 7 requirements.

	Explosive and Flammable Hazards
	  Yes      No
	Based on the project description, the project includes no activities that would require further evaluation under this section. The project seeks to solely replace windows containing lead. Project activities do not include the development of a hazardous facility or the development, construction, or rehabilitation of a structure that will increase residential density or conversion. Therefore, the project is compliant with Explosive and Flammable Hazard requirements.

	Farmlands Protection
	  Yes      No
	This project does not include any activities that could potentially convert agricultural land to a non-agricultural use. The project is compliant with the Farmland Protection Policy Act.

	Floodplain Management
	  Yes     No
	 

	Historic Preservation
	  Yes     No
	 

	Noise Abatement and Control
	  Yes      No
	All project activities involve the replacement of windows. This constitutes as a standardized noise attenuation measure and improves the structure's envelope. Therefore, the proposed project is compliant with HUD's Noise Regulations stated in Title 24 CFR 51 Subpart B.

	Sole Source Aquifers
	  Yes      No
	The EPA has an online GIS application called "Sole Source Aquifers" that shows the location of SSA's across the country. The only SSA in the state of Minnesota is encompasses Lake Mille Lacs. The project will take place within Saint Paul, which is approximately 80 miles away from the southernmost point of the Mille Lacs SSA. Since the proposed project site is not on or near a SSA, the project is compliant with Sole Source Aquifer requirements.

	Wetlands Protection
	  Yes      No
	The proposed project does not require additional evaluation under this section. No units set to undergo lead remediation occur on land registered in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's geodatabase containing nationally registered wetlands. Project activities do not include expanding the footprint of the structure, so it will not cause any unit to infringe registered or non-registered wetlands. Therefore, the project is compliant with Executive Order 11990.

	Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
	  Yes      No
	After utilizing our GIS software, we were able to determine that the City of Saint Paul is not located near any NWSRS. Therefore, the project is compliant the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

	ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

	Environmental Justice
	  Yes     No
	 



Supporting documentation
04 Air Quality.pdf
02 CBRS.pdf
05 Coastal Zone Management.pdf
09 US Census Bureau Urbanized Area Map.pdf
13 SSA.pdf
15 Wild Rivers.pdf

Written Strategies
The following strategies provide the policy, standard, or process to be followed in the site-specific review for each law, authority, and factor that will require completion of a site-specific review.

	1
	
	Airport Hazards

	
	
	To determine compliance with HUD's Airport Hazards requirements, which states that HUD-assisted projects must be at least 2,500ft from civilian airports and 15,000ft from military airports, the EO will utilize our City's GIS Environmental Review web-app. If the proposed project site is within 2,500ft of a civilian airport or within 15,000ft of a military airport, the EO will consult with our local HUD Field Environmental Officer to discuss mitigation. If after this consultation the site-specific project remains non-compliant with this regulation, the project will not move forward under this Tier I.

	2
	
	Flood Insurance

	
	
	To determine whether or not the site-specific project is compliant with HUD's Flood Insurance requirements, consisting of the Flood Disaster Protection Act and National Flood Insurance Reform Act, the EO must determine its location relative to a floodplain. The EO will make their determination using a FEMA FIRMette map. They will consider the projected frequency of flooding the proposed project site may see and recommend the addition of a flood insurance policy if needed to maintain compliance. The EO will contact our local HUD Field Environmental Officer if they have additional concerns about compliance.

	3
	
	Contamination and Toxic Substances

	
	
	To determine compliance with HUD's Contamination and Toxic Substances requirements, the proposed project site will be evaluated with the NEPAssist GIS web app, and a 1/2-mile buffer will be employed to survey the surrounding area for contamination. Specifically, Superfund, Brownfield, on-site, and/or nearby sites of contamination will be analyzed. The EO will examine the data on NEPAssist and the data on the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's ''What's in My Neighborhood'' GIS web app to ensure they have the most complete and up-to-date information in making their compliance determination. If contaminated sites are found to pose a threat to the health of those involved with the project, the EO will consult with the local HUD Field Environmental Officer for mitigation steps. If there are no feasible ways to mitigate contamination, the project will not move forward due to non-compliance.

	4
	
	Floodplain Management

	
	
	To determine whether or not the site-specific project is compliant with Executive Order 11988 (Floodplain Management), The EO must prove that the proposed project site is not on a floodplain, as defined in Title 44 CFR Part 9.4. The EO will make their determination using a FEMA FIRMette map. The EO will contact our local HUD Field Environmental Officer if they find that the proposed project will be on a floodplain. The project will not move forward if there are no feasible ways to mitigate the potentially damaging effects of developing on a wetland.

	5
	
	Historic Preservation

	
	
	A site will be reviewed using the county tax data and/or City Historic Permit Index card data to determine its age and whether it is 50 years or older to be eligible for historic designation. Research will also go into determining if the site is located in a designated historic site and/or district. If the project site does not fall into either of these, then it is in compliance and no further determination is needed. If the site is 50 years or older, or in a historic site and/or district, then the Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) will be requested to make a determination on the site's eligibility as a historic site. If SHPO concludes the site is not eligible for historic designation or will not adversely affect nearby historic sites, the site will be in compliance. If SHPO determines the site is eligible, and/or requires additional measures, conditions, or design standards, we will work with SHPO, the developer, and other relevant agencies to comply with SHPO to be compliant. If the project is still not in compliance after consultation, the project will not move forward.

	6
	
	Environmental Justice

	
	
	Environmental Justice will be addressed after all factors have been reviewed and completed. If there is no negative environmental impact, we will record that in the record and proceed with the project. If there is there is a negative environmental impact, we will adjust the project to eliminate the negative impact or choose a new site. If nothing can be done, the site specific project will be canceled.


Supporting documentation 


APPENDIX A:  Site Specific Reviews




	Version 11.07.2012
	03/16/2026 15:05
	Page 6 of 9



image1.png




